
Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 4869 S. Bradley Rd. #106
 Fresh & Easy Shopping Ctr.

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $11.75 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out, or delivered!

 No Coupon Needed!
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 P lease C all for A ppt.
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Tricee Wright
Financial Planner

Retirement Planning/Investments

If you live in Orcutt, there’s a pretty good 
chance you’ve driven by the Oak Knoll 
Shopping Center on a Sunday morning 
and seen a group of men in the parking 
lot, cups of coffee in hand, walking around 
their cars and chatting.  It’s no coincidence 
that these local car enthusiasts congregate 
in front of the Golden Donut.  They’re 

the  Orcutt  Donut 
Derelicts.

It all started about 
five years ago when 
a group of firemen, 
including now retired 
Greg Welch, started 
talking about creating 
some sort of car club 
meet-up.  The owners 
of Oak Knoll were on 
board with playing 
host and soon their 
parking lot was full of 

cars and the guys that love them.
The Donut Derelict name came from 

the original Huntington Beach chapter 
that formed in the mid-80s to “celebrate 
horsepower, chrome, and brotherhood.”  
The Huntington Beach Donut Derelicts 
have been called the “largest and most 
well-known casual hot rod gathering in 

the world” and the “oldest, best free car 
show in America.”

While the number of attendees at an 
average Orcutt Donut Derelict meeting are 
a bit more modest than those down south, 
there are a dozen or so regulars that come 
out each week and some Sundays will see 
as many as forty cars and their owners in 
front of the Golden Donut.

“It’s really driven by the weather,” says 
Welch.  “It’s always different.”

From Ferraris to Falcons, bikes to 
boats, Welch says that if it’s got wheels it 
welcome.  Gatherings are informal and 
are a great place to hang out whether 
you’re eight or eighty.  And, though it’s 
not a requirement to own one, it certainly 
helps if you can appreciate the beauty and 
power of a fine automobile.

“It’s a great way to make friends,” says 
Welch.  “It’s kind of like a quilting bee 
for guys.  You can have some coffee and 

visit.  There’s always some parts talk and 
we swap stories.  People spend so much 
time at home working on their cars that 
it’s nice to have an outlet.”

When the Donut Derelicts get together 
it’s their time to visit and share their 
common interest.  Walking around 
you might hear someone talking about 
an upcoming car show, someone else 
offering to help a pal fix a problem they’re 
having, or a group making lunch plans in 
Los Alamos for later that day.  

“It’s a nice hobby,” says Welch.  “And 
this has become a great tradition.”

The Orcutt Donut Derelicts meet every 
Sunday, rain or shine, from 8-10am in 
front of The Golden Donut, 4850 S. 
Bradley Rd.

Rebecca Ross reporting
More car related news on page 3

A typical high school 
student goes to school 
for about six hours a day, 
perhaps goes to a practice 
of some sort for about two 
hours, and then spends up to 
two hours doing homework. 
Their “workday” usually 
ends by 7 pm, leaving them 
some free time to watch 
television, go out with 
friends, or just read a good 
book. 

However, a select few at 
Orcutt Academy High School 
extend their day beyond the 
typical high school student, 
into a thirty hour work week   
— and that’s not including 
school and homework. 

Orcutt Academy’s robotics 
team is made up of 40 members 
and broken up into many 
different factions — business, 
e l e c t r i c a l ,  m e c h a n i c a l , 
programming, etc. All forty 
of these students, along with 
their eight mentors,  and 
supervisor, Ty Fredriks, spend 
six grueling weeks during 
“build season” designing , 
building and programming a 
robot to compete in FIRST FRC 
competitions. 

Meeting Tony Roehl and 
Briseida Colores  was an 
incredible experience. The two 
of them were outgoing and 
talkative, as well as intelligent 

Cars take Center Stage Each Sunday Morning at Golden Donut

Robotics Team Building “Beautiful” ‘Bot for Intense Competition

continued on page 7

Hundreds of hours spent, forty future leaders created

One of the cool cars on display at Donut Derelicts' weekly car 
show in front of Golden Donut.

Briseida Colores and Tony Ruehl show off the robot.
Tony Ruehl adjusts the robot.
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OASIS Spring Gala Raising Funds for Senior Program
“We want to keep seniors aging actively,” 

says Luis Oasis Senior Center Director 
Doug Dougherty.  “We want them to live 
independently as long as possible and 
to stay an active part of the community.”

