Serving the Community of Orcutt, California • March 25, 2009 • www.OrcuttPioneer.com • Circulation 17,000 +

Fresh and Easy

Construction Completed; Waiting for Right Time to Open
The newest store to pop up in the
latest crop of Fresh & Easy’s across
California is right here in Orcutt. Well,
almost. Construction has wrapped at
4869 S. Bradley (corner of Clark and
Bradley), but
no doors have
been opened.
A representative of Fresh
& Easy, Brendan Wonnacott, says, “We
will let all of
the press and
certainly all of
our neighbors
know about a month out when we will
be opening.”
“We had planned to open the Orcutt
store at the end of 2008, beginning of
2009,” he continues, “but in this economic climate we feel it’s important to
be prudent in our expansion.”
Fresh & Easy Neighborhood Markets
are local, neighborhood stores that provide fresh, high-quality, wholesome
food at budget prices.
Fresh & Easy Chief Marketing Officer
Simon Uwins describes the stores as
“different from any other supermarket”. He explains, “Based on extensive
research, we’ve built a store from the
ground up for American customers.
We’ve designed a modern grocery
store for the modern American. We
found that customers were shopping at
lots of different stores to piece together
their weekly shopping trip, so we put
together a format to simplify customer’s lives. We offer fresh, wholesome
food at affordable prices with a range
of authentic products and national
brands, as well as our private label.”
These “modern grocery stores” cover
10,000 square feet, which they say is

smaller than the average supermarket
in the hopes of providing an easier,
faster shopping experience.
Fresh & Easy private label products
contain no artificial colors or flavors, no
added trans fats,
and no preservatives (unless
absolutely necessary). Their
eggs are cage
free and their
dairy products
come from California cows.
Stores also provide convenient,
pre-packaged meals made fresh in their
Riverside kitchens.
In addition to providing wholesome,
affordable food, Fresh & Easy is dedicated to its communities. They are a
pilot member of LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design) and
a member of the California Climate Action Registry. They offer recycling, they
only sell energy-efficient light bulbs,
they drive neighborhood friendly delivery trucks, they make community
donations a part of their regular budget, and they have a Shop for Schools
Program.
Although the store is not opening as
quickly as the company had hoped,
when it does it will provide much
needed jobs in our community.
Fresh & Easy employees start at $10
an hour, are guaranteed the minimum
number of hours to receive benefits,
and are offered retirement plans. According to the Fresh & Easy website,
more than half of its store employees
live within four miles of their stores.
To find out more, visit www.freshandeasy.com
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Landmark Clock Dedicated
in Old Orcutt
About 60 people gathered at the
corner of Broadway and Clark Avenues late last month to witness the
unveiling of a 17-foot-tall landmark
clock in the downtown area of Old
Town Orcutt. The 1,000-pound
timepiece, features a piece of Orcutt
history on its face – a painting “Old
Maud,” the oil well that put Orcutt
on the map and brought thousands
of Orcutt pioneers to the Santa Maria
Valley at the turn of the 20th century.
The painting was done by Glenda
Stevens, the same artist whose depictions of early Orcutt days adorn
murals at the same location at Old
Orcutt 76 station owned by Paul
Enstad.
The clock and murals were both
done at the behest of Old Town
Orcutt Revitalization Association
(OTORA), a group of Orcutt businesspeople and residents whose
mission it is to upkeep the Old Orcutt
area into an inviting environment
for residents and visitors. “It’s absolutely beautiful,” 4th District Santa
Barbara County supervisor Joni Gray
said about the clock. “It’s a symbol of
the heart of Orcutt and the beginning
of a new downtown.”
Berto Van Veen, one of the founding members of OTORA, brought
the idea to the group after seeing a
similar clock while on a trip to the
East Coast. The clock was purchased
through fundraising and donations.
Dedicated plaques at the base of the
clock are available for purchase (see
page 10 for details).
In the weeks prior to the dedication,
OTORA members also planted several trees along the corridor of East
Clark Avenue. Tree dedications are
also available, and information can
be obtained by calling 937-5849.
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Orcutt Schools Update

The Orcutt Board,
On the Budget
By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent,
Orcutt Union School District

To readers,
Rather than expressing my views this
month, I would like readers to hear the
voices of the trustees of the Orcutt Union
School District. At their March 11 board
meeting, the trustees – with Board President Kathy Meissner speaking for her colleagues Rob Buchanan, Bob Hatch, Dr.
Jim Peterson, and Jan Zilli – delivered
a thoughtful statement on our district’s
budget situation and how they plan to
deal with it. Please read on ...
Dr. Sharon McHolland
Superintendent,
Orcutt Union School District
To the employees and families of the
Orcutt Union School District, and to
the Orcutt community at large:
These are difficult and trying times.
We have faced a host of challenges
as a board ... but in all our years of
service we have never before encountered a situation like the current economic storm. Employees,
parents, and members of our com-
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munity perceive this, and in the past
few months each of us has fielded an
unprecedented number of concerns
and questions. On behalf of my fellow board members, I would like to
report to you on the fiscal crisis we
face and our plan to address it.
To begin, we would describe our
school district’s current financial
shortfall as a once-in-a-lifetime
phenomenon. Our district budget
is linked to the California economy,
and when our state’s economy is
faltering as it is now – with unemployment currently surpassing 10
percent – our school district suffers.
Despite some positive publicity for
Sacramento’s recent steps forward
on a state budget, our district will
still need to cut a minimum of $2.7
million from our budget over the next
two school years. This amount will
be even higher if California voters do
not approve the tax increases that will
be on the May 19 special ballot.

