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FRESH & EASY to Open Orcutt Group Files Lawsuit
O r c u t t S t o r e i n J u l y Against Construction of UVP
Fresh & Easy Neighborhood Market has announced plans to open its
Orcutt location, one of the retailer’s
first stores in Santa Barbara County,
on July 29. Grand opening ceremonies will also be held at new stores
in Oxnard and Pasadena.
“We are excited to continue our
expansion to new neighborhoods
as we make changes meet customer
needs,” said Tim Mason, Fresh &
Easy CEO.
Fresh & Easy currently operates
120 stores in California, Arizona and

Nevada. In addition to fresh, highquality prepared meals and produce,
Fresh & Easy offers favorite national
brand products and household
items, all at budget prices.
Each store employs approximately
20-30 people. All Fresh & Easy employees are given the opportunity to
work at least 20 hours a week making them eligible for comprehensive
and affordable health care. More
information regarding Fresh & Easy
Neighborhood Market can be found
at www.freshandeasy.com.

Santa Maria Plans
La ndf i l l Sout h of Orc ut t
With the Santa Maria landfill on
East Main Street expected to reach
capacity in about three years, the city
has released a draft environmental
impact report on city-owned Las
Flores Ranch property between Orcutt and Los Alamos.
The property proposed for a regional Waste Management Facility
is about 8 miles south of Santa Maria
on the east side of Highway 101. Of
the almost 1800 acres owned by the
city, just over 600 acres would be
designated as landfill and attendant
facilities including scales, offices
and access roads. The remainder is
designated for recreation.
According to a report in the Santa
Maria Times, Steve Kahn, city Utilities Engineer, said certification of the
EIR could come as early as this fall.
The proposed project is bordered
on the west by Highway 101, on the
north by Dominion Road, existing oil
fields and open space, to the south by

Dominion Road and existing open
space and to the east by Dominion
and Palmer Roads.
The Times reports the city bought
the property from Chevron about
three years ago for about $2.5 million dollars.
According to a 2006 estimate, it
would cost 200 million dollars over
the ninety year, eight phase buildout period.
Initially the facility would accommodate 500 tons of waste per day
and with the expected closure of
county operated Tajiguas Landfill in
2019, the site would accept another
500 tons per day.
Copies of the draft EIR are now
available for review and comment
through July 13 at the Santa Maria
Public library, the Santa Maria Utilities Department and on the city web
site.
Steve Southwick reporting
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Over the past 40 years or so, newspaper reports about the construction
of the Union Valley Parkway invariably had the line, “Construction may
begin in .....” with a tentative date
inserted.
But over the decades, primarily due
to opposition from Foxenwoods homeowners, little dirt has been moved
to further the project along.
As Santa Maria Mayor Larry Lavagnino puts it, the decades old
project to connect Highway 101 to
Highway One has been, “studied to
death.”
The connection between Hummel
Drive to Highway 101 (albeit not
the actual interchange connection
at 101) was completed in the 1990s.
However, because of opposition from
Foxenwood groups, little has happened on the extension from Hummel Drive to Blosser Road except for
scores of environmental reports and
public hearings.
The latest effort to stop the project
from passing north of Foxenwoods
is a legal challenge by “Orcutt Citizens for Better Government,” which
claims support from residents outside the Foxenwoods community.
Petitioners Frank and Pat Culley
argue the city of Santa Maria’s documents detailing the environmental
impacts of the extension are flawed.
This spring, in a council session
packed with opposing Santa Maria
and Orcutt residents, the Santa Maria
City Council voted 4-1 to approve the
Environmental Impact Report clearing the way for the extension of the
two lane UVP west across Highway
135 south of Foster Road to connect
with Blosser Road. A new freeway
interchange would be added at Highway 101.
Council member Hilda Zacarias
was the dissenting vote arguing for
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a more northerly route closer to the
airport and away from Foxenwoods.
Lavagnino says endangered species
issues prevent that option.
The lawsuit by Orcutt Citizens for
Better Environment has been filed in
Santa Barbara Superior Court alleging
the city failed to adhere to the California Environmental Quality Act.
Lavagnino says the lawsuit may
hold up construction this summer.
“We are trying to resolve the issue
of a wall between the proposed UVP
and Foxenwood,” he says. “The ‘wall
issue’ may play into the solution.”
The portion of UVP between Blosser
Road and Highway one was abandoned years ago because of tiger salamander and other endangered species
issues. In addition to questioning
the EIR on issues of traffic, noise,
and air quality east of Blosser, OCBE
is alleging the EIR does not properly
address the impacts of changing the
terminus from Highway 1 to South
Blosser Road.
UVP was designed to create a major
east-west artery through the Santa
Maria/Orcutt area to relieve traffic on Santa Maria Way, Lakeview
Road, Clark Avenue and other nearby
roads.
Lavagnino says the $36 million dollar project has been put out to bid and
construction could begin this summer. The city is moving ahead with
plans for construction.
UVP would be funded in part by
state gas-tax funds and Measure A,
a countywide, half cent sales tax for
transportation planning and construction.
City Attorney Gil Trujillo told the
Santa Maria Times the city intends to
“aggressively defend” against the suit
and expects to prevail in court.
Steve Southwick reporting
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Orphaned Eucalyptus Trees Find Home