This year marks the 6th Annual Spring 
Gala for Orcutt Seniors in Service, Inc. 
(Oasis), the non-profit that operates the 
Luis Oasis Senior Center.

“These funds are critical to our goals,” 
says Dougherty.  “We have almost a 
thousand members now, up from just four 
hundred to four hundred and fifty in 2010.  
These funds will go primarily toward our 
programs.”

The hope is that this fundraising event 
will raise one third to one half of their 
operating budget for the year so Oasis 

can continue to provide quality services 
both for seniors and other members of 
the community.

Programs at the senior center include 
a Hiking Club, a Ukulele Band, Tai Chi 
classes, Travel groups, various arts and 
crafts, card games and bingo, as well as a 
variety of support groups.  And those are 
just the tip of the iceberg.  

“We want Orcutt to embrace us, as they 
have,” says Dougherty.  “It’s important to 
invest in our own futures.”

This year’s Spring Gala will not only 
feature a lovely dinner and live and silent 
auctions, but there will also be some 
special guests.  Supervisor Steve Lavagnino 
will act as Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening, accompanied by auctioneer Jim 

Glines.
“Those two make a funny team,” shares 

Dougherty.  “It’s a lot of fun.”
Actress and senior advocate Rona Barrett 

will also be making an appearance to talk 
about senior issues and the current Rona 
Barrett Foundation project in Santa Ynez.

Other ambassadors include George and 
Debbie Adam, Stu and Jan Bartleson, Erik 
and Judy Frost, Jerry and Delores Luis, 
Ron and Mary Nanning, John and Karen 
Ransome, Dottie Lyons, and Sally Sheehy.

The 6th Annual Oasis Spring Gala will 
be held Friday, March 20th at the Santa 
Maria Country Club.  To purchase tickets, 
contact Kathy Hayes at (805) 937-9750.

Rebecca Ross reporting

The Orcutt Crusader G-03 under 11 girls 
club team took first place in their bracket 
recently at the State Cup in Escondido. 

Way to 
Go, Orcutt 
Crusaders!

From Top: Assistant Coach Chad Jordan, Head Coach Dave Sonsini. Top middle-Siena Asencio, 
Brianna Ortiz, Karla Martinez, Kathryn Cardona, Jordan Yamamoto, Middle-Avary Cain, Emily 
Jordan, Anisa Ordonez, Helene Logan, Brenna Sonsini (on lap Bella Aldridge). Bottom-Paityn 
Persson, Bella Cosma, Ruby Cox.  Not pictured- Lexi Brown and Assistant Coach Jon Brown.

HealtH Plans
Medicare supplements Authorized Independent Agents

CA #0615815
CA #0179042

Authorized Independent Agents

CA #0615815
CA #0179042

Teri Summers
summers insurance

4354 Glen Oaks Ct.
Santa Maria CA 93455

(805) 937-8893

TJ Sanders
sanders insurance

1730 Noyes Rd.
Arroyo Grande CA 93420

(805) 709-2859

 $10 OFF
 . May not be combined with other offers .

 Your Next Service Call

 Since 1993
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©2001 Budget Blinds Inc. All Rights Reserved. *Offer not valid with any 
offers. Offer good at time of initial estimate only. Offer good at participating 

franchises only. Each franchise independently owned and operated.  

CALL TODAY -FREE-  IN-HOME CONSULTATION

BUDGET BLINDS · 739-8838
LOCALLY OWNED and FAMILY OPERATED

                                                                                      CA LIC# 977029
                                                                                      Expires 3/31/15

Monterey Shutters Select Signature 
Window Treatments

*Plus tax &  installation square 
& rectangular windows only

30%OFF
*4 Louver Sizes
*4 Of The Most Popular Whites
*Indoor
*Limited Lifetime Warranty

Verticals, Wood & 
Faux Woods, Cellulars, 
Roller Shades, Woven 

Woods & More

$22*As 
Low
As

per 
sq. ft

A New LOOK
for your
Windows

NOW offering 24 Hour Fast & Friendly  
Service, Heating & AC Service  
& Installation, plus Electrical  
Services for Residential & 
Commercial needs.

 Keeping A Tradition 
 For Over 50 Years

 Hair Cuts & Hot Towel Shaves
 3 Barbers To Better Serve You

 4850 S. Bradley Rd. Ste. D
 Orcutt CA • 937-6545

 Hours:  Tues-Fri 9am-6pm
 Saturday 8am-2pm

 Walk-Ins Only

 BEACON BEACON
 BARBER SHOP

 1108 E Clark Ave - 937-8766

 established 1978

 Take Advantage Of Our 
 New Markdowns

 50% Off All Retired Vera Bradley
 50% Off Selected Merchandise

 40% Off Selected Clothing
 30% Off Selected Baggallini

 Other Markdowns 
 Throughout The Store!