As most of you are aware, this
will not be the first time in recent
history we have needed to make
substantial cuts to our budget. Since
2002, reduced revenue from the state
along with declining enrollment
have caused us to make over $4.5
million in cuts. To date, we have
eliminated 911⁄2 Certificated, Classified, and management positions.
We have also reduced numerous
services and programs, including
library services, technology support, counseling, health services,
transportation, custodial services,
continued on page 3
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First Annual Poker Shuffle
Saturday, April 25, 2009
Stinky’s Grill
$40 per ticket
(includes dinner, poker card and dancing)
6:00-6:30 Cocktails
6:30-7:30 Dinner Buffet
7:30-8:30 Poker Shuffle
8:30-11:00 Dancing
Adult fun to benefit our local childrens’ charities:
CASA • SMV Discovery Museum
Shoes for Students
Tickets at Stinky’s Grill or www.BenisHere.com

ONCE EVERY 10 YEARS!

VICTORIAN STAINED GLASS WORKS
Unique Windows, Door inserts, Cabinet doors
Stained and Leaded Glass
Fused Glass
Repairs
Original Gifts
Glass Supplies & Classes
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Obergammergau
Passion Play 2010
Join Mary Lou Los for the trip of a lifetime

Alpine Explorer
11 days - 16 meals • June 4-14th 2010
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Highlights:
Stresa • Lago Maggiore
Lugano • Zermatt
Glacier Express Train
St. Moritz • Innsbruck
St Peter’s Restaurant
Munich • Oberammergau
Passion Play

Your Travel Center • (805) 937-6393
149 S. 1st St. Ste. F • Orcutt, CA 93455
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Orcutt Schools Update
continued from page 2
maintenance and grounds services,
office support staff, capital improvements, and more.
This year’s situation, however, is
fundamentally different and considerably more grave. In past years,
we have been able to reduce costs,
capitalize on retirements and attrition, and limit certificated layoffs to
relatively small numbers. This year,
the enormity of our deficit means
there is no way for us to stay solvent
as a district without considering the
elimination of literally dozens of
jobs. As one of us reflected recently,
in the past seven years we have
made all of the somewhat-difficult,
difficult, and very-difficult budget
decisions that were there for us.
This year, we are faced with heartwrenching, excruciatingly difficult
decisions that will have an impact
on the lives of many of our dedicated
employees.
Where do we go from here? In
facing this situation, our board is
confronted with the same choice that
many businesses in California and

across the nation have faced during
this downturn: Either lay off employees to preserve salaries and benefits
at current levels for the employees
who are left, or seek shared sacrifices
to keep as many people working as
possible. Our board is unequivocal in
selecting the second option. Simply
put, we are committed to preserving
as many jobs as we can. In our view,
it would be unconscionable to put
good people out of work at a time in
which there are simply no other jobs
to be had.
To be sure, we realize we will not be
able to retain our full staff. Certain
positions will have to be eliminated
due to our declining enrollment
– resulting in an estimated $210,000
in budget reductions. Even with
this decrease in staff, however, we
still have approximately $2.5 million

Save Money
on Chiropractic Care
Residents of Orcutt,

Fred Carbone, DC
Aloha Family
Chiropractic

All of us have been touched by the current economic crisis.
We have seen our home values drop, our 401k’s shrink, and
our school budgets cut. Our stress level is at the highest I
have ever seen in my 17 years of practice here in Orcutt.
But one thing remains true—our health is our most valuable
possession. If you or a loved one is facing a health
challenge, the consequences of not getting well quickly can
be devastating.
Studies have repeatedly shown
Chiropractic Care can get people back to work quickly and
for less cost than medical care. So call today for a low-cost
evaluation. $27 gets you a complete spinal evaluation
complete
with
computer
scan
and
X-rays.
Offer ends April 17th. Call today 934-5757

more to cut from our budget.
To those employees who are facing
layoff, the board extends concern and
empathy. We recognize the stress and
frustration you are feeling; we also
understand the impact of layoffs on
your spouses and families. Please
know that we are committed to saving as many of your jobs as we can.
To those employees who ultimately
will lose their jobs due to declining
enrollment, the board expresses its
sincere thanks and gratitude. We
want to thank you for all you have
done for our children. We know
you recognize that the board has an
obligation to our students and to the
taxpayers of the Orcutt community to
keep the district fiscally solvent.
We look forward to the day when
this crisis is over and we can restore
many of the programs and services

that we have reduced or eliminated.
Right now, though, we believe that
we all need to realize we are part of a
greater Orcutt Union School District
family – a family in which every person and every person’s job has value.
We hope our students, staff, parents,
and community support us in our
decision to work toward keeping as
many members of our Orcutt family
as possible employed as we ride out
this economic storm.
Sincerely,
Your Board of Trustees

ROOM ADDITIONS
•
•
•
•

Custom Homes
Remodeling
In-Home Designs
Concrete Work
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICE
CONNECTION
689-6081
Thomas R. King, Owner

1157 E Clark Ave, Orcutt CA
Longs Shopping Center Lic. 480363
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Vincent Partida: Family Walks for a Cure

