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Jack’s Sustains Major Damage in Fire;
Kea Optimistic about Re-Opening Soon

On the morning of May 4th, at approximately 3am, a fire broke out in
Jack’s Restaurant on S. Broadway.
Early reports by the fire department
found a natural gas leak to be the
cause of the blaze. The fire did not
reach any of the neighboring buildings, but the restaurant sustained
severe damage.
Initial reaction from owner Brian
Kea was one of shock. Kea had
worked at Jack’s Restaurant for
decades before taking over the Old
Orcutt landmark in 2005.
According to Kea, investigators
from the gas company are still working to officially determine the cause,
though their findings will likely be in
agreement with those of the fire department. Once their work is done,
Kea will be able to file the necessary
A boarded door greets visitors to Jack's after it sustained major fire damage. Well claims with his insurance company.
“It really was just a shock. We’re
wishers leave notes of support.
going to have to gut the whole place,

down to the walls and concrete,” he
says, “Hopefully we can open back
up in about four months. Although
after talking to some people, more
realistically it looks like six or seven
months.”
As a testament to the restaurant,
to Kea, and to the community, many
employees of Jack’s have chosen to
file for unemployment, rather than
find new jobs, and wait it out. For
most, there is no better place to work
than Jack’s.
And amid all the chaos, Orcutt residents have found ways to reach out to
Kea, sending cards, stopping by, and
offering support.
“There has been a wonderful outpouring of support,” says Kea, “And
we’re going to try to do this as fast as
possible for me, for the employees,
and for the town.”
Kea, who seems to have enviable
optimism, says, “Well, if it’s covered
we’ll be getting all new everything
which will be nice. And, you know,
I haven’t had a vacation in thirty
years!”
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Albertson’s Remodel Focuses on Convenience
In case you hadn’t noticed, thing
looks a bit different at Albertson’s
on Clark Avenue. A $4 million dollar
remodel is underway that will give
our local supermarket some new
features.
The remodel will include a new
Starbucks at the front of the store
as well as a soup bar, a hot wing
bar, a sandwich bar, and a sushi bar.
There will be a new dry cleaners and
a bigger frozen foods section along
with a new line of organic products.
The “new” Albertson’s will have a
photo café with several self-serve
developing stations and will have a
larger selection of baked goods and
a section featuring local wines.

“We wanted to give back because
the store has done so well,” says assistant store director Todd Alvarez,
“We wanted to invest back into the
community.”
“Everyone here is very, very excited,” he continues, “It is going to
be a challenge and a change but they
are happy about the fresh, new look
the store will have. It’s going to be
very bright and open.”
The remodel is scheduled to be
complete by June 19th with an official Grand Re-Opening to be held on
July 8th with local music, hot dogs,
and fun for the whole family.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Need Extra Money?
RAINBOWS
END
JEWELRY

IS PAYING
CASH FOR
YOUR OLD
GOLD
SILVER
PLATINUM
DIAMONDS
COINS

Robert 928-9944

Shoppers find Starbucks in its new location as part of the Albertsons remodel.

ANXIETY AND PANIC
Worry • Fear • Phobias
READING • STUDY SKILLS • S.A.T. PREP
MATH • ALGEBRA • SPANISH
WRITING • GEOMETRY • AND MORE