As we reported in March, a strip of
eucalyptus trees between the Harp
Springs housing development and
the neighboring community had
been orphaned and was being referred to as “No Man’s Land”.
In the last two months, these trees
have been a major topic of conversation among the members of the Harp
Springs Homeowners Association.
President of the Association, Randy
Heybl, has been involved in collecting data regarding the eucalyptus
and working on getting a consensus
form all ten of the current Harp

Springs homeowners as to what
should be done.
Discussions are set to be held at an
upcoming Homeowners Association
meeting with representatives from
Urban Planning Concepts. Members
will discuss the financial implications of taking responsibility for the
eucalyptus trees and go over a possible budget. At present, the cost is
estimated to be about $25,000.
“We are currently taking bids
from tree trimmers,” says Heybl,
“The trees will most likely have
to be trimmed every four years at

$15,000.”
Heybl describes the process of assuming ownership as “involved” and
says that it will include title searches
and surveys.
The eucalyptus trees are currently
undergoing a trim to ensure safety,
at least for the short term, of residents. Though no official decisions
have been made, it is likely that the
Homeowner’s Association will take
on the task long-term.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Orcutt Student Named State Handwriting
Competition Winner
6th grade student honored for best
handwriting in California
Simone Swain, of Santa Maria, was
named the 2009 State Handwriting
Winner in the National Handwriting
Contest sponsored by Zaner-Bloser
Educational Publishers. Swain is a
6th grader at Valley Christian Academy in Santa Maria.
Swain will go on to compete

against State Winners nationwide for
the title of National Winner selected
for each grade level, Grades One
through Eight. A Grand National
Champion will be selected from all
National Winners.
For the past 18 years, Zaner-Bloser,
the leading publisher of handwriting
materials, has sponsored the National
Handwriting Contest to emphasize

VICTORIAN STAINED GLASS WORKS
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Repairs
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Glass Supplies & Classes
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Detail and Pressure Washing

Concrete: Driveways, Walkways, Patios
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(805) 863-1649

onthespot805@yahoo.com • Bus. Lic. #16946

the importance of developing good
handwriting skills. This year, more
than 200,000 students participated
in the contest nationwide.
State winners and their teachers
receive beautifully engraved wood
pens, a special award certificate and
a $50 gift certificate for Zaner-Bloser
learning materials.
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Orcutt Academy Hires New Athletic Director

This year has been a big one for year, McKenzie decided it might six years.
Orcutt Academy. From the grand be time to look for work closer to
“I got lucky,” says McKenzie of
opening ceremonies to the end of home after teaching in Lompoc for coming across the position of Athletic Director, “[Orcutt
the year Fun Day, the school has
Academy] is a great
been busy making sure their first
year was one to be proud of.
school.”
“It’s been a great year,” says Ken
McKenzie, who will
Parker, “The students put on a Modalso be teaching P.E. and
el UN which was quite something.
AVID, has already beThe GATE students completed their
gun to meet with other
projects. One of the students could
directors and coaches in
have been on CSI, her fingerprinting
the area and is looking
presentation was amazing. And we
forward to the upcomreceived the highest rating a school
ing year.
can get from the Western Associa“It’s going to be fun,”
he says, “And challengtion of Schools and Colleges.”
With a pile of accomplishments being. The only sport we
hind them, a few changes lie ahead.
can play at the school
Santa Maria native Chad McKenzie
is volleyball. All of
will be taking over as the new Aththe others will have to
letic Director for Orcutt Academy.
travel even for home
As pink slips began to fly this past Chad McKenzie, Orcutt Academy's new Athletic
games. We will probDirector