Vincent Partida is ten years old. He
can easily charm you with his smile,
he loves to play sports, and he is close
to his family. Ralph Dunlap principal
Joe Dana describes him as a leader
who has a lot of friends and is well
liked by his teachers.
“In almost every respect,” said
Dana in a recent letter to parents and
faculty, “[he] is like any other kid.
The only difference between most
other kids and Vincent is that he has
been dealing with MS.”
Last February Vincent was officially
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, an
autoimmune disease that affects vision and motor abilities. In that year
he has learned a lot about what it is
like to live with MS.
“Before he started kindergarten,”
says Vincent’s mom, Kristi Partida,
“He was getting really bad headaches. He lost his appetite, he didn’t
want to play, and that is not like him
at all.”
Kristi describes a series of headaches, seizures, doctor’s visits, diagnoses, medications, and trips to
Cottage Hospital and the University
of California San Francisco. Over the
years Vincent has had to deal with

aching bones, steroids, temporarily
losing the vision in his right eye, and
taking breaks from playing football
and basketball.
As described on Vincent’s National Multiple Sclerosis Society
(NMSS) profile, having
MS means
“you may
not be able to
walk when
you wake
up.
Yo u
may suddenly have
impaired
Vincent Partida
vision. Or
your memory will fail you for no apparent
reason. The symptoms of MS are
different, and devastating, for everyone.”
According to the NMSS website,
“the number of people living with
MS increases every hour of every
day. This astonishing rate is not
going to slow down, let alone stop,
until we’ve found a cure. Research

has made some incredible advances
recently, but the world can still only
offer disease management drugs and
therapies to the 400,000 people living
with MS in America.”
These startling statistics are one
of the reasons why Vincent and his
family have decided to get involved.
Vincent, along with Mom, Aunt, and
Grandma, will be participating in this
year’s MS Walk in Santa Barbara.
“This is our first year,” says Kristi,
“so we joined an existing team. We
picked one that seemed kid friendly
and it’s called Team Peanut.”
Team Peanut’s profile explains the
importance of MS research and the
role of the National Multiple Sclerosis
Society this way: “The [society] funds
more MS research than any other private organization. In addition to supporting studies which hope to reveal
the cause and course of the disease,
the NMSS also provides much needed
education, programs, and services to
everyone who is affected by MS – including the diagnosed, their friends
and families, and the healthcare professionals who work with them.”
“The big hope for Vincent is research,” explains Kristi, “We are really

hoping that research done now will
help him later in his life.”
Funds generated from the MS Walk
will not only support research, but
also provide programs that assist
those who are living with MS. In
what is being called a “celebration”,
Leadbetter Beach in Santa Barbara
will soon be filled with countless
people participating in one mile, 3k,
and 10k walks along Cabrillo Blvd.
As they strive to raise awareness and
funds they will also be enjoying the
sights and sounds of the ocean and
an afternoon of fellowship.
“We heard this was the best one,”
shares Kristi, “and this is something
really personal for Vincent to be a
part of.”
Vincent’s profile reads: “I’ve registered for the MS Walk because I want
to do something for the people who
have been diagnosed – and because
I want to do everything to prevent
people form learning what it means
to live with this disease.”
Today Vincent’s MS is managed
with medications and visits to specialists. To look at Vincent, you
would never know that he is dealing
with such “grown up” issues.
“He has done very well tolerating
continued on page 5

Michael Gomez DDS
established 1978

30% OFF
all Christine Alexander
Clothing

JUST IN TIME
FOR EASTER…

General and Esthetic
Dentistry

805-266-1885

Dr. Gomez and his excellent staff
are committed to providing you and
your family with the highest
quality dental, cosmetic and
preventive care for all ages.

Come See NEW
Bunnies by the Bay
1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

805-922-3939

www.DoctorGomez.com
Orion Professional Center
2151 S. College #202
Santa Maria CA 93455

ORCUTT
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100 E. Clark Ave
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Real Estate Market in
Orcutt Area ‘Unusual’
Bank owned homes and “short
sales,” or homes in which the mortgage owed exceeds the value of the
home and the lender is willing to
take a loss, account for almost half
the homes on the market in Orcutt
these days.
About half the homes on the market in Orcutt fall into this category
although most are at the lower end of
the pricing scale—under $175,000.
The local Multiple Listing Service
indicates the average price of a listed
Orcutt home is now about $357,000
and has been on the market over four
months. The average sold price since
the first of the year is $309,252, down
from $329,000 the final three months
of 2008.

Teri Parker, longtime local realtor
with Century 21 Advantage, says
both state and federal programs
offer dollars to first time homebuyers. “The government is giving new
home buyers $8000 while California
is giving them $10,000 if they buy a
home that has never been lived in.”
she explains.
Parker says 2008 was, “one of the
largest transactional years in history.” She says with lower home
prices, low interest rates, first time
buyer programs, and now with the
ability to renegotiate mortgages for
those struggling to make payments,
2009 should be, “a very unusual year
in real estate.”
Steve Southwick reporting

and a gift card offer.
with the
purchase
of quality

products

up
to
Offer Good
4-1-2009
through
4-31-2009

1155 East Clark Ave.
Santa Maria CA 93455
(805) 937-3536

* when you buy 4 gallons of qualifying Benjamin Moore paint at a participating Ace store. Qualifying products are Regal interior paint, MoorGard,
MoorGlo, and MoorLife exterior paint. ($5 per gallon, 2 gallon minimum ($10), 4 gallon maximum ($20) on complete mail in form). See your local
Ace store for details. Offer good from 4-1-09 through 4-31-09 at participating independent Ace retailers. See store for mail in form. Proof of
purchase required. Gift card request must be received by 5-31-09. Allow 8 weeks for delivery of gift card. Ace gift cards are redeemable at participating Ace retail stores. ©2009 Benjamin Moore & Co. Benjamin Moore, the crown dedvice, MoorGard, MoorGlo, MoorLife, Regal and the triangle ‘M’ symbol are registreed trademarks, and The Leader in Paint & Color is a trademark, licensed to Bejamin Moore & Co.
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Partida
continued from page 4