 Complimentary Gift Wrapping, Too!

 Victorian
 Stained Glass Works

 Custom Stained Glass Windows, 
 Supplies, Repairs, 

 Cabinet Inserts and Classes

 (805) 937-8234
 125 West Clark Ave. • Orcutt

 http://victorianstainedglass.biz

The very same DeLorean time machine 
that Marty McFly used to travel to the 
year 2015 will be the guest of honor at 
the upcoming Knights of Columbus 
St. Patricks Day Car Show on Saturday, 
March 14 from 10-3PM at Saint Louis de 
Montfort Church in Orcutt.

Last year’s event included 110 entries, 22 
vendors and thousands of spectators, and 
this year planners hope for an even bigger 
turnout.  James Jepsen, event co-chair says, 
“This year the goal is to pack the parish 
grounds with more classics, customs, hot 
rods, lowriders, exotic cars.  Last year the 

event raised $7000 for scholarships to 
help families with students attending St. 
Louis de Montfort School or St. Joseph 
High School.”

There will be food booths, a vendor 
faire, live music, prizes and One Way 
Board Shop will showcase skateboard 
riders jumping over a new car!  

Sponsors, vendors, and vehicles are 
wanted! Contact James Jepsen at 805-
878-1739 or james@jamesjepsen.
com. Registration info can be found at 
kofc11137.com

Fourth Annual Knights of Columbus 
Car Show Saturday March 14

facebook.com/
OrcuttPioneer

Lic. #738011
Heating•A/C•Sheet Metal • Inc.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

805-928-5486 • 155 South Broadway, Orcutt, CA  93455
www.jrbarto.com

Open Space Elects New Board
The Santa Maria Valley Open Space mission is 

to establish public trails in a natural setting for 
hiking, cycling, and horseback riding that will 
allow passive and spontaneous access and to serve 
the Santa Maria Valley and surrounding areas. 

Santa Maria Valley Open Space would like 
to recognize the outstanding service of SMVOS 
President- John Blanchard, Treasurer- Rich Niles 
and Board members: Rick Corbo, Ron Lovell and 
Doug Rich whose terms have come to a close as 
of January 1, 2015. 

As a non-profit organization the work of our 
Directors and Board is incredibly valuable to the 
success of our organization. Thank you to each of 
these former Board members for their hard work 
and commitment in creating SMVOS and building 
it into a strong and effective organization. 

On October 28th, 2014 the Board of SMVOS 
met and elected a new President, Treasurer and 
several Board members. The 5 newly elected Board 
members include: 

Chad Hinkle- President 
Will Cronan-Treasurer
Donna Evangelista Beal- Membership/Events
Gayle Vyenielo- Membership/Events
Kandie Miller- Communications/Email 
These 5 new members join a 10 member 

volunteer Board. The new Board is as follows: 
Directors/Officers: 
President-Chad Hinkle 
Secretary-Lisa Hall 
Treasurer-Will Cronan 
Board:
Director-Luis Escobar (Vice President)
Director-Mike Leedom 
Director-Donna Evangelista Beal 
Director-Gayle Vyenielo 
Director-Kandie Miller 
Director-Richard Niles
Director-David Kisner 
The new SMVOS Board is both proud of our 

past accomplishments and excited for new 
opportunities to serve and encourage the people 
of the Santa Maria valley in their outdoor activities.  

www.smvos.org 
www.orcutttrails.org
Signed, Kandi Miller - Director
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 Hypnotherapy or
 Meridian Therapy 

 (Tapping)
 Will these work for you?

 Find Out!
 www.missnell.com

   or call Nell Stilwell
 (805) 264-7753Securities offered through JHS Capital Advisors, Member FINRA/SIPC. Maguire Investments and JHS Capital Advisors are not affiliated.

Maguire Investments’ mission is to help our clients reach their unique financial goals. We draw 
upon over a half-century of service and over 120 years of combined experience, striving to tailor 

investment portfolios suitable to each client’s needs. 