1130 E. Clark Ave #130, Orcutt
(805) 938-5160

GET HELP NOW

Permanent • Medication Free • Affordable

Nell Stilwell

805 264 7753

www.missnell.com
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Spring Cleaning Clearance
Sale 50% Off Selected Items
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Orcutt Barber Shop Changes Hands
It’s official. Don Tinsley has sold the
Old Orcutt Barber Shop and decided to
retire. Well, sort of.
“An opportunity was provided for me
to continue with my cable access television program and to pursue other things
of interest,” says Don, “It’s time to retire
after forty five years and just enjoy the
rest of my life, not having to be at a particular place at a particular time.”
Don was approached by local Santa
Maria barber Albert Ricrio to sell his
shop.
“Albert is a young fellow and will be a
great asset to Orcutt,” says Don, “Great
to have young blood. And I wouldn’t
have sold it to just anybody. He came
along, wanted to buy it, I went home and
thought about it and said, ‘Okay!’ He’s
friendly and upbeat.”
Albert has been a barber for eleven
years and started out in his garage giving
haircuts to friends and family. He earned
his license five years ago and recently
began scoping out possible locations.
“I’ve worked at other barbers,” explains Albert, “and people come in but
you don’t know their names and it’s just
a business. But at Don’s people knew
eachother’s names and it was more like
family. I wanted to be with friends and
not just customers.”
Don admits that his regulars were

shocked when he told them he was moving on because they thought he would
never leave. But, in true community
fashion, they have been happy that he
will be able to pursue his television endeavors.
“With
Don a lot of
people are
his friends,”
says Albert,
“but they
have made
me feel at
home. People have
been so
supportive
of me. I tell
them I will
have to have special days for Don to
come and visit now that he’s going to be
a big TV star!”
Don’s show “Be Informed” seems to
have really taken off. In addition to his
regular time slot (Tuesday and Thursday
at 7pm and Friday at 4pm on SMCTV
Channel 25) Don has completed a one
hour special interviewing Hollywood
actress Jane Russell that explores her
film career and personal life. Russell is
not only a celebrity from Tinsel Town’s
heyday, but a local legend as well and

A Not-For-Proﬁt Community-Based Service of Wilshire Foundation
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VICTORIAN STAINED GLASS WORKS
Unique Windows, Door inserts, Cabinet doors
Stained and Leaded Glass
Fused Glass
Repairs
Original Gifts
Glass Supplies & Classes

125 W Clark Ste 105 Tel: 937-8234
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An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross Association
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Christopher Wickers, MBA
Wickers Insurance Agency
805.705.8583
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performs twice a month at the Radisson
Hotel.
Don is excited about the interview
airing throughout May and June and is
looking at the possibility of getting on a
major network.
“I would like for people to know that
these have been the best eight years of
my life and that I am thoroughly appreciative,” says Don, “I have received
such support that would never be
found anywhere but in Orcutt. Their
friendliness and their help has been just
phenomenal.”
“And,” he adds, “I want to thank the
Orcutt Pioneer for all of their support
over the years in all of my endeavors.”
As for Don’s shop, Albert plans to install new floors and generally update and
brighten up the place to show the community that he is truly invested in Orcutt
and the Old Orcutt Barber Shop.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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The Secret Life of Beekeeper Randy Munoz

“but it is not for the lazy person.
It’s not a casual thing. You have
to know what you’re looking for,
know how to control ants and keep
bears away, and all kinds of things.
People should know how important
bees are to everything.”
“It’s not simple,” Munoz continues, “You learn as the years go by
and you learn when to harvest and
where to put your boxes to achieve
different kinds of honey. I try to get
wildflower honey, which is more
clear and doesn’t crystallize so I put
my boxes by a field of wild mustard.
If you have avocado trees nearby
you would get a different kind of
honey.”
Munoz, who learned a lot from the
“old timers” in the Bee Club, says
doing your homework is key to being a successful beekeeper. He eats
a lot of honey, builds up tolerance

Bees are not merely striped, winged
things with stingers. Bees have inspired poetry, sent small children
running across playgrounds, and
supplied Winnie the Pooh with his
beloved honey. Bees are, in fact,
a part of the circle of life. Just ask
Beekeeper Randy Munoz.
“I started beekeeping in 2002,”
shares Munoz, “I do it for the honey,
but also to keep the art alive and to
have fun with it.”
He describes beekeeping as a
“controlled hobby” as well as a “science”. After showing an interest in
this unusual business, he acquired
a mentor who found him his first
swarm, joined the Santa Maria Valley Beekeepers Association, and
began his quest for knowledge on
the subject.
“Not to offend anyone,” he says,

continued on page 6

Tom Lanier, CLIA

(805) 878-5449

2218 S. Thornburg
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

ROOM ADDITIONS
•
•
•
•

Custom Homes
Remodeling
In-Home Designs
Concrete Work
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICE
CONNECTION
689-6081
Thomas R. King, Owner