everything,” says Kristi.
Vincent takes it all in stride, gives
himself his own shots, and relaxes
on the couch with a bowl of popcorn
when he gets IV’s. He says he’s doing great and is excited about the MS
Walk. He’s also excited about putting
in a DVD of Journey to the Center of
the Earth - just like your typical tenyear-old.
“Vincent wants to do well in everything,” says Kristi, “He is strong and
determined and he can do anything
he feels comfortable doing. MS is just
something he has on the side.”
Vincent recently attended an MS
Kids Day with his younger brother
Dominic while Dad Rich and sister Isabella were at a softball game. It was
there that Vincent met others with
MS, from kids to adults. For Kristi, it
was a chance to see college kids with
MS who are living fairly normal lives
– a glimpse of the future Vincent can
have. For Vincent it was affirmation
that MS is just something that he has,
not something that has him.
The Partida’s are all excited for their
next outing with the MS community
and are grateful for the support they
have received.
“The response from people has been

amazing,” says a somewhat shocked
Kristi. “We weren’t expecting this
much.”
Kristi is referring to a series of emails
circulating the community (and especially the Orcutt Union School District) that have generated over $2,000
in donations for Vincent’s MS Walk.
He is at the top of his team, which has
raised a total of $3,000 all together.
Kristi has been overwhelmed by the
community support and generosity.
To say they are grateful would be an
understatement.
“I’ve been on the website checking
all of the donations and trying to figure out where they all came from,”
says Kristi, “This one came from St.
Joe’s, this one came from one of Vincent’s doctors, it’s really amazing. I
want to make sure I thank each person
individually.”
For Vincent and his family, these
donations are bringing them one step
closer to living in a world where “no
one will ever have to hear the words,
‘You have MS’”.
To donate to Vincent, Kristi, or
other members of Team Peanut, visit
http://walkcal.nationalmssociety.
org, click the “Donate/ePledge” link
on the left hand side of the page, click
“Donate Now”, and enter Vincent
Partida.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Thai Exchange Student Puts Orcutt in World Perspective
Life is about experiences. Traveling
around the world, eating foreign cuisine, speaking a different language,
and trying new things are great ways
to get the most out of life, which
is just what sixteen year old Alisa
“May” Pachariyangkun decided to
do when she became a foreign exchange student.
May is from Bangkok, Thailand.
She is currently living in Orcutt.
Culture shock? Just a bit.
“Bangkok has eight million people
and is the twenty fourth largest
country in the world,” says May, “We
have a lot of public transportation
and there is a lot to do.”
There is also a lot of pollution and
a lot of crime. Two of the most surprising things May has discovered
so far are that we don’t always lock
up our homes and cars and we are
quite tidy. Her very first impression
of Orcutt? “It’s so clean!” she laughs,
“And there’s not any crime here.”
Another big change for May was
coming from a small private Christian school to Righetti High School.
“Righetti is very big,” she says, “and
you don’t have to wear uniforms.”
At home, May is a cheerleader.

Here at Righetti she decided to try
out the other side of the field by joining the volleyball and track teams.
“Sports are much more competitive
here,” she notes,
“They’re more intense.” Intense,
yes, but also very
exciting. May attended football
games all season
(which they don’t
have in Thailand)
and got to go to
her very first Super Bowl party,
which she says
was “really fun!”
In addition to excitement, sports
have provided
May the opportunity to make new
friends.
“It was hard at
first because everyone has their own groups,” she
says, “But joining teams helped. And
the foreign exchange club. I’ve gotten
to meet kids from a lot of different

PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE
MANAGEMENT SERVICES BY:

Nishimori
landscape & design, inc.
Serving the local community for over 15 years.
Nishimori Landscape & Design, Inc. also offers full service landscape
maintenance for both commercial and residential properties.
* Weekly, monthly & quarterly services available
* Lawn care (mowing, edging, trimming)
* Tree and shrub care (pruning, thinning, shaping)
* Insect, disease & weed control
* Gopher control
* Specialty pruning (Roses, fruit trees, perennials, ornamental grasses)
* Mulch application (bark, rock, compost)
* Irrigation services (trouble-shooting, repair, replacement)
* Lawn renovations (dethatching, aeration, overseeding)
* Hydroseeding
* Spring/Fall clean-ups
* Landscape design & installation

928-5756

807 South Blosser Road, Santa Maria, CA 93458

Contractor’s License #610659 Pest Control Business License #3980

countries plus American kids that
come too.” May, a 4.0 student, shared
a few other observations where high
school is concerned. “Kids here make
out in public,” she
points out, “and
we don’t do that
in Thailand. And
it seems like we
have more respect
for our elders. And
not every kid gets
a car when they’re
sixteen.”
When May is not
attending classes
or playing sports
she is exploring
the West Coast
with her host family, the Swenks.
“When she first
got here we asked
her what the one
thing she really
wanted to do
was,” says David Swenk, “And she
said ‘go to Hollywood!’. So we’re
planning to take her down and see
the Queen Mary and Santa Monica

and Venice and Hollywood.”
Other trips have included surfing
in Ventura, boogie boarding in Pismo, skiing and ice-skating in Tahoe
and Yosemite, and a stop at Hearst
Castle. She has put her first toe in
the Pacific, packed her first snowball, and had her first “sleepover”.
Future plans include a trip to Washington DC and attending the King of
Hearts dance.
When not bumming around the
coast, May can be found enjoying
the local cuisine. Namely Santa
Maria Style Tri-Tip and, her personal
favorite, quesadillas. She has even
cooked twice for the Swenks.
“We eat rice with almost every
meal,” says May, of her eating habits
in Thailand. Mr. Swenk laughs as he
recalls how surprised she was at our
large portion sizes. “Of course,” he
says, “we’ve got boys and she saw
how much they ate!”
In addition to our super sizing and
our neat streets, May says there are a
few other differences she has noticed
about life here in Orcutt.
“When you go out you always
continued on page 7
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New Stop Signs
In Old Orcutt

