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State Finalist in Doodle 4 Google Bent Axles Car Show Brings
Contest is Pine Grove 4th Grader Rolling History to Old Orcutt
“At Google we believe in thinking big What she heard was a phone message
and dreaming big, and we can’t think of regarding her achievement. Once the
anything more important than encourag- relief at not being in trouble subsided,
ing students to do the same.”
the excitement set it.
This simple statement is the philoso“It was shocking!” she says, “And also
phy behind the annual Doodle 4 Google important. It made me feel known.”
When asked why she chose to enter the
contest in which the company invites
students from all over the country to re- contest, Madison says, “It’s a chance for
invent their homepage logo. This year’s children to show their imagination. Last
theme was entitled “What I Wish For The year I wasn’t able to enter and I never
World”.
thought of myself
as a good drawPine Grove Eler, but I thought
ementary School
it would be fun.
teacher Kelly VaAnd I didn’t think
nAllen thought
I’d win!”
this contest was
Mrs. VanAllen is
the prefect comquick to point out
plement to what
Madison’s wonshe is always
derful creative
trying to instill
in her students
side and is clearly proud of her
– that the world
students’ global
is something not
awareness.
to watch, but to
“We talk about
participate in.
current events all
The response
the time,” VanAto the contest at Fourth Grader Madison Santana with
llen says, “And
Pine Grove was her Doodle 4 Google entry.
they got it. All of
outstanding, with
sixty total designs being narrowed the entries were so relevant.”
down to a mere six to send off to Google.
Madison chose “Go Green” as the
Among these were Olivia Reyes’ peace theme for her Google redesign and ilthemed logo, Rachel Tims’ adopt-a-pet lustrated fresh water being made from
logo, Amber Asai’s endangered species salt water, a water powered car, solar
logo, Max Rhur’s desalination logo, and panels, and wind vanes.
Romina Antonio’s agricultural logo.
Although she didn’t win the whole
28,000 entries came in from across the competition, Madison was a winner at
US and Google managed to choose 400 school and at home where she got to
finalists from the crop of budding artists. partake in a special family tradition.
“If you score a goal or get an A on a
When the state finalists were announced,
Mrs. VanAllen got a very important test, you get to eat off of the blue plate
phone call - sixth grader Madison San- at dinner,” she says, smiling, “I got to eat
tana had been chosen as one of the state off the blue plate.”
finalists from California!
To see Madison’s Google logo, visit
“I thought I was in trouble!” Madison www.google.com/doodle4google/inadmits about being called to the class- dex.html and check out the 4th-6th grade
room by her teacher, “She said ‘Madison state finalists from California.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
there’s something you have to listen to’.”
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Bent Axles members display their rolling works of art.
For nearly three decades the Bent Axles Street Rod Club has hosted an annual
Cruise & BBQ event for car enthusiasts
from far and wide. This year the Car
Show and festivities came right to Old
Orcutt.
The Bent Axles are made up of approximately 160 members, all of whom
share an interest in classic cars, street
rods, and various automobile activities. The non-profit organization makes
community involvement a priority and
promotes fellowship and sportsmanship
among its members. They regularly participate in the Cruise for Life Car Show,
the Special Olympics Car Show, and the
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce Business Trade Show and they
donate to the Wounded Warrior Fund,
send packages to troops overseas, and
conduct food and toy drives throughout
the year.
Until now the Bent Axles Cruise &
BBQ had always been held in various

ANXIETY AND PANIC
Worry • Fear • Phobias
READING • STUDY SKILLS • S.A.T. PREP
MATH • ALGEBRA • SPANISH
WRITING • GEOMETRY • AND MORE