Tom Lanier, CLIA

(805) 878-5449

ably use the new facilities over on
Rice Ranch and we’ve been talking
to Lakeview, Hancock, Righetti, and
local clubs.”
“We will definitely need help from
the community,” he continues, “But
I hear that the parents here are really
involved and that will make a huge
difference.”
With 130 ninth graders and 117
tenth graders currently enrolled,
the upcoming school year will likely
be an exciting one for McKenzie
and all of Orcutt Academy’s young
athletes.
by Rebecca Ross Klosinski

Claudia Torres - Owner
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Santa Maria, CA 93455
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•
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Custom Homes
Remodeling
In-Home Designs
Concrete Work
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICE
CONNECTION
689-6081
Thomas R. King, Owner

Lic. 480363

OP Orcutt Pioneer ~ June 24, 2009

4

Orcutt Schools Update

Paying Tribute to 10 Retirees
By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent,
Orcutt Union School District

For 26 years, Chico Dominguez has considered
the Orcutt Union School District home.
“Everybody says their job is a ‘home away from
home,’ but for me this school district truly is my
home,” says Dominguez, who is our district’s
custodial supervisor. “It’s a big family here – the
biggest family I’ve ever had.”
Sadly for our district, Chico is leaving us. He is
retiring, along with nine other employees. This
year’s retirees have had distinguished careers,
and I thought it would be both fitting and uplifting to write about them in this, my final column
of the 2008-2009 school year. Here they are, in
alphabetical order:
Karl Cudworth. Karl, a fifth-grade teacher at
Joe Nightingale School, has completed 22 years
in the school district. Throughout his time here,
he has been passionate about children’s literature
and athletics.
Chico Dominguez. Prior to being custodial
supervisor, Chico worked as a custodian at May
Grisham School and Orcutt Junior High School.
One of the many reasons Chico is fond of our district is that he met his wife here. (Sue Dominguez
is the office manager for our Maintenance, Operations, and Transportation Department.)
Sandy Eyler. A kindergarten teacher at Patterson
Road School, Sandy has 38 years of experience in
the district. A talented and caring educator, she
has been a wonderful role model for kindergarten teachers district-wide. She and her husband,
Buzz (our director of educational technology),
have collaborated to present many inservices and

trainings to staff.
Jane Fesler. Jane has made astounding contributions in curriculum and instruction during her
37-year career. A math teacher at Lakeview Junior
High School, she took a hiatus in the 1990s to head
the Central Coast Math Project at Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo. She has mentored scores of colleagues in
Orcutt and other local school districts.
Linda Hearn. Linda’s 22-year tenure has included assignments at Pine Grove and Alice Shaw
schools. She is a dedicated educator who has taken
a special interest in language arts and history. This
past year, she taught fourth grade at Alice Shaw.
Dena Hulme. Dena retires after 10 years as our
district’s receptionist. She has been our “voice,”
answering the phones at our district office and
handling many other duties.
Diane Mitchell. For a decade, Diane has been the
office manager for Orcutt Junior High School and,
for this past year, the Orcutt Academy High School.
She has been an upbeat, energetic supporter of
students, staff, and families.
Ole Pedersen. Ole has just finished an amazing

40 years with our district – all at Orcutt Junior High
School. For decades, the eighth-grade social studies teacher has given lessons and planned activities
(such as his school’s “Civil War Days”) that have
captivated students and truly made history come
to life. He was Orcutt’s first-ever Santa Barbara
County Teacher of the Year, and no one could be
more deserving.
Diane Taggart. A fourth-grade teacher at Joe
Nightingale School, Diane has 14 years of experience in our district. She has a calm, encouraging
presence with students. Everyone loves her
classroom, which she decorates to resemble a
rain forest.
Catherine Welt. Catherine’s 16 years in our
district culminated in a kindergarten classroom at
Alice Shaw School. Catherine has served students
as a Special Education teacher and classroom
teacher, and she always has been a caring, knowledgeable educator.