Beginning soon, winding around
Old Town Orcutt in your vehicle
may take a bit more time. Upon the
recommendation of several residents,
the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors instructed its Public Works
Department to install a series of stop
signs in residential areas of the community.
Two-way stop signs will be installed
on North First Street at Park Avenue,
Union Avenue at Twitchell Street,
Union Avenue at Garrett Street, South
Gray Street at Pinal Avenue, South Pacific Street at Pinal Avenue and South
First Street at Pinal.
Other intersections are receiving one
directional stop signs: Garrett Street
and Pinal Avenue, Norris Street and
Pinal Avenue, Twitchell Street at Pinal
and South Pacific Street at Soares Avenue. These stop signs were initiated
by several residents concerned about
safety and sight restrictions as well as
the safety of school children.
Also receiving one direction stop
signs are South Gray Street at its intersection with Soares Avenue and
Soares Avenue at its intersection with
Dyer Street.
Total cost of the project: $5000.
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Exchange Student

Both May and the Swenks hope that
“We’re trying to get her to say
‘dude’” Mr. Swenk laughs, “But you more world travel will be in both of
continued from page 6
know, it’s just been great having a their futures. Thailand is a whole
new world that May is more than
bump into someone you know. I daughter.”
like that. And when people see you “And it’s been fun having brothers!” willing to share.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
they say “hi” even if they don’t know May adds.
you.”
Mr. Swenk says that May feels
Americans are more open and expressive with their feelings and that
she has definitely stepped up to
the challenge of not being quite so
reserved.
So what do May’s parents, both of
whom graduated from college in the
US, think of her expedition?
$ 00 TVOALUES
“They’re happy and proud,” she
$15
!
says, “They want me to try new
Get them while they last!
with coupon • expires 4-30-09
things and learn. They always tell
me ‘go for it!’ And that was why I
wanted to come here. I wanted to
have new experiences and to grow
and mature.”
“I miss my family,” May admits,
“But I will be a little sad to go. It’s
like, I’m fine here and I’m having a
really good time.”
When the time does come to go
back home, May will be able to take
with her a store of new experiences
and new knowledge as well as a few
new slang words her host brothers
have been teaching her.

SPRING SPECIAL!
All Prints on Our
Bargain Table

ONLY 1

+

=

DISCOUNTS.

Frank Hamlin Plumbing
D
T-BASE
ORCUT SS!!
BUSINE

(805)

New Construction
and Repair
Tankless Water Heaters
&
Water Line Repiping
All Your
Plumbing
and Gas Needs

938-7775

Frank Hamlin, Owner
Lic #704690

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

PO Box 2368
Orcutt, CA 93457-2368
email:hamlinplbg@yahoo.com

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA 93455
Bus: 805-937-7275

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®
P057015 9/05

statefarm.com®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL
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RHS Marimba Band & Ballet
Folklórico to Hold “Big Show”

The Righetti High School Marimba
Band & Ballet Folklórico will present its 32nd annual “Big Show”
performance on Friday, April 3, and
Saturday, April , at Santa María High
School’s Ethel Pope Auditorium
located at 901 South Broadway in
Santa María. Showtime is at 7:30pm.
Tickets can be purchased at the
Student Business Offices at Righetti

8
variety of exciting songs and dances
reflecting the diverse world of Mexican and Latino music and folk dance.
The “Big Show” is considered the
group’s biggest and best program of
the year, and has gained recognition
as one of the cultural highlights of
the Santa María Valley.
The Righetti High School Marimba
Band and Ballet Folklórico was organized in 1975 by group Director,
Ricardo Gabaldón as the cornerstone
of the school’s Bilingual-Bicultural
Program. The group was created to
develop a positive sense of cultural
identity and pride in accomplish-

ment, to involve Chicano students
in the life of their school, and to
develop an acceptance of, and appreciation for Mexican culture. The
group consists of 47 talented musicians and dancers, and emphasizes
the beauty and value of preserving
traditional music anddance. The
group’s repertoire includes traditional favorites from long ago, modern hits, and even popular selections
by contemporary Latino musicians.
The group begins each show with
Las Gaviotas, the first song learned
by the school’s first group in 1975.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

High School. Advance sale tickets are
priced at $8 for all age groups. Tickets
may also be purchased at the door
before each show for $10.
The “Big Show” is a two and onehalf hour program featuring the
music and dances of Righetti High
School’s Marimba Band and Ballet
Folklórico. The program is festive
and colorful, and is filled with a great
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Orphaned Eucalyptus
Trees Looking for Home
On a thin strip of land between
Ken Avenue. and Hollysprings Lane
sits what is being referred to as “No
Man’s Land”. On one side there is
a preexisting neighborhood, on the
other a new housing development.
And in the middle is a row of orphaned eucalyptus trees.
It is unclear as to who is responsible
for these trees, and Capital Pacific
Homes is trying to get to the bottom
of it. Over the last several months,
letters have been sent to both sets of
homeowners explaining the problem: not only are these eucalyptus’

First Annual
Friends of
Waller Park
Arbor Day
Celebration

The Friends of Waller Park will
host its first Waller Park Arbor Day
on Saturday, April 25th starting at
11:00 AM. The program will include
a Girl Scout Honor Guard, the National Anthem sung by the Central
City Chordsmen and a tree planting.
Santa Barbara County Supervisor
Joni Gray help host the celebration.
The Friends of Waller Park will
be creating a permanent display to
honor an individual who has contributed significantly to the urban forest
canopy. The first honoree is Bailey
Hudson, who will be presented
with a Certificate of Appreciation.
Bailey was Santa Maria’s first tree
trimmer in 1960. Eventually promoted to Crew Leader, Foreman,
City Arborist, and retired after 35
years as Superintendent of Parks and
Street Trees. Currently he owns and
operates Bailey O Hudson Urban
Forestry Consulting specializing
in tree worker safety training, treerelated consultation and litigation,
landscape plan check and inspection
services, and research. He is Past
President of the International Society
of Arboriculture.
Bailey has served on the Board of
Friends of Waller Park for 23 years.