1130 E. Clark Ave #130, Orcutt
(805) 938-5160

GET HELP NOW

Permanent • Medication Free • Affordable

Nell Stilwell

805 264 7753

www.missnell.com

hotel parking lots around town. Though
opening night was held at the Radisson Hotel (complete with cruise to JR’s
Drive-In downtown), the main event
ran right down Broadway in Old Orcutt.
Here the Los Padres Artist Guild set up
a tent, Steve’s Kettle Corn was on hand,
and local restaurants and shops opened
their doors. Old Town Market hosted
the first (and hopefully annual) antique
show in its parking lot. Crowds enjoyed
oldies music, a poker walk, a raffle, and
sample some shortcake. Entrants received a map of Old Town so they didn’t
miss a thing.
“Every other car show goes on in
little villages like Arroyo Grande and
Solvang,” says Bent Axles president
Larry Eskew, “And we wanted to bring
ours to Old Orcutt. The local businesses
benefit from the extra traffic and it gives
people who are coming in from out of
town, especially the wives, something
continued on page 3
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Maureen Withers Remembered

When Maure e n Wi t h ers entered
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the world on
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Distribution 17,000+ :
England she
15,091 in mail
must have
1,998 delivered to businesses in
been born
with an enorthe Orcutt area
mous heart.
Publishers:
Over the next
Steve Southwick and
Maureen Withers
seven decades
Stephanie Southwick Hull
of her life she
Reporters & Photographers:
would not
Steve Southwick,
only develop a reputation for being
Stephanie Southwick Hull,
a wonderful person to know, but she
James Jepsen, Rebecca Ross
also helped more people than she
Contact Phone:
probably ever realized.
Business & Advertising: (805) 714-6584
“She always took on people who
E-Mail address:
didn’t have anyone,” said her daughinfo@orcuttpioneer.com
ter in law, Anita Withers, “She would
Graphic Art Department
take care of them. And you could
James Jepsen, Art Director
always call her if you needed anything.”
james@jamesjepsen.com
Maureen adopted both of her chilArt Dept. Fax (805) 980-4889
dren,
raised one of her grandchildren,
Webmaster: Archie Miller
was
a
Big Sister in the Big Brother,
MetaHelper@aol.com
Big Sister program, and volunteered
www.OrcuttPioneer.com
T:5.049"
for countless organizations.

“She was very busy,” said Anita,
“We hardly ever saw her!”
When Maureen and her family
moved to Los Angeles she worked
for a senior center there. When they
came to Santa Maria in 1979 she set
right to work in the field so dear to
her heart and would become the director of both the Guadalupe Senior
Center and the Luis Oasis Senior
Center. Although she eventually did
“retire”, most people who knew her
agree that this was a loose term as far
as Maureen was concerned.
In her free time Maureen enjoyed
painting, sewing, knitting, and crafting. She was a hat-wearing member
of the Red Hat Society and a presence
throughout Orcutt.
“Sometimes you just don’t realize
all of the things a person has done
until they’re gone,” says Anita, “Or
all of the lives they’ve touched.”
Friends will remember Maureen’s
cheerful voice, her generous spirit,
and her quick wit. She passed away
peacefully on June 15, 2009 with her
family at her side.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Clark & Bradley

freshandeasy.com

Spears Celebrates
25 Years an Agent

Mike Spears recently completed 25 years
serving the Santa Maria Valley as a State
Farm Insurance Agent.
Since 1983, Mike and his team have provides the ‘Good Neighbor Service’ offering
auto, homeowners, fife, health and commercial lines of insurance, and State Farm
has added the Financial Services of State
Farm Bank and State Farm Mutual Funds
to its list of products.
Mike came to Santa Maria 30 years ago
as a Captain in the USAF. He worked in
Missile Maintenance for the Minuteman
Program for 8 eight years before starting
his career with State Farm. He and his wife,
Lanna, raised three daughters in Santa Maria. Lanna has supported Mike in the office
for all these years and has been a major part
of the agency’s success. The Spears’ daughters attended Orcutt elementary schools and
Righetti High School. Mike and Lanna are
proud grandparents of four grandsons and
four granddaughters.
Mike has served the community as a
Scoutmaster, PTA Board Member and Sunday School teacher. However, the event that
Mike is most proud of is being involved with
the Annual Community Celebration of the
Nativity presented by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. He has been a
part of this event for nearly two decades.
To c o n t a c t M i k e , p l e a s e v i s i t
mike@mikespears.us.
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Bent Axles