805-922-6901     www.MaguireInvest.com 
1862 SOUTH BROADWAY, SUITE 100, SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA 93456

by partnering with your Maguire Investments financial advisor

Discover the value weDiscover the value weDiscover the value we
can create in your lifecan create in your lifecan create in your life

Sell items for free. Free ads can only be accepted via email to info@
orcuttpioneer.com with "classified" in the subject line. 25 word limit. 
Business ads only $25/25 words. Mail payments to Orcutt Pioneer, PO 
Box 2545, Orcutt CA 93457. 
Looking for a garden trellis? Contact me at Trellises.by.ethan@
gmail.com or 598-5980 for flyer or custom trellis.  I'm raising 
money for summer camp!
Wanted: Model A Ford Cars, Parts, Projects. Let me help clean 
out your garage. Jay McCord 805-598-8133
""""Semi Retired Electrician""" small jobs....$38/hour  805 
704 3616
Shadowsfund,Senior and Pit Bull Rescue in Lompoc is looking for 
volunteers and dog walkers. Shadowsfund@gmail.com
Red craft felt -$5.00 per yard. Multiple yards available. 937-3153

Paperback books- "Tender is the Night" $10.00 excl cond/ 
"The Grapes of Wrath"$10.00 excl cond/ "A Streetcar Named 
Desire" $5.00 937-3153
"Scribner Anthology of Contemporary Short Fiction- 50 N 
American Short Stories since 1970". Paperback. Good condition 
$15.00 937-3153
Hardback "Little Women" book with paper cover.  Excellent 
condition, $15,00 937-3153 lv msg
Set of 4 Jane Austin paperback books- with annotations. Good 
condition. All for $20.00 937-3153 Lv msg
Laure Ashley twin/double bed comforter in sea foam green and 
apricot. Includes win dow covering and table covering. Good 
condition .All for $35.00 937-3153
For sale 2 brightly colored ottomans approx 2ft x2ft x2ft.great 
for kids room like new $40.00 937-6921
Pair of Lay Z Boy wing back chairs with reclining option, Beauti-
ful and in excellent condition. $200.00 for the pair 937-6921
Lionel Girls Pink Train Set in original boxes.  Pictures on request. 
805 934-3206 

Moving Sale!  Fine furniture – sideboard, armoire, dining chairs; 
dishes, tables, lamps; outdoor furniture, planters, pressure 
washer. Call 934-1065 for more info!
Uniden phone - base unit has dial pad with cordless extension 
and one remote extension.  $25.00.  937-3582
Gold driver - Nike adjustable driver head with key.  Covert vs 
cavity back; senior-flex; maroon color.  Shaft can be changed.  
Like new.  $100.00.  937-3582
35mm Cannon camera - with interchangeable lens; flash and 
case included.  $100.00.  937-3582
Homedics full-body massager for chair.  Comes with remote for 
adjustments.  Relaxing and therapeutic.  $25.00.  937-3582
Air compressor for tires - has gauge; plugs into cigarette lighter 
or any other 12-volt source.  $15.00.  937-3582
GIANT DOGLOO DOGHOUSE. EXCELLENT CONDITION. (LARGEST 
DOGLOO MADE) WITH PAD. $165.00. FOLDING DOG RAMP 
400lb. WEIGHT LIMIT GREAT CONDITION. $65.00 .(805)878-
8744
Wurlitzer Digital Organ for sale.  $25.oo    937-4191 