unclaimed, but they may also pose
a safety risk if not cared for (though
no official reports have been made
to this effect as of yet).
According to county planner John
Zorovich, neither party has shown
much interest in taking responsibility for these trees. True, it might be
nice to have a bigger backyard, but
with those few extra feet come official lot line adjustments and tree
maintenance.
Zorovich explained that a surveying error may be the cause of the
uncertainty. It could have been that
the original neighborhood was not
built all the way to its property line,
or it could be that the new development simply assumed the land was
part of the old neighborhood. Some
research has been done to find the
original owner, but fifty years of
county documents can sometimes
be tricky to sift through.
According to letters sent by Capital
Pacific Homes, if no one takes responsibility for the trees, the matter
will be referred to the County. At
this time, Zorovich says he is not sure
what the role of the County would be
in this matter, but they will address
it when the time comes.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Harlem
Wizards
To Visit RHS

The Harlem Wizards, a world-wide
touring basketball show-team will be
facing the Law Enforcement All-Stars
composed of a select team of Santa
Barbara County Sheriff Deputies,
Californian Highway Patrol, Santa
Maria and Lompoc Police Departments at the Righetti Gymnasium
on Tuesday, March 31 at 7PM. The
Wizards bring a hilarious fun-filled
night of antics, slam dunks, and professional basketball action
Guest coaches for the Law Enforcement All-Stars are Hall of Famer and
former Los Angeles Dodger Robin
Ventura, and former all pro Los Angeles Laker and Chicago Bull Horace
Grant.
The Wizards Show is sponsored
by ERHS Boosters, Pepsi Inc. and
Albertsons. The game will be held
at Righetti High School and seating
is limited. Pre-Sale Tickets: $10 for
students, $12 for adults. Game Day:
$12 for students, $15 for adults and
are on sale at the Righetti High School
Business Office, Play it Again Sports,
next to Foodmax, Help U Sell Office:
620 E. Main Street, Why USA Office:
4869 S. Bradley Road. Doors open at
5:30PM.

Business Notes
Comcast Launches Digital Voice
Comcast is offering a brand new
service to the residents in Orcutt
– Comcast Digital Voice. It offers
customers digital-quality phone service with unlimited direct-dial local
and domestic long-distance calling
as well as web access to voicemail,
emergency 911 service and 12 calling features like call waiting, call forwarding, etc. The best part is that all
services are inclusive and included
in one price. Unlike other similar
services, Comcast Digital Voice uses
Internet Protocol instead of straight
internet – which means better quality and security – all at one low
price. For more information, call 1800-521-3035 or visit www.comcast.
com/comcastdigitalvoice/

Help for Mommy
Help for Mommy is a local bulletin
board created and used to connect
the right helper with the right family.
No one gets to be anonymous. The
key word is local, and many local
people have already used the service
with great results.
Help for Mommy really is simple
to use. Families post a job profile and
helpers post their experience profile.
From there, you connect. Both parties are able to prescreen each other
before any contact is made. There
are numerous categories available
from which to select, including but
not limited to babysitter, nanny, care
giver, housekeeper, tutor, errand runner, personal assistant, and more. To
find out more, call the office in Old
Orcutt at 937-2575.

Classified

Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for up
to 25 words. FREE ADS CAN ONLY BE ACCEPTED VIA
EMAIL sent to info@orcuttpioneer.com with CLASSIFIED in the subject line. 25 word limit.
Caregiver: reliable and dedicated with exceptional
references to help you with grocery shopping, medical
appts. and errands, meal preparation, companionship.
Call Ada at 264-2684.
Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park.
$100/cord; $60 for 1/2 cord. Contact park office
934-6123 for appt.
PLANT RECYCLER: we Buy-Dig-Sell exotic Plants,
Palms & Succulents, By Appointment 937-5803, Best
Gardens & Design, corner of Clark & Telephone x4
Model Home Furnishings Warehouse of furniture
20% to 50% off retail. Sofas, chairs, ent.ctrs, beds,
dining, office. Too much to list. Must sell. 489-4277
or 440-9085 mhfurnishings.net
Elite housekeeping. 25 yrs experience in Orcutt.
Detailed, meticulous, call and ask about your free
housecleaning. 598-2453
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” sells doors,
windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and lighting
fixtures (some are new or nearly new) at 50% or less
of retail. 2053 Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria.
Tuesdays, 10-1; Fridays from 10-4 and the 2nd and
4th Saturdays of each month from 10-1.
Former Marines interested in joining a Marine Corp
league detachment, please call Archie Miller for
details. 478-8841.
Singer sewing machine. portable w/ case.$50 or first,
best offer.bill w 478 0535
CHRISTMAS TREE; 7 1/2 ft. Algerian Pine tree. Used 3
times. In great condition. $30. o/b/o. 934-0608
12 Vintage, milk glass, dental trays, $50; 4 Old German steins, $100 for all or $35 each; Seth Thomas
camelback mantel clock, bim bam strike, $100;
Vintage White sewing mach., mfg. 1926, new motor,
beautiful sewing basket style walnut cabinet, $125,
OBO. 937-9669.
Wanted older 10-speed or similar bicycle any condition. Andrew 714-8337
Wurlitzer upright piano. Medium oak finish. Excellent
condition. Gently used. $900. Call Gay 937-6042
Large oak entertainment center, $20. Baldwin 2keyboard organ,$20. Zenith 27” console TV, $20.
9378402
Two rooms available in sunny/clean/peaceful home
in Orcutt. Private bath with jacuzzi tub&Shower.
Kitchen/laundry privileges.Mature employed professional female. References/deposit. N/S. N/P. Rooms
are furnished or unfurnished. $525 & $600+utilities.
Must see!! 938-9958
Spinal Exerciser by Body Care: Relieves stress and
softens muscles. Aids in circulation. Comes with
portable bed. Cost me $695 and only used a few
times. Only $150 obo. 938-9958
Top Hair Piece by Renae of Paris Cost $225 Blond/
brown in color Only $50 Worn once. 938-9958 Lots
of Beannie Babies to sell!! Super 8 Camera Best
offers