OCAF Names New Executive Director

This past month the Orcutt Chil- job done.
says, “Especially one that helps kids.
dren’s Arts Foundation named a “I always had an attraction for And I wanted to get involved in the
new director to head up their efforts working with a non-profit,” she district.”
On the upcoming agento provide all students in the Orcutt
da for the new director
School District with exposure to the
are a membership drive,
arts.
a few fundraisers, and
“Since I am one of the only emthe big annual gala in
ployees,” says OCAF director Hannah Rubalcava, “I will be doing
February.
everything from planning events to
“I am really excited,”
says Rubalcava, “We
fundraising to writing grants.”
have a wonderful board
“I don’t think people realize how
that I’m thrilled to be
much the foundation benefits the
working with and I think
district,” she continues, “It is a very
it’s going to be great.”
valuable program.”
To find out how you
Rubalcava hopes to not only genercan get involved in the
ate funds but to generate membership
Orcutt Children’s Arts
as well, as community involvement
Foundation, visit www.
has always been a key to the success
orcutt-schools.net
of OCAF. With her background in
recreation, the foundation felt she
Rebecca Ross Klosinski
was a perfect candidate to get this Hannah Rubalcava, OCAF's newly hired
reporting
Executive Director

VICTORIAN STAINED GLASS WORKS

Little Angel Hands

Unique Windows, Door inserts, Cabinet doors
Stained and Leaded Glass
Fused Glass
Repairs
Original Gifts
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Learning Center
Home Day Care
With a Preschool Experience

125 W Clark Ste 105 Tel: 937-8234

Full Time Daycare for Children Ages 3 to 6 • Lic. 426212909

Jannette Hertler • 805-720-4106
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continued from page 1
more to do.”
The decision to move to Old Orcutt
was an important one for Eskew and the
group. They hope it will be a win-win
situation for everyone involved and
had nearly 200 entrants. On Sunday
the show moved over to Pioneer Park
for a public BBQ.
“We filled ‘em up with BBQ and sent
‘em home,” says Eskew.
When not hosting events, the Bent Axles enjoy visiting other shows and taking road trips together. One memorable
“rod run” even included a spontaneous
behind the scenes tour of Hearst Castle.
And, of course, there really is nothing
like a good cruise.
“It’s just a kick to be going down
the street and having people look at
you and wave,” says Eskew, “There’s
nothing more fun than a string of street
rods driving around and having a good
time.” To find out more, visit www.
bentaxles.net.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

House of Pi
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Featured Special!

Mondays & Tuesdays Only
$10.25 1 topping large pizza,
Eat in or take out! ($11.50 if delivered)
No Coupon Needed!

4869 S. Bradley Rd. #106
Fresh & Easy Shopping Ctr.

805-922-2322

938-1126
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ROOM ADDITIONS
Thomas R. King,
Owner

Lic. 480363

• Custom Homes • Remodeling
• Room Additions • In-Home Designs
• Concrete Work • FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICE CONNECTION
938-9083
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To the Editor

New Dump in Orcutt Stinks
The City of Santa Maria held a public
meeting on the environmental impacts related to their new proposed Orcutt dump.
They have either forgotten or neglected a
proper Environmental Impact review before
opening the new Las Flores Ranch Park.
City council approved a negative declaration with no EIR to base their findings. A
total of nearly 1800 acres, approximately
300 was studied, aprox 1500 had no study.
Officials were asked about hazards exposed
to the public on the new Park. Not one city
representative present would answer that
question. Reluctantly, one who seemed to
be in charge said he would not answer.
Representatives were asked if they could
have someone present at the next work shop
to answer all questions. We got basically
no for an answer. People in Orcutt as well
as Santa Maria need to pay close attention
to the carelessness with this plan, another
state sanctioned dump. There are plenty of
unanswered questions. According to reps,
a major orcutt water source lies below the
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surface of this site, and it feeds directly into
the Santa Maria water system. What future
“guarantees” will we have that there will
be no contaminated water? How will near
by property owners be compensated for
devalued property? Currently hazardous
waste sand is trucked in form as far away as
Long Beach, as well as Nipomo. All will be
heading to Orcutt. Lake Marie resident’s this
traffic plus much more will be headed your
way as well as Dominion rd and Telephone
rd. Next scheduled meeting will be July 23,
6:30 pm at the new library in Santa Maria.
ORCUTT NOW IS WHEN YOU NEED TO
BE ASKING QUESTIONS!
City contact person, Steve Kahn, utilities dept. 925-0951 ext 7244 cell 610-6269
Comment period ends Aug. 3rd. send to
skahn@ci.santa-maria.ca.us
Chuck Williams, Orcutt