Lic. 480363
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Orcutt Schools Update

Positive Notes from All Over
By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent,
Orcutt Union School District

In these times of dark and gloomy budget
news, let’s share some sunshine about the schools,
students, and staff of the Orcutt Union School
District:
The month of May includes two special observances: “Day of the Teacher” on May 5 and
“Classified School Employees’ Week” May 17-23.
Everyone in our school district values the amazing contributions of our teachers and Classified
employees. They are THE BEST! I feel blessed to
have them as my colleagues!
Congratulations to district trustee Bob Hatch!
Earlier this month, Bob was honored by Santa Maria
Elks Lodge No. 1538 as its “Citizen of the Year”. Bob

Michael Gomez DDS
General and Esthetic
Dentistry

Dr. Gomez and his excellent staff
are committed to providing you and
your family with the highest
quality dental, cosmetic and
preventive care for all ages.

is incredibly active in our community, and he has
done many good things – often behind the scenes
– for local youth. We are proud of you, Bob!
Congratulations to Patterson Road School Principal Don Hart! Don recently was named Elementary
Principal of the Year by Region 13 of the Association
of California School Administrators. This is an
honor, as Don was selected by fellow administrators in Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Santa
Barbara counties.
Lakeview Junior High School’s recent production
of “Beauty and the Beast” was absolutely superb!
Most of the cast of 45 students came from Lakeview,
but some participants were from the Orcutt Academy, Orcutt Junior High School, and Joe Nightingale
School. Kudos to drama teacher Jean Byrne for yet
another amazing play! ...
By the way, “Beauty and the Beast” was a smash
hit with local audiences. Each of four night performances was a “sell-out”. This means over 1,200
people got to see the play.
Congratulations to Alice Shaw School teacher
Valerie Trenev! Valerie recently was selected for
a Venoco Crystal Apple Award for northern Santa
Barbara County teachers. Valerie does many innovative things, including winning the PG&E Solar

Schools Grant described in this column earlier
this year.
Also receiving a Venoco Crystal Apple Award
was Cindy Gerritsen, speech and language pathologist at Ralph Dunlap School’s county program for
the deaf and hard of hearing. Cindy does a great
job with her students.
A May 3 community event for the Orcutt
Children’s Arts Foundation was a big success.
The “Fine Arts, Fine Friends” mixer was well attended, and everyone had a terrific time. Thanks
to everyone who came!
Congratulations to Ralph Dunlap School teacher
Abel DelValle! Abel recently was honored by the
California Teachers Association with a Local “We
Honor Ours” Award. For the past four years,
Abel has been president of the Orcutt Educators
Association.
Orcutt students fared extremely well in recent
spelling bees for fourth, sixth, and eighth graders
organized by the local Masons. In the fourth-grade
bee, first and second place were taken by Holland

Davenport of Ralph Dunlap School and Justin
Obenauer of Patterson Road School respectively.
In the sixth-grade bee, Joe Nightingale School’s
Nigel Straight and Taylor Wall were first and
second respectively, and May Grisham School’s
Lauren Wickers was third. In the eighth-grade
bee, Orcutt Junior High School’s Conor McNamara,
Abby Kuhlman, and William Veroski finished 1-2-3
respectively.
While on the topic, a special THANK YOU to
Norm Enoch and the local Masons for running these
spelling bees for local students each spring!
Joe Nightingale School is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year! On the afternoon and evening
of Friday, May 29, the school will hold a special
“50th Birthday Party”, and all current and former
Nightingale students, parents, and staff are invited
to attend. For more information, please phone the
school at 938-8650.
Dr. Sharon McHolland can be contacted by phone at
938-8900, by e-mail at smcholland@orcut-schools.net,
or by mail c/o Orcutt Union School District, 500 Dyer
Street, Orcutt, CA 93455.

SPRING SPECIAL!

20% Off

Custom Framing!