Add up all of this experience, and you have 235
years of service to the Orcutt Union School District.
What a loss! At the same time, we are happy for
these retirees, and we wish them a happy, healthy,
prosperous future.
In closing, I would be remiss if I did not say that
we also are losing – we hope temporarily – some
other members of the Orcutt family: those employees who face the loss of their positions due to layoff.
Just as we wish our retirees the best, I would like to
wish these men and women the best. Here’s hoping that our budget situation eventually improves
to the extent to which we are able to rehire them
and have them rejoin our school district.
May all of you have a wonderful summer!
Dr. Sharon McHolland can be contacted by phone at
938-8900, by e-mail at smcholland@orcut-schools.net,
or by mail c/o Orcutt Union School District, 500 Dyer
Street, Orcutt, CA 93455.
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Vacation Bible School
July 20-24, 2009
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

4 year olds through
6 th graders

Join the fun !!!
No program fees

Pine Grove Baptist Church
5551 South Bradley Road

(at the corner of Bradley and Rice Ranch Road,
across from Pine Grove School)

937-4538
www.pinegrovebaptistchurchsm.org

“We go out on a limb for you.”
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Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for up
to 25 words. FREE ADS CAN ONLY BE ACCEPTED VIA
EMAIL sent to info@orcuttpioneer.com with CLASSIFIED in the subject line. 25 word limit.
FOR SALE Samsung 42" rear-projection widescreen
HDTV with stand. First $450 takes it. 878-1739.
Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park.
$100/cord; $60 for 1/2 cord. Contact park office
934-6123 for appt.
PLANT RECYCLER: we Buy-Dig-Sell exotic Plants,
Palms & Succulents, By Appointment 937-5803, Best
Gardens & Design, corner of Clark & Telephone x3
Model Home Furnishings Half-price Pottery Barn
style furniture for sale. Warehouse inventory changes
weekly. Beds, tables, sofas, chairs, etc. Grover Beach
489-4277 mhfurnishings.net
Oval table, for use as a desk or dining, $175 OBO;
white china dishes for 4, $8; gold trim crystal goblets
set of 8, $15. 937-1191
NEW Peters-Revington one drawer cocktail table in
Barberry Cherry with glass top. Was $480 asking $250
24Dx40Wx19H. 934-0111
“Clicker” Universal Remote Control Garage Door
Opener. New- $35, Only Asking $20. Barley Used.
Battery Included. Model: “KLIK1U”, Compatible w/
Nearly All Brands. 598-8355 Leave Message
JONATHAN BELMONT MEMORIAL BBQ FUNDRAISER.
St. Louis de Montfort Church Sunday, July 5 10am
- 3pm. Tri-tip sandwhich. Tickets on site or call
934-2533.
Kumho 195/60R15 88H Radial Tires (4) with Rims
$375.00 obo. 934.4457
WANTED any old un-wanted motorcycles, running or
not, will haul away & pay, 249-0370
Four or six Antique solid Maple Captain’s chairs.
Sturdy. Very good condition. Recently refinished. Good