could have been more balanced with input
from both sides.
In your article, you stated “the portion of
UVP between Blosser Road and Highway 1
was abandoned years ago because of Tiger
Salamander and other endangered species”
This is a totally false statement
and one of the prime reasons there is
CEQA litigation on this project. In fact,
the Santa Maria City Council just recently
voted on 3/17/09 to terminate UVP @
Blosser Road..”Amending the General Plan
regarding the Union Valley Parkway west
of Blosser Road.”
In addition, County officials testifying at
the same city council meeting acknowledge
all of the existing maps refelct [sic] a Highway 101 to Highway 1 connection. The
county in fact will probably NEVER delete
this section. They may delay building this
section while the tiger salamander issues
UVP Extension Questioned
die down, or there are new ways that come
Dear Editor,
on the drawing board to mitigate the exisI read your article “Orcutt group Files tence of the Tiger Salamander, but the plan
Lawsuit Against Construction of UVP”, and is still to go to Highway 1, and the County
noticed you interviewed Mayor Lavagnino, of Santa Barbara has never said anything to
but no one from OCBE [Orcutt citizens for the contrary. Quite the opposite.
Better Environment}. Perhaps the article

The County of Santa Barbara, Planning
and Development, Office of Long Range
Planning, just recently produced an “Old
Town Orcutt Circulation and Parking
Study” which was approved by the Board
of supervisors on July 25, 2008 [part of the
Orcutt Community Plan]. Their approved
study clearly depicts the extension of UVP
from Blosser Road to State Route 1 to accomodate the 2000 proposed residential units
on Key Site #22. This particular map can be
easily seen on the County’s web site [Office
of Long Range Planning].
Pat Culley
Editors’ Note: Information used in this
article were based on statements made at the
public hearing. Ms. Culley is a plaintiff in the
litigation.

805-922-2322

ON THE SPOT
Detail and Pressure Washing

Concrete: Driveways, Walkways, Patios
Houses, Graffiti Removal, Windows
Fully Mobile ~ Experienced Professionals!

(805) 863-1649

onthespot805@yahoo.com • Bus. Lic. #16946

“We go out on a limb for you.”
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• Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift • Land Clearing
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Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for up
to 25 words. FREE ADS CAN ONLY BE ACCEPTED VIA
EMAIL sent to info@orcuttpioneer.com with CLASSIFIED in the subject line. 25 word limit.
42" HD Wide Screen Rear Projection TV. Works well,. $400
OBO. Also 7' artificial Christmas tree, $25. 878-1739.
Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park.
$100/cord; $60 for 1/2 cord. Contact park office 934-6123
for appt.
PLANT RECYCLER: we Buy-Dig-Sell exotic Plants, Palms
& Succulents, By Appointment 937-5803, Best Gardens &
Design, corner of Clark & Telephone x1
Model Home Furnishings Half-price Pottery Barn style
furniture for sale. Warehouse inventory changes weekly.
Beds, tables, sofas, chairs, etc. Grover Beach 489-4277
mhfurnishings.net
Caregiver: reliable and dedicated with exceptional references
to help you with grocery shopping medical appt.s and errands,
meal preparation, companionship. Call Ada at 264-2684.
Jack La Lanne’s Power Juice only used 1 time/ 6 mo old
$55.00 , was $100.00 new. Ph #937-7060
54” Glass Round table top. Tempered, beveled, high quality
glass for table top. Excellent condition. Asking $75.00. Call
805 868 2782.
NEW TAP SHOES, black character style. Worn once in recital,
no scratches or scuff marks. Size 8 1/2 womens. $25, 9371104
Dog house (Ruff Hauz) for medium/small sized dog. Good
condition. $25.00. 937-3582
Adult recumbent three wheeler. $250.00 Phone 934-2010
1973 Dodge PU 318 AT, AC, smog exempt, toolbox. Bought it
as a project for my teenage son but didn’t get into it. $1,500
938-5734
2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE; 83,000 MILES/EXCELLENT
CONDITION. LOADED, EVEN HAS TOW PACKAGE. KBB LISTS
FOR PRIVATE PARTY AS $6310. MAKE OFFER. 805/2642759.
Beds for sale: Med. Oak king size-$40, Ant. iron gold bed
with orig. sides-$75, White iron ornate bed-$75. Like new
Cal. King SLEEP COMFORT MATTRESS that is spotless-$400