805-922-3939

with coupon • expires 6-30-09

www.DoctorGomez.com
Orion Professional Center
2151 S. College #202
Santa Maria CA 93455

805-922-2322

established 1978

Stop by for

Father’s Day
and Graduation
Cards and Gifts
See Our New
Half-Price Merchandise!
1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

ORCUTT

937-5340 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK
937-6641
100 E. Clark Ave
Orcutt, CA 93455

OIL CHANGES
AS LOW AS
$
00

24

Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

+tax

76 Oil • ask for details

PASS OR DON’T PAY!

34

$

00
Plus $8.25 for Certificate

Regular price $44.00

With this Pioneer
1/15/2000
Plus Coupon
$8.25• Expires
Certificate

Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.
Coupons May Not Be Combined With
Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon
only • Please call for appointment.
Expires 5-31-09
s r

r
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Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for up
to 25 words. FREE ADS CAN ONLY BE ACCEPTED VIA
EMAIL sent to info@orcuttpioneer.com with CLASSIFIED in the subject line. 25 word limit.
FOR SALE Samsung 42" rear-projection widescreen HDTV with
stand. First $450 takes it. 878-1739.
Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park. $100/cord;
$60 for 1/2 cord. Contact park office 934-6123 for appt.
PLANT RECYCLER: we Buy-Dig-Sell exotic Plants, Palms &
Succulents, By Appointment 937-5803, Best Gardens & Design,
corner of Clark & Telephone x3
Model Home Furnishings Half-price Pottery Barn style furniture
for sale. Warehouse inventory changes weekly. Beds, tables,
sofas, chairs, etc. Grover Beach 489-4277 mhfurnishings.net
Shirley’s Angels Daycare has openings. Loving quality care
for infants only, conveniently located near 101, all meals &
formula provided. Call Shirley Home (805) 925-6036 Cell (805)
340-9331.
Beautiful Ivory Grecian Indoor lighted Fountain; Quality couch/
washable cushions; Lg endtable w/ matching lg wood beveled
leafted mirror;utility cart;Lamps; collectibles, books,videos,Super8
camera Reasonable prices. 938-9958 Must see!!
Tiffany Park HOA Community Garage Sale May 30th 8am-2pm
Streets include: Stillwell, Oak Knolls, Cameo and Tiffany Park
Circle. Association located off Clark Avenue near 101 Freeway.
Evenflo BABY CAR SEAT with bases for 2 cars. Like NEW, beige
& black. Reverse Face Seat for newborn-22 lbs. $35.00 Call
805-406-863-4997
Electric tools, etc. Blk & Decker Skill saw; Rotozip spiral saw;
chain saw; jig saw; hedge trimmer;Weedeater; saw horses;
drill press; hammers; wrenches and sockets. $5 to $25. 9371191.
Crystal decanter, $25; gold trim crystal glasses, 2 for $5. Also
various candle holders. 937-1191.
2002 SANDPIPER 19’ Lite Travel Trailer. Eaz-Lift Hitch, AntiSway Bar. Carpeted throughout,foam mattress, AC, awning,MV,
upgrades,ex. cond. $6000, 937-1578
Wanted: Older 1-speed bicycle any condition. David 937-9614