Shop
ORCUTT
First!
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Santa Maria Coin Club Coin and Collectibles
Show on Sat., April 18, 9am to 4pm. Heritage
Church Meeting Hall, 4799 S. Bradley Rd. Free
Admission. 937-1250
2nd Annual Orcutt National Little League
Golf Tournament on April 27th. All proceeds go
towards uniforms, equipment and field repairs
for the kids in league. For information on participating, call 310-8900.
MONTHLY OR WEEKLY EVENTS
American Legion Post 534 Breakfast 8-11am on
the first Sunday of each month. Public invited.
145 W. Clark Ave.
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior
Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second
Saturday of each month
8 – 10 am:. Adults
$5.00, Children under 10: $3.00
ARK Tennis Lessons for third through eighth
graders. Info: Coach Patrick Ortiz 934-9911.
BOOK SALE Orcutt Library, Clark & Bradley,
on first Saturday of each month. Everything
$1 each. Sponsored by Friends of the Orcutt
Library.
Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daughters
Of The American Revolution meeting on the
second Saturday of each month, 10:30am. Info:
934-4438
Central City Chordsmen practice from 7:00pm
to 9:30pm every Tuesday at the Lutheran Church
of Our Savior, corner of Bradley and Patterson.
Everyone is invited to come and listen and male
singers to participate. Info: 934-0399.
Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs Knollwood
Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley. Systems
“SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG”
at 6 PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third
Tuesday of each month. Visitors are welcome.
Info: 937-2374
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Compassionate Friends is a self-help group
for bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings.
Meets on the third Tuesday of each month,
7-8:30pm. Church of Christ 795 E. Foster Rd.
Info: 922-5222
Four-Part Barbershop Harmony for Women
who love to sing. For additional information,
call 805-736-7572. We love to sing for special
occasions. Rehearsals on Thursday nights,
6:45PM, Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 4725
S. Bradley Rd..
Healing Grief Class, an 8 week support class
for the newly bereaved held 5 times a year (Tues
10:00 to 12:00 at Marian Residence) and a Grief
Recovery Support Group every Tues. 3:00 to
4:30 at Marian West, 505 E. Plaza Drive in Santa
Maria. Info on either group: Marian Hospice at
739-3830
Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt Camping, hiking, lots of outdoor activities. Family
oriented pack. Siblings are invited! Join the fun
of the most exciting Cub Scout pack around.
Contact Cubmaster Darrel Parker at 934-7931or
Fred Carbone for more information e-mail:
drfredcarbone@cs.com Check out Pack 93’s Website http://lospadrespack93.tripod.com/
50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. Louis
de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, Second
Thursday of each month 11:30am for community
news and potluck lunch. Info: 937-3119.
Live Music at The Loading Dock every Friday
night, 315 S. Broadway, Old Orcutt. Info: 9343471
Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny
Hills Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E.
Clark, Orcutt on the second Wednesday of each
month 4:00pm. Info: 934-1142.
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” is open to
the public and sells recycled building materials
from construction sites and business donations.
Doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and
lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) are

Would you like to
have your name on a
Town Orcutt Revitalization Association
E. Clark
Avenue, Old Town to
Orcutt Call...805-937-5849
plaque
support the
clock fund?
Pedestrian Friendly

Old Town Orcutt

You for your continued support of the Old Town Orcutt Revitalization.

s, I want to donate a tree.

Dedication Plaques
e
are Available for:
ess
Family Name – $250
State
Zip
Business
Name
– $500
address
Corporate
Sponsor
Fax
Custom Plaque – $5000
e Cost of $2200 includes a Brass Plaque.

ess Name

ase provide plaque information below.

e Dedicated to:

Yes!

sold at 50% or less of retail. Habitat for Humanity also accept donations. Located at 2053 Preisker
Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Hours are Tuesdays 10
AM to 1 PM, Fridays, 10AM to 4PM (Sue-hope I
got it right!:)) and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of
each month from 10 AM to 1 PM.
Hearthstone Educators is an independent
Christian support group that offers enrichment
activities for homeschooling families in the Santa
Maria area. Contact group leader Cheryl Kliewer
at 937-7099 for information.
Heritage Church 4799 S. Bradley Rd. 934-2635
CONNECTIONS-every Wednesday except 5th
Wednesday of the month: Delicious Dinner at
6pm (first time free...then $3 pp) followed by
Bible Study for all ages. All are welcome. Out
by 8pm.
Job’s Daughters is an organization for young
women ages 10 - 20 that teaches leadership,
self-confidence, fundraising and philanthropic
activities, friendship and respect for people and
cultures and has over 20,000 members in the USA;

Canada; Australia; the Philippines and Brazil.
For a girl to qualify, she must have a Masonic
relationship. Assistance is offered to identify
the Masonic relationship. Info: Pat Cuthbertson,
Bethel Guardian, at 937-0838.
Ladies of American Legion Auxiliary meeting,
Post 534 on the third Wednesday of each month
in Old Orcutt at the Post.
LA LECHE LEAGUE SANTA MARIA offers
pregnant and nursing moms free breastfeeding support and information. For meeting
information please call: 734-9895(Shannon) or
938-0789(Jennifer).
Los Padres Artist Guild Meeting, OASIS Senior
Center, 420 E. Soares, Old Orcutt on the second
Friday of each month at 7:30 pm. Info: 937-9750.
Everyone welcome.
MOPS (Mothers Of Preschoolers) meets every
2nd and 4th Monday @ 6:30pm at Pacific Christian
Center, 3435 Santa Maria Way. If you have a child
from infancy-kindergarten, join us for fun, food,
crafts, speakers and more. Childcare is provided.