For Sale: Trundle bed w/good mattresses. $125.000 or best 
offer. 938-1954
Hand Crocheted Afghan.4'x8' in xlnt. cond. Multi "Fall " colors. 
Very warm and soft.$20 805 720-2127
Camel leather reclining sofa $650.  Wooden sofa table $90.  
Matching sofa and end table $110.   Thomasville night stand and 
mirror  $150.  Various potted plants $5+.  938-3388
ANTIQUES:  Copper bed warmer $60.  Copper bucket $55.  
English coal bin $150.  Fox hunt horn $45.  5 Wedgwood pieces 
$195.  More.  709-2602. 
ROOMMATE WANTED Fully furnished kitchen & bathroom 
privileges. Bed, nightstand, desk provided. Background check 
required. Orcutt Bluffs condo. $560 per month. Inquire at kathy@
pricepointproperties.com
Terrier mixes (rescues) 1 yr. old spayed/nuetered, vacc. Microchip 
$150.00 Adoption fee. 
Email: cck9rescuepartners@yahoo.com for pictures and in-
formation.
Trimmer Mower 24 inch reel- 5 blade Honda Engine $400.00 
(805)9340-562 ask for Les
For Sale: Teak Wood Patio Table and Chairs. 21 inch John Deere 
self propelled Commercial Lawn Mower and 24 Volt Worx GT 
Edger. Call 9938-0636.
twin bedding.  Sheets, Shams, Quilts.  Like New 2-4-$25.00 
obo 934 7937 eves.
Solid wood Thomasville night stand and mirror $165.  Large clay 
planters with plants $30. Plants $5. Various garden art and plant 
stands. framed art.  938-3388 
tan leather reclining sofa (2000 new) $500.  wooden sofa table 
$95.  matching sofa table and end table $110.  swiveling rocking 
office chair $60.  709-2602 
Disney movies-VHS- some never opened. $5.00 each-Over 20 
titles. 937-3153
Edgar Allen Poe Complete Tales and Poems, Hardback- over 800 
pages. Like new $45.00 937-3153
Nancy Drew hardback books- excellent condition. 17 books/ 
$35.00 937-3153
Longaberger mini vegetable basket- red, white and blue weaving 
w/fabric liner/ plastic protectors/swinging handles. $30.00 
937-3153
Longaberger All American Series Carry Along basket  red, white 
and blue weaving, fabric line/ plastic protector and ceramic tie 
on- excellent condition $30.00 937-3153
Little House on the Prairie 9- book set. Excellent cond in card-
board bookcase- $30.00 937-3153
GOT MAC? How about iPod, iPhone, iPad, or AppleTV? Trouble-
shooting, repairs, upgrades, education, consulting. I also do 
Windows. 20+ years experience.  James@jamesjepsen.com or 
805-878-1739.
DeeJay/Emcee 25+ years experience. All genres of music avail-
able.  Weddings, parties, dances, etc. Now booking for spring. 
Reasonable rates.  James Jepsen's Borrowed Time 878-1739
BRUSH & PALETTE ARTIST GROUP 12th ANNUAL ART/CRAFT 
SHOW MARCH 14 & 15 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Fox-
enwood Tennis & Swim Club,  1087 Clubhouse Drive, Santa 
Maria.  Featuring work from nine talented local artists and 
artisans.  FREE admission, wine and appetizers.  BRING THIS 
AD WITH YOU for a chance to win a beautiful gift basket.

Classified Ads
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When counselors surveyed Orcutt 
Ac a d e my  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( OA H S ) 
sophomores this past year, just 10 percent 
could identify a college major in which 
they were interested.  Similarly, just 20 
percent could name a career interest.  
Future plans were not much clearer for 
older students.  “We were calling in juniors 
and seniors and few were able to articulate 
specific plans for college and career,” 
remembers OAHS Dean of Counseling 
Laurel Ciervo.

OAHS staff felt strongly that these 
percentages needed to improve.

Accordingly, for the 2014-2015 school 
year, OAHS adopted a new Get Focused…
Stay Focused! curriculum championed by 
Santa Barbara City College.  The program 
(1) enables students to discover their own 
passions, interests, and preferred work 
environments; (2) challenges students to 
project their personal needs and expenses 
in the future, including anticipating what 
level of income they will need to support 
themselves and their family; and (3) 
engages students in the development of 
a 10-year plan for high school, college, 

and career.  Each student’s 10-year plan is 
entered online and can be viewed by the 
student, his/her parents, and OAHS staff.

The curriculum is taught to all freshmen 
through a required, one-semester 
Freshman Success course.  Sophomores 
and juniors can take a yearlong Success 
101/102 course that is a continuation 
of the program.  Seniors can take a 
yearlong Success 103 course that focuses 
on preparation for college and/or careers.  
“Whether students are going to a four-year 
university, a community college, or a job 
immediately after high school, they are 
making a plan,” says Success 103 teacher 
Alyson Chavez.

Halfway through its debut year at OAHS, 
Get Focused…Stay Focused! is earning 
favorable reviews from students and 
teachers.

“(Freshman Success) is helping me 
with my future plans,” says Nevin 
Hamilton, a ninth grader who is targeting 
microelectronic or mechanical engineering 
as a career.  “You get an idea of how much 
you need to make to live the way you want 
to live.  You also work on a resume and 

portfolio and do a mock interview.”
 “Through Success 103, I’ve done 

everything I needed to do for college,” adds 
Tanner Villarete, a senior with a 4.3 grade 
point average who is headed to Cal Poly 
to major in software engineering.  “I had 
help with my college application, applying 
for scholarships, and applying for financial 
aid.  My teacher knows what’s going on.”