or offer. Also have bedspreads: cream double size-$30, King &
Queen Comforters in burgundy flowered, never used. Also have
skirt and pillows-$45 each, Comforter in lavender flowered$30. All in excellent condition. 937-0793
Computerized Bernina Sewing Machine, model 145, like new,
2003 model, have all instructions, paid $1400, will sell for
$750. Also sewing table for above for $ 500. 937-7640
2006 Chrysler 300-C. ONLY 13,500 miles. Show room clean.
Loaded with every option. Beautiful Jade Pearl color. Priced
at $19,250. Phone 938-0881 or cell 268-5962.
Like-new, enclosed, 4-wheel dog/pet stroller/carrier, will
hold 2 small or 1 medium size dogs, up to 50 pounds total,
$75. 937-5595
14oo plus mobile home: 2 large bedrooms: 2 full size b/rooms.
Tub/Shwr: addl. Enclosed sunroom/den could be 3rd b/r: 2
patios. Rm 3 cars. Only fully enclosed English rose garden.
Waterfall with covered lounge area: 32 new foundation.
Locked down supports. 2 years ago. Recently re-leveled.
Roof resealed. All interior surfaces painted & wallpapered last
year: 55 & over park El Cielo: mirrors in all rooms make the
home very bright 2 go with décor Lecurt shades. You’ve seen
the rest, come & see the best!! 4 TVs + call appointment with
owner. 934-3820. Price discounted for quick sale.
Moving sale. 50 small items for $5 & $10 each. Several at
$15 & up. Too numerous to list. Call for availability. Also
many collector painting & prints. Antique brass wall plaques.
Crystal. Silplate antique jug. Old shoe cleaning foot box.
Antique spring rocking chair & cushions with skirt. Bring cash.
Go home happy. 934-3820.
Sleeping bags (2) down US Army mummy style $40 each.
Polyfiber fill US Army mummy style (2) $25 each. 878-0967
1991 Ford Probe 70,485 miles. Needs trans work. New tires.
$500 obo. 878-0967
Graco HighChair (white) just needs chairpad $15 Console TV
$20 EvenFlo Stroller/Infant Carseat Combo $60 Blue w/ Teddy
Bear pattern good condition934-5014
Like-new, enclosed, 4-wheel dog/pet stroller/carrier, will
hold 2 small or 1 medium size dog, up to 50 pounds total,
$75. 937-5595
Shower Curatin Rod- Cost $40 Brand New, Still In Package.
Curved Rod Ads Space In Tub. Fits 5’ Standard and Oval Tubs.
$20 OBO 868-2043
Rooftop cargo carrier Sears ex-cargo white. $45 868-5188
Red Oak BBQ wood .White Oak also. Prices start at $75.00,
1/4c, 1/2c, and 1c. Free delivery Santa Maria. 934-2378
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Shop ORCUTT First!
NOBODY

takes care of you

LIKE STATE FARM.
At State Farm® you get a competitive rate and an agent
dedicated to helping you get the coverage that’s right for
you and the discounts you deserve. I’d love to take care of
you, too. Call me today.