FOR RENT---NICE 3 BEDROOM\2 BATH HOME IN ORCUTT
NEIGHBORHOOD. HAS RV ACCESS, SO. BACKYARD. NO PETS\NO
SMOKING. $1600+DEP. CALL 720-4190.
Mercedes 1979 240D bio conversion equipments excellent engine
and transmission body damage will sell parts call for detail also
parting 1982 240D 805-937-6425 or 805-310-2043
Handsome, executive, antique desk, Honduras Mahogany, large,
with black leather top in three symetrical sections each outlined
in gold relief, must see. $400 or best offer. 937-9089.
1988 Toyota Corolla; runs fine but it’s been sitting... needs a
jump start, possibly a battery; piston knock $200. or best offer
937-6023
Oak 3-piece queen bedroom set with lighted & mirrored headboard, dresser with mirror and armoire. $750.00 Call Julie in
Orcutt 805-345-7978.
Side-by-Side black Refrigerator water and ice dispensers in door.
GE Profile 26.6 cubic feet, works great! $300.00 in Orcutt. Call
Julie at 805-345-7978
Two antique single plant stands: pair $95 Hanging chair with
frame and pad $95 Hammock metal frame $95 Wonder horse
from 50’s $50 Goat cart – very old – needs some work $150
473-1589
Four Captain’s Chairs, Solid Maple, sturdy, very good condition,
recently refinished, $ 30.00 each. 937-5836.
Local non profit, PathPoint, is looking for gardening tools of all
kinds to help adults with disabilities start a large organic garden.
Call 934.3534 ext 107 ask for Mary Hernandez.
Porcelain dishes, white, service for 8 $45; flatware stainless 18/8,
$35; oval dinette/occasional oak table, $185; BBQ with side burner
plus cover, $150. 937-1191
Carpet & underfelt for 2 bedroom apartment as new; Kitchen
dining table & 4 chairs set; chrome retro 70’s; T.V.’s 52cm very
big & 42cm for what have you; TV. Cabinets: 1 Origin Pine very
big & 1 Light Oak both good design; Various Carpets / Rugs: all
sizes & colours; Lawn mowers: gasoline, strong, well kept, 1 as
new; Christmas tree for what have you; Lamps & shades: various
sizes, colours and shapes 934-4857
12 ft. Portabote fishing boat and 2 cushioned seats $700.00.
Women’s electric bicycle (new batteries) $200.00. 934-9894
or 598-0226.
SHIRLEY’S ANGELS DAYCARE. Loving, Quality Care For Infants
Only. Lic#426212725 925-6036 or 340-9331

PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE
MANAGEMENT SERVICES BY:

Nishimori
landscape & design, inc.
Serving the local community for over 15 years.
Nishimori Landscape & Design, Inc. also offers full service landscape
maintenance for both commercial and residential properties.
* Weekly, monthly & quarterly services available
* Lawn care (mowing, edging, trimming)
* Tree and shrub care (pruning, thinning, shaping)
* Insect, disease & weed control
* Gopher control
* Specialty pruning (Roses, fruit trees, perennials, ornamental grasses)
* Mulch application (bark, rock, compost)
* Irrigation services (trouble-shooting, repair, replacement)
* Lawn renovations (dethatching, aeration, overseeding)
* Hydroseeding
* Spring/Fall clean-ups
* Landscape design & installation

928-5756

807 South Blosser Road, Santa Maria, CA 93458

Contractor’s License #610659 Pest Control Business License #3980
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Shop ORCUTT First!
NEIGHBORS TALK.

GOOD NEIGHBORS
LISTEN.
Need help planning your future? I’ll help you best protect your car,
home and family. Nobody can match our combination of service
and low rates. So let’s talk and get you a great price. Getting to
know you better only helps me to serve you better.

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA 93455
Bus: 805-937-7275

statefarm.com®
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance CompanyP077011 04/07
Bloomington, IL; State Farm Florida Insurance Company - Winter Haven, FL; State Farm Lloyds - Dallas, TX.
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Beekeeper
continued from page 3

to stings, and isn’t afraid to get his
hands dirty.
“If anybody goes into beekeeping
thinking they’re going to make a
lot of money, they’re wrong,” says
Munoz, “It can be costly. You have
to have a suit, a smoker, some kind
of wheelbarrow, your boxes, frames,
an extractor.”
In fact, there are entire catalogs
filled with beekeeping must-haves.
But beekeeping isn’t all about put-

6

ting on the suit (which looks like
something created by NASA) or
tending your boxes. Munoz and
his fellow Bee Club members host
a booth each year at the Santa Barbara County Fair, complete with
observation hive, and compete for
prizes. This is not only fun for the
group, but also educational for the
community.
And bees don’t just produce honey.
The pollen can be extracted and the
wax combs can be used to make
beeswax candles. Although Munoz is still building up his hives,
someday he may consider selling

“We go out on a limb for you.”