“This program is giving the kids a view 
into the future,” says Chavez.  “What do 
they want?  How are they going to get it?  
What are they going to do to get it?”

Meanwhile, OAHS is earning some 
kudos for its implementation of Get 
Focused…Stay Focused!  In January, the 
school learned that it received Bronze 
Medal recognition from Career Choices, 
publisher of the texts and workbooks for 
the program.  The school swill be honored 
at an awards luncheon in July.

“We just think that this program does 
the right things for our kids,” says OAHS 
Principal Rhett Carter.  “It gets them 
focused on long-term goals, and it gets 
them to see that steps toward these goals 
need to be taken right now.”

As for the future, OAHS plans to expand 
the scope of Get Focused…Stay Focused!  
In 2015-2016.  A module from the program 
will be integrated into English courses 
in grades 10, 11, and 12.  In the years 
to come, staff hope Success 103 can 
be made a requirement for all seniors.  
OAHS also is investing in professional 
development for teachers.  OAHS staff 
attended a conference on the program at 
Santa Barbara City College over Winter 
Break, and more will attend a summer 
conference.  

“When our students leave this school, 
we want them leaving with a plan for what 
they want to do and where they want to 
go,” says Carter.  “To me, that’s what the 
Orcutt Academy is all about.  It’s right 
there in our mission statement:  ‘equipping 
graduates for successful academic and 
workforce experiences.’  Get Focused…
Stay Focused! just feels like the right thing 
for our kids.”

Superintendent Dr. Debbie Blow can be 
contacted by phone at 938-8900 or by e-mail 
at dblow@orcutt-schools.net.

Orcutt Schools Update

New OAHS Program Focuses Students on Their Future
Dr. Debbie Blow, Superintendent, OUSD

Dr. David Hensiek
Chiropractor

235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
(805) 937-2015 • Fax (805) 937-2016

 Joni Gray
 Attorney

 195 S. Broadway St. Suite 210
 Orcutt CA 93455-4626

 805/937-2624 (office)
 805/937-4298 (home)

 Fax 805/361-0357
 jonigrayattorney@gmail.com

1408569 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Trust me to help find you the 
right coverage and savings on 
your insurance so you can enjoy 
more of what you love.  
We exist to assist. 
CALL ME TODAY.

Life’s greatest assists 
happen off the court.

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0634487

1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA  93455

Bus: 805-937-7275

SHOP

FIRST

OR
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TTCelebrating 25 Years

 Call for Appointment Mon - Fri 8 am to 5:30 pm
 147 W. Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt • 937-6033

 ORCUTT PIONEER 

 WITH COUPON • EXPIRES 3-31-15
 NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

 RICK’S CAR CARE   937-6033

 5 Qts Conventional Oil 
 • Multi-point Inspection 

 • Top Off All Fluids 
 • Synthetic Fluids Extra 

 • Excludes Diesels

 ORCUTT PIONEER  ORCUTT PIONEER 

 RICK’S CAR CARE   937-6033  RICK’S CAR CARE   937-6033

 3000 MILE
 SERVICE

 FUEL SYSTEM 
 SERVICE

 LICENSED

 INSPECTION & 
 REPAIR STATION

 SMOG
 CHECK

 WITH COUPON • EXPIRES 3-31-15
 NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

 WITH COUPON • EXPIRES 3-31-15
 NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

 Most Vehicles • $10 more 
 for 1995 Vehicles or Older 
 Excludes Motor Homes & 
 Vans. Plus Certificate and 

 Transmittal Fee

 $ 29 95

 SMOG
 CHECK

 plus tax
 $ 29 95

 plus tax

 Perform Motorvac Carbon 
 Clean Fuel System 

 Service. This Can Help 
 Improve Fuel Economy 
 And Increase Engine 

 Performance. Includes 
 Multi-point Inspection.

 $ 124 95
 plus tax



6Orcutt Pioneer ~ February 25, 2015

On February 4th and 5th, Alice Shaw 
Elementary School held an Ability Awareness 
Expo.  Shaw’s Special Education Specialists, 
parent volunteers, Speech and Language 
Pathologist, and SBCEO Vision Specialists 
came together to host a special day intended 
to educate third and fifth grade students about 
those with different abilities.

Students were taken through four stations as 
part of the Expo.  Each station taught how it 
might feel to experience life as a person with 
autism or an intellectual, physical, or visual 
disability.