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
www.mikespears.us
Bus: 805-937-7275 Toll Free: 800-938-7275

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (not in NJ) • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®
PO50055

02/05

MARY ANN WRIGHT
“Bringing People Home Since 1977”

805-331-0995 | www.maryannwright.com | maryann@93455.com
“Let My 30 Years Experience Work For You”
#00587084 Century 21 Advantage 325 E. Betteravia Rd

Custom 3 bedroom 2.5 bath home. Newer tile concrete roof, huge
kitchen with granite counters and pull out shelves, breakfast bar. Separate Formal living room and dining room. Spacious F.R. with wet bar,
floor to ceiling brick fireplace. Newer vinyl windows. Large master bedroom. Tandem style garage that is being used as a workshop. Approx
2653 sf $399,000 #156564

CUSTOM home in gated Oak Hill Estates. Single level with
4 spacious bedrooms, 3 baths, step down living room
with conversation pit & lava rock fireplace. Fireplace in
family room too. Charming patio also off the family
room, indoor laundry, circle driveway, tile roof & more.
Priced to sell, this home on approximately 1.15 acres is
lovely and has wonderful views. #155036

10K Credit To Buyer For Whatever Your Heart
Desires! Rare Lake Marie Estates perimeter lot
home with back yard views of the valley and city
lights, to include 4 bedrooms, 3 baths with new carpet, flooring and paint, refurbished kitchen, dual
pane windows, neutral tones, 4 car garage with side
parking. All this on a large 2/3 acre lot. #152090

Turnkey Charmer In desirable Southpoint Estates, 3 bedroom plus den/office 2 bath, open floorplan. Recent upgrades to include granite counters in kitchen, recessed can
lighting, stunning wood flooring, marble floors in bathrooms. Enjoy lazy afternoons on the deck & recently sodded backyard. # 156562
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Best Family Focuses on Doing a Year’s Worth of Charitable Acts
On December 31, 2008, local mom,
home school teacher, journalist, and
photographer Jennifer Best posed the
following questions in her blog:
“How difficult is it to do something
helpful now and again? Is it really
that tough to pick up an errant piece
of trash and dispose of it properly?
Does it really cramp our style to
hold the door open for someone?
To improve someone’s day by offering a simple smile? In this age of
jam-packed schedules, never-ending
technological distractions, and rushrush-rush attitudes, are we really so
busy that we can’t lend a hand now
and again? As we picked up trash
at a local pier recently, I wondered:
do we do something charitable every
day? Once a week? Less often? How
difficult would it be to do at least one
charitable deed every single day?
How might it change us and our community if we kept a better eye out for
opportunities to lend a hand?”
And so was born “A Year of Charitable Acts.” One year of “generosity
and helpfulness,” of “aid to those in
need,” and “benevolent goodwill.”
For the Best family, 2009 is already
shaping up to be a year filled with

charitable deeds, both large and
small, which can all be followed on
Jennifer’s blog. Each day of the year
so far has an outlined “project,” including how long it took, why they
bothered, and whether it was worth
doing in the end.
With nearly three months of good
deeds under their belts, Jennifer and
her daughters Erica and Valerie (with
an occasional appearance by husband
Steve) are thoroughly enjoying their
project.
“At the end of last year I wondered
how often I do things for other people,” says Jennifer, “And so I decided
to blog about whatever little thing I
could think of to do. I thought that
by posting them I would see if other
people would get involved or get inspired to do one little thing every day
and what would happen if everyone
did one little thing.”
“Any family can do it,” Jennifer
continues, “we have more extra time
because of home schooling, but even
busy families can do it. Like something as simple as waving someone
through the door ahead of you.”
With a solid vision of how much
nicer things would be if everyone did

25% OFF
NEWLY RETIRED
VERA BRADLEY
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1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

Frank Hamlin Plumbing
D
T-BASE
ORCUT SS!!
BUSINE

(805)

New Construction
and Repair
Tankless Water Heaters
&
Water Line Repiping
All Your
Plumbing
and Gas Needs