®SM

COASTAL TREE SERVICE

his wares at local markets.
Until then, he has taken up the
sideline of removing swarms from
people’s homes.
“People will call me up to get
swarms that they have at their
houses so the exterminators won’t
have to come out,” says Munoz, “I
take it away in a box and it’s like a
free family to me.”
As a landscape gardener, he also
plans to focus more on growing
vegetables in small plots and setting
up backyard plots for locals. And
he plans to obtain his license to be

• Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding
• Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift • Land Clearing
• Homeowner Associations • Property Mgt. Companies

Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee

State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235
Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured

937-7817
Since 1986

FOR SALE

805-922-2322

Save Money
on Chiropractic Care
Residents of Orcutt,

Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

FREE
ESTIMATES

able to officially recover swarms
from homes as well.
As for beekeeping, “It will be
something I’ll be into for the rest of
my life,” says Munoz, “I guess I just
have a love for it.”
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Fred Carbone, DC
Aloha Family
Chiropractic

All of us have been touched by the current economic crisis.
We have seen our home values drop, our 401k’s shrink, and
our school budgets cut. Our stress level is at the highest I
have ever seen in my 17 years of practice here in Orcutt.
But one thing remains true—our health is our most valuable
possession. If you or a loved one is facing a health
challenge, the consequences of not getting well quickly can
be devastating.
Studies have repeatedly shown
Chiropractic Care can get people back to work quickly and
for less cost than medical care. So call today for a low-cost
evaluation. $27 gets you a complete spinal evaluation
complete
with
computer
scan
and
X-rays.
Offer ends June 19th. Call today 934-5757

THE COTTAGES AT HUMMEL VILLAGE
GR AND OPENING DECOR ATED MODELS!
THE COTTAGES AT
HUMMEL VILLAGE in
Orcutt offer an attractive country
setting, great amenities and
abundant activities. And now with
two distinct communities, you
have the FREEDOM to choose a
lifestyle that works for YOU.

5006 Telephone Rd.,
Orcutt
11.5 Level Acres

Zoning permits 2
residences
Live in the
existing 2,000
sq.ft. home while
you build your
dream home.

Listed at $1,190,000
Call Mike Phillips at 878-5080
or Caroline Landry at 878-5850
Quail Meadows Realty 937-7253

Let us do the work while you have
fun. Live the life you have earned at
Hummel Village.

A E N C  S
L  A +
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Maintenance-Free
Rental Apartments
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Low-Maintenance
Condominium Homes
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Bible School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:15 AM

204 Patterson Rd.
Orcutt, CA 93455
805.937.1641
www.OrcuttChristian.Org
w6alm@Verizon.Net
Pastor: Dr. Archie Miller

For the Best in

Property
Management
“There’s No Place Like Home”
555 East Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt
Office 805.934.3515
Fax: 805.938.5885
Cell: 805.478.8870
eMail: Home_pm@Verizon.net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com
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Archie Miller
Realtor®
805.478.8841

Charlene Miller
Broker
805.478.8842

Sunday Services

Orcutt Pioneer

Direct Mailed to all 15,000 Orcutt
Households & Businesses Monthly!

MARY ANN WRIGHT
“Bringing People Home Since 1977”

805-331-0995 | www.maryannwright.com | maryann@93455.com
“Let My 30 Years Experience Work For You”
Impressive Quality Custom Home!
Built By Fred Krueger. Elegant Entry. Three Bedrooms & 3 1/2 Baths.
Gourmet Kitchen Has Granite Counters, Breakfast Nook, Walk-In
Pantry And Adler Wood Cabinets. Media Room Has Wet Bar, Beverage Chiller, Balcony w/ Speakers. Master Is On Ground Level And Offers Lighted Tray Ceiling, Coffee Bar And Two Walk-In Closets. Price
Reduced To $895,000.

# 152778 4 Beds 3
Baths $ 427,900

Century 21 Advantage 336 E. Betteravia Rd. Santa Maria, CA. 93454