But before they began their hands-on 
learning experience, they were part of an 

experiment.  “As the students entered the Fine 
Arts room, only those who wore glasses and 
had blonde hair were given a piece of licorice,” 
explains Special Education teacher Janell 
Provost.  “Then, all the students watched a 
video which shows a sad girl whose peers don’t 
want to play with.  But at the end of the video, 
she is happy because her peers come and ask 
her to play.”

Afterward, students were asked what 
happened in the video and most answered, 
“The kids didn’t want to play with her because 
she looks different” because the girl in the 
video happened to have Down’s Syndrome.  
The students were then asked how they thought 
the girl felt and if what had happened was okay.  

To help further make the connection, a 
discussion followed as to why some children 
had received licorice when they entered the 
room, while others hadn’t.  The students made 
several guesses before being told that it was 
because they looked like Mrs. Thompson, the 
school’s speech therapist.  

“We asked them, ‘How did that make you 
feel?’ and they answered, ‘Left out, sad’,” says 
Provost.  “They got it!  They were able to tell 
us that it isn’t okay to leave people out or not 
be friends with someone because they look 
different or have different abilities.”

Eager to learn more, the students worked 
through the four stations with open minds 
and a growing sense of empathy.  At the Visual 
Disability station, each child was given the 
opportunity to use white canes and sit at a 
Braille typewriter and type out a sentence with 
raised dots that correspond to letters in the 

Braille alphabet.
At the Intellectual Disability Station, students 

were given a paper to read that was in German 
and told to “keep trying” even though they 
didn’t understand the words.  The typical 
reaction was that trying 
to read this way was 
frustrating.

The Autism Station put 
students in groups of 
threes (one reader, one 
distracter, one student 
p r e t e n d i n g  t o  h ave 
autism).  As the reader 
read, the distracter made 
as much noise as they 
could to throw off the 
listener’s concentration 
to show that sometimes 
those with autism have 
a difficult time filtering 
out noise when receiving 
verbal, rather than visual, 
instruction.

T h e  f i n a l  s t a t i o n , 
Physical Disability, had students navigating 
wheelchairs around cones and simulated 
lunch lines.  Some students had to hold trays, 
some were only able to use one arm, while 
others were given VOCCA machines as their 
only means of communication.  Those not in 
wheelchairs were taught to ask before helping 
as a way of showing respect.

“The students were very motivated and 
engaged,” says Provost. “They asked amazing 
questions and shared intriguing stories about 

family members, classmates, and friends with 
disabilities, or different abilities.  I was so 
impressed.  They seemed more aware of their 
feelings and the feelings of others.  They do 
have respect, and they are empathetic.”

“We want our students 
to remember that all of 
us have skills that are 
difficult for us or with 
which we struggle,” she 
shares.  “By using our 
strengths and abilities, all 
of us learn to adapt to our 
environment.  We want 
our students to focus on 
the fact that our abilities 
are more important than 
our disabilities and even 
though we may look, 
learn, walk, see, or talk 
differently, we all want 
friends to care for, accept, 
and play with us.  We 
especially don’t want to be 
stared at or made fun of!  

All of us deserve respect.”
Provost encouraged students to be brave 

enough to speak out when they see or hear 
something that is not okay, like using the “R” 
word (retarded).  She believes they all have the 
power to teach others what is hurtful or unkind 
and hopes that by reinforcing compassion, 
empathy, and respect at a young age, they 
will be able to carry these things with them 
throughout their lifetime.

Rebecca Ross reporting

Ability Awareness Program Teaches Students About Acceptance

 937-5340
 937-6641

 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for Certificate

 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate, Transfer Fee $1.25
 Ô95 and Older Vehicles, Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.

 Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon 
 only ¥ Please call for appointment. ¥ Drive Ups Welcome.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DONÕT PAY!

 Regular price  $44.00

 Expires 3-31-15

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 OIL CHANGES 
 AS LOW AS

 76 Oil • ask for details

 $ 29 00
 +tax Steve, Bill, Dena, Mark,  Chris have a combined 150+ years of 

 experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt.
 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

��� �

 Se Habla Espa� ol 
 M-F 8-5

 Sat 8-Noon
 Ask for Chris

  
  
     
  
  
  
  
        
        
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Look  for  our  yellow  flags!  
  