938-7775

Frank Hamlin, Owner
Lic #704690

PO Box 2368
Orcutt, CA 93457-2368
email:hamlinplbg@yahoo.com

MOUS!” Jennifer blogged on January 13th, “I realized our box wouldn’t
provide nearly as much help as the
local pantries and kitchens could use.
I suppose it was a good thing, then,
when Mom voiced her thoughts on
our relatively insignificant contribution to a warehouse volunteer who
quickly put us back on line: Oh,
don’t feel that way! Every little bit
helps!”
When looking for ways to help the
local community, the Best’s have
donated books and magazines to the
Orcutt library, taken food to the Food
Bank of Santa Barbara County, volunteered at the county animal shelter
socializing animals, and written a
letter of kudos to a city employee’s
supervisor.
On March 1st, Jennifer wrote,
“While researching in Santa Barbara,
I met Cathy, a very helpful, gregarious, knowledgeable employee of the
city’s parks department. Sure, I
thanked her for the information she’d
provided me, but there’s nothing like
a little good news for supervisors
about their employee’s performance.
Plus, in these belt-tightening times,
continues on page 7

THE COTTAGES AT HUMMEL VILLAGE
GR AND OPENING DECOR ATED MODELS!

established 1978

Thank You For Shopping Locally!

just one little thing, charitable deeds
for the Best’s have run the gamut
from picking up trash to assisting
national organizations.
One of the bigger projects that has
made multiple appearances on “A
Year of Charitable Acts” is Project
Linus, a program that provides
blankets for children in need which
Jennifer and her girls joined at the
suggestion of a friend.
“The girls like to sew,” she says
in her January 16th entry, “and I’ve
made a couple of quilts and had a
really good time. We have allowed
our sewing efforts to be thwarted by
the mere fact that we don’t have an
outlet for the things we make. We
don’t know many people who can
use another blanket or quilt. Project
Linus knows a LOT!”
Several other larger scale projects
have included sending used greeting
cards to the St. Jude’s Ranch for Children Card Recycling Program, donating old eyeglasses to the Lion’s Club
Sight Program, gathering pajamas for
The Pajama Project, and dropping off
a box of food from Grandma’s pantry
to the Los Angeles Food Bank.
“The [LA Food Bank] is ENOR-

A Not-For-Proﬁt Community-Based Service of Wilshire Foundation

THE COTTAGES AT
HUMMEL VILLAGE in
Orcutt offer an attractive country
setting, great amenities and
abundant activities. And now with
two distinct communities, you
have the FREEDOM to choose a
lifestyle that works for YOU.
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Let us do the work while you have
fun. Live the life you have earned at
Hummel Village.
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Charitable Acts

continued from page 6
you never know who an employer
will let go. If a quick note like this
can help someone who provides
good customer service stay on board,
then that’s an added
bonus.”
Several of the most
commonly recurring
charitable acts for
Jennifer and her girls
are picking up trash
and recycling. Picking up trash had become a regular part
of walks, trips to the
park, you name it.
Although it is sometimes hard to understand why people
think it’s okay to litter, they enjoy making their neighborhoods cleaner. And
before they started their year-long
project, the Best’s were already avid
recyclers, doing their part to eliminate waste and help the environment.
On a trip to the beach in February
they picked up 18 pounds of trash
and recyclable items!

“Did you know there’s a giant
garbage drift in the ocean swirling,
swirling full of plastic that just won’t
go away?” Jennifer shares after her
beach trash experience, “It’s called
The Great Pacific Garbage Patch and
it measures hundreds of miles across.
While our cotton and
wood rot and our
metals eventually
rusts, plastic goes on
indefinitely.”
If you thought
picking up trash and
dropping off your
water bottles sounded easy, Jennifer has
found even simpler
ways to make the
world a better place.
Simple acts of kindness found in A Year
of Charitable Acts
include opening
doors for people,
returning shopping
carts left in the parking lot, letting
someone cut in front of you in line,
or returning lost items to their owners. These simple acts often receive
a smile, a thank you, or sometimes
nothing at all in return.
After coming up with the idea to