for game tables. $30 each. Six for $ 150 937-5836
Queen mattress $20; Full mattress and box spring
$20. 937-3751
House for rent. Newer 4bdrm 2.5 bath. Close to schools
shopping & parks. Non smokers. No pets. 440-7437
Wardrobe moving boxes 20x20x46” w/bar $5 each.
934-3075
FIESTA GAS GRILL Full size gas grill with lid, temperature control & side panels with burner. Very good
condition. On wheels. $50.00. 934-4997.
Furniture for sale: sofa, occasional chair, recliner, set
of 4 oak chairs, entertainment center, and a desk. All
in good condition. Call 938-5059 or 478-6536
Large Dog Travel Kennel, used once $25;Golf bag 2
wheel cart $15 937-6313, if no answer, leave phone
no. & will return call.
FOR SALE: Appliances, Hutches, Dining Tables,
Bowflex, Oak Armoire, Queen Bedroom Set, Stereos,
TV, Couch and Loveseat, 1996 Mercedes, More.
934-4457.
End table $5.00 Two 4 teir stands that hold CDs $5
each. phone 937-7619
Hide a bed queen size couch. excellent condition. Just
tired of the color. Don’t need hide a bed any more. $150
queen size. 937-7619
GOLF CLUBS & PULL CART 3 WOODS, 8 IRONS 93PW), GRAPHITE SHAFTS, GOLF BAG, PULL CART $65
938-0130
2006 Chrysler 300-C. ONLY 13,500 miles. Show room
clean. Loaded with every option. Asking $19,750. Kelly
Blue Book for private party is $20,400. 938-0881.
12 ft. Portabote fishing boat and 2 cushioned seats
$700.00. Women’s electric bicycle (new batteries)
$200.00. 934-9894 or 598-0226.
Caregiver: reliable and dedicated with exceptional
references to help you with grocery shopping medical
appt.s and errands, meal preparation, companionship.
Call Ada at 264-2684.
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Shop ORCUTT First!
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DISCOUNTS.
See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA 93455
Bus: 805-937-7275

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®
P057015 9/05

statefarm.com®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

THE COTTAGES AT HUMMEL VILLAGE
GR AND OPENING DECOR ATED MODELS!
A Not-For-Proﬁt Community-Based Service of Wilshire Foundation
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HUMMEL VILLAGE in
Orcutt offer an attractive country
setting, great amenities and
abundant activities. And now with
two distinct communities, you
have the FREEDOM to choose a
lifestyle that works for YOU.

������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������
�������������������������
����������������������������������������

�����������������
���������������

����������������������
�����������
���������������
������������������

Let us do the work while you have
fun. Live the life you have earned at
Hummel Village.
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Michael Gomez DDS
General and Esthetic
Dentistry

Dr. Gomez and his excellent staff
are committed to providing you and
your family with the highest
quality dental, cosmetic and
preventive care for all ages.

805-922-3939

www.DoctorGomez.com
Orion Professional Center
2151 S. College #202
Santa Maria CA 93455

established 1978

Drop by for your
summer travel needs:
Summer Hats
Travel Handbags from
Baggalini Clothing
July 4th Tshirts
…and more
Thank You For Shopping Locally!
1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

6

OP Orcutt Pioneer ~ June 24, 2009

7

OP Orcutt Pioneer ~ June 24, 2009

Bible School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:15 AM

204 Patterson Rd.
Orcutt, CA 93455
805.937.1641
www.OrcuttChristian.Org
w6alm@Verizon.Net
Pastor: Dr. Archie Miller
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US POSTAGE
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SANTA BARBARA, CA
PERMIT NO. 139

Archie Miller
Realtor®
805.478.8841

Charlene Miller
Broker
805.478.8842

Sunday Services
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Orcutt Pioneer

For the Best in

Property
Management
“There’s No Place Like Home”
555 East Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt
Office 805.934.3515
Fax: 805.938.5885
Cell: 805.478.8870
eMail: Home_pm@Verizon.net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com

Direct Mailed to all 15,000 Orcutt
Households & Businesses Monthly!

MARY ANN WRIGHT
“Bringing People Home Since 1977”

805-331-0995 | www.maryannwright.com | maryann@93455.com
“Let My 30 Years Experience Work For You”
DRE#00587084

Impressive Quality Custom Home! Sale Contingent
Built By Fred Krueger. Elegant Entry. Three Bedrooms & 3 1/2 Baths.
Gourmet Kitchen Has Granite Counters, Breakfast Nook, Walk-In
Pantry And Adler Wood Cabinets. Media Room Has Wet Bar, Beverage Chiller, Balcony w/ Speakers. Master Is On Ground Level And Offers Lighted Tray Ceiling, Coffee Bar And Two Walk-In Closets. Price
Reduced To $895,000.

# 155036 4 Beds 3 Baths
$ 675,000 1.15AC

$136,000

$779,000
Century 21 Advantage 336 E. Betteravia Rd. Santa Maria, CA. 93454