Pedestrian Friendly

Old Town Orcutt
Old Town Orcutt Revitalization Association

Old Town Orcutt

120 E. Clark Avenue, Old Town Orcutt Call...805-937-5849

Memorial
Street Trees
Yes, I want to donate a tree.
Thank You for your continued support of the Old Town Orcutt Revitalization.

Honor
a loved while giving
Business Name
back to your community
Name
by donating the beauty
Address
of
a street tree.
A gift
that
City
State
Zip
will
give for years to come.
Email address
Tel

Fax

This is a great opportunity to
Tree Cost of $2200 includes a Brass Plaque.
a loved one. In name of
Honor
Please provide plaque information below.
y o u r f a v o r i t e c h a r i t y,
Pedestrian Friendly
Tree Dedicated to:
organization
or business, or
just because you would like to
sOldeTown
e Orcutt
t hRevitalization
e s e Association
w o n dOldeTown
r fOrcutt
ul
improvements
toOrcuttOld
Town
120 E. Clark Avenue, Old Town
Call...805-937-5849
Orcutt.
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H

Thank You for your continued support of the Old Town Orcutt Revitalization.

I want to purchase a plaque dedication on the new Old Orcutt/Old Maud
clock. Enclosed is my check for $_____.
Dedication should read:

You may mail check to
OTORA
120 W. Clark Avenue
Orcutt CA 93455
or call 937-5849 for more information.

Yes,
I want
donatea aTree
tree.
The cost
for to
planting
on Clark Ave or Broadway in
Business Name
Old Town Orcutt is $2200.00.
Name
This fee includes cutting the
Address
sidewalk, cost of tree, setting
City
Zip
the tree grate inState
new concrete,
Email
address
fertilizing and watering the
tree
until it is wellFax
established.
Tel
Labor for planting the tree is
Tree Cost of $2200 includes a Brass Plaque.
donated
by OTORA members.
Please provide plaque information below.
Tree Dedicated to:

w
Pedestrian Friendly

Old Town Orcutt Revitalization Association

Old Town Orcutt

120 E. Clark Avenue, Old Town Orcutt Call...805-937-5849
Thank You for your continued support of the Old Town Orcutt Revitalization.
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Page 1

Say “hello!” to
Digital Voice.
Two plans to
choose from:
Comcast Unlimited

®

Per month

Unlimited, nationwide calling to
US, Canada, and Puerto Rico

Local with More

TM

Per month

Unlimited, local calling in a bigger
coverage area than Verizon

Plus, both plans include 12 popular calling features like Caller ID, Call Waiting, 3-way
Calling, Call Forwarding, and more! Call now to set up your installation appointment.

1-800-521-3035

|

www.comcast.com

Only available in wired and serviceable areas in participating Comcast systems. Service subject to Comcast standard terms and conditions. Equipment and installation charges, taxes, the Regulatory Recovery Fee, or other applicable charges (e.g., international calling or per-call charges) extra. $29.95
activation fee applies to Comcast Digital Voice. Unlimited package pricing applies only to direct-dialed calls from home to locations in the U.S., Canada and certain U.S. territories. No separate long distance carrier connection available. Comcast Digital Voice service (including 911/emergency services) may
not function during an extended power outage. Certain customer premises equipment may not be compatible with Comcast Digital Voice services. EMTA required ($3.00/month from Comcast). Call for restrictions and complete details. ©2009 Comcast. All rights reserved.
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Archie Miller
Realtor®
805.478.8841

Charlene Miller
Broker
805.478.8842

For the Best in

Sunday Services

Property
Management

Bible School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:15 AM

“There’s No Place Like Home”

204 Patterson Rd.
Orcutt, CA 93455

555 East Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt
Office 805.934.3515
Fax: 805.938.5885
Cell: 805.478.8870
eMail: Home_pm@Verizon.net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com

805.937.1641
www.OrcuttChristian.Org
w6alm@Verizon.Net
Pastor: Dr. Archie Miller

Direct Mailed to all 15,000 Orcutt
Households & Businesses Monthly!

MARY ANN WRIGHT
“Bringing People Home Since 1977”

805-331-0995 | www.maryannwright.com | maryann@93455.com
“Let My 30 Years Experience Work For You”
Impressive Quality Custom Home!
Built By Fred Krueger. Elegant Entry. Three Bedrooms & 3 1/2 Baths.
Gourmet Kitchen Has Granite Counters, Breakfast Nook, Walk-In
Pantry And Adler Wood Cabinets. Media Room Has Wet Bar, Beverage Chiller, Balcony w/ Speakers. Master Is On Ground Level And Offers Lighted Tray Ceiling, Coffee Bar And Two Walk-In Closets. Price
Reduced To $895,000.
#150720 $207,900
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#152934 4 Beds 3 Baths $399,000
Approx. 2104 Sq.Ft.
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#150491
$180,655

#152535 5 Beds 3 Baths $449,900
Guest House & Workshop
Approx. 2814 Sq.Ft.
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Bank Owned Condo #148828
$99,900

#148828 3 Beds 2 Baths
$275,000
#148828 4 Beds 2 Baths $245,000
Approx. 1699 Sq.Ft.

Century 21 Advantage

#151460 4 Beds 2
Baths Approx. 1303
Sq.Ft. $269,900

336 E. Betteravia Rd.

Santa Maria, CA. 93454