2218 S. Thornburg
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

7
roll her neighbors trash cans to the
curb while on her walk the evening
before trash day (which she refers to
as the “garbage prank”) and carrying
it out, Jennifer wrote “This was an
easy task, and I found myself smiling
as I went about this “prank”, imagining my neighbors rushing out in
the morning to take care of the bins
only to find the job was already done.
Maybe they’d think their spouses or
children or neighbors did it. Maybe
it would warm their hearts to know
said people would do such a thing
without being asked. Maybe they’ll
secretly do something nice for the
people THEY believe did the chore.
Wouldn’t that be cool?”
And, in fact, this simplest act seems
to be the best example of the Best’s
project. Maybe doing one little thing
will inspire someone else to do one
little thing. Wouldn’t it be cool if
everyone joined in? What would our
world be like then?

(805) 878-5449

Michael Gomez DDS
General and Esthetic
Dentistry

Dr. Gomez and his excellent staff
are committed to providing you and
your family with the highest
quality dental, cosmetic and
preventive care for all ages.

805-922-3939

www.DoctorGomez.com
Orion Professional Center
2151 S. College #202
Santa Maria CA 93455

• Bumble & Bumble
• Sulphate Free Hair Care
• Mineral Make-up

(805)
Tom Lanier, CLIA

What started as a simple blog has
grown to one that draws visitors from
all over the world and inspired several other similar projects, including
in Washington. Not to mention all of
the suggestions people have sent in.
It’s really gotten people thinking.
When all is said and done, one
question remains. Is it worth it? For
Jennifer and her daughter, the answer
is almost always a resounding YES!
If you would like to see for yourself
what can happen when people take
the time to do “one little thing”, visit
www.charitabledeeds.blogspot.com
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Welcomes Chris
Formerly of Studio 156
25 Year Hair Veteran

928-0464

Open Mon-Sat
Hours Flexible
Located behind Heritage Oaks & Walgreens
2345 S. Broadway Ste. A • Santa Maria 93455

ONE ROOM CLEANED FREE

I know what you are thinking… how someone can offer their services for free and still stay
in business? Well, quite frankly, if the free room is all we did, we would go broke. This is
how we build our business, one totally satisfied & impressed customer at a time. So go
ahead and get your F R E E r o o m o f c a r p e t c l e a n i n g , and to make the deal even sweeter,
we will give you a FREE 29 point Healthy Home & Carpet Survey. Learn what steps you
can take to prolong the life of your carpet while at the same time improve the quality of
your indoor air and environment. With carpet being the most expensive single item in the
home you don’t want to replace it any sooner than necessary. We can help you have a
cleaner, healthier home that stays that way. And again, thank you for giving us
S p i c & S p a n C l e a n i n g S e r v i c e s the opportunity to show you what excellent service is all
about. Our Cleaning Specialists are uniformed IICRC certified floor care specialist and Santa
Maria’s Trusted Cleaning Professionals.
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FREE 24hr Consumer Awareness
Information Center at 1-800-925-7251
Ext. 123 and you’ll discover six costly
misconceptions about carpet cleaning.
www.WinCleaning.com

Call Us N OW! 805-345-1848

This coupon is good for one room up to 150 square feet with absolutely, positively, no obligation or pressure!
NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH • LIMITED TIME OFFER • New clients only please • One per client • Apartments not eligible
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Charlene Miller
Broker
805.478.8842

Sunday Services
Bible School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:15 AM

204 Patterson Rd.
Orcutt, CA 93455
805.937.1641
www.OrcuttChristian.Org
w6alm@Verizon.Net
Pastor: Dr. Archie Miller

Orcutt Pioneer

Archie Miller
Realtor®
805.478.8841

For the Best in

Property
Management
“There’s No Place Like Home”
555 East Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt
Office 805.934.3515
Fax: 805.938.5885
Cell: 805.478.8870
eMail: Home_pm@Verizon.net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com

8

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
SANTA BARBARA, CA
PERMIT NO. 139

Direct Mailed to all 15,000 Orcutt
Households & Businesses Monthly!