We  offer  the  finest  
in  INDEPENDENT  
SEMI-‐ASSISTED  and  
ASSISTED  living  

Enjoy  carefree,  maintenance  free  living  in  a  beautiful  country  setting  
  All  single  story  homes  *  Home  cooked  meals  *  Fun  monthly  activities  

  CALL  FOR  A  TOUR  TODAY!    805-‐937-‐2021  
HUMMEL  VILLAGE  

4468  Hummel  Drive  in  Orcutt  *  hummelvillage.com  *  lic#  425801758  
HUMMEL VILLAGE  * email: office@hummelvillage.com

4468 Hummel Drive in Orcutt * www.hummelvillage.com * lic#425801758

 Lic. #874418

 ALEX FERREL 
 PAINTING

 (805)  598-4052
 “Small Town Painters,

 Big Time Quality!”

 For your interior paint projects, preparing the surface is just as important as 
 the selection of paint. Painting over imperfections will only highlight the area. 
 Spackle holes and since spackle tends to shrink, you will need to apply a 
 second coat. Put a little spackle on your finger tip, cover the hole and wipe off 
 the excess spackle with your fingers. If you use a putty knife to apply the 
 spackle, you will create a flat spot on your textured surface. Use a spray can 
 of texture to blend in repairs, prime and paint.

Program helps students accept those with 
different abilities. 

Students learn to type Braille at Shaw's 
awareness workshop.



7Orcutt Pioneer ~ February 25, 2015

Insurance & Risk Management
for Businesses & Individuals

SANTA MARIA  (805) 347-4700
PASO ROBLES  (805) 238-5212

License # 0757776

www.hubinternational.com

Lanierlandscapes

Tom : (805) 878.5449
Josh: (805) 714.1577
e: lanierlandscapes@msn.com
w: www.lanierlandscapes.com

CA C-27 981369
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Josh Lanier, Hunter Tech certified

SPECIAL EVENTS  
BRUSH & PALETTE ARTIST GROUP 12th 

ANNUAL ART/CRAFT SHOW MARCH 14 & 15 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Foxenwood Tennis 
& Swim Club,  1087 Clubhouse Drive, Santa 
Maria.  Featuring work from nine talented local 
artists and artisans.  FREE admission, wine and 
appetizers.  BRING THIS AD WITH YOU for a 
chance to win a beautiful gift basket.

Knights of Columbus CAR SHOW Saturday 
March 14 from 10am to 3pm at St Louis de 
Montfort Church. Cars, Trucks, Bikes and more, 
with music, food and the Back tot the Future 
DeLorean. For info call 805-878-1739 or visit 
www.kofc11137.com

MONTHLY OR WEEKLY EVENTS
ALL-AMERICA CITY QUILT GUILD meets 

at the Orcutt Christian Church, 204 Patterson 
Road on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30 pm.  Info:  www.santamariaquilters.com 
or 937-3477.

AMERICAN LEGION POST 534 Breakfast 
8-11am on the first Sunday of each month.  
Public invited.  145 W. Clark Ave.

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST at OASIS 
Senior Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on 
the second Saturday of each month 8 – 10 am:.  
Adults $5.00, Children under 10: $3.00

ARK TENNIS LESSONS for third through 
eighth graders.  Info: Coach Patrick Ortiz 934-
9911.

BIBLE STUDY on Genesis at St. Louis de 
Montfort.  Monday nights 7:30pm-9pm. For 
more info contact Steve Stanley 937-1353; Trent 
Benedetti 937-9625.

CC AMPUTEE & CAREGIVER PEER GROUP  
meets once per month on the 3rd Saturday to 
discuss issues, resources, and concerns, and share 
solutions we have discovered.  Rabobank, 1110 E. 
Clark Ave. Orcutt. Meeting has wheelchair access. 
Hoss 805-937-4432.

CAMPING LOVE OF ADVENTURE is a non-
profit camping club for single seniors and adults 
with monthly campouts to various central coast 
and central valley locations.  Not a dating club, 
but does offer friendship to all widows, widowers, 
divorced and single persons and include some 
whose partners may be incapacitated or don’t 
enjoy camping. Dues are $15.00/year which 
includes monthly newsletter.  Elaine 680-7419 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY meets every Friday 
night in Pacific Christian Center's Palmer Hall 
located at 3435 Santa Maria Way. Dinner is at 
6:15 for a $4 donation, Large Group Meeting 
starts at 7pm, Small Group Meeting at 8:00 and 
Crosstalk Cafe at 8:40. This meeting is not just 
for addiction but for everyone with a hurt, habit 
or hangup!

CENTRAL COAST CHORDSMEN invite those 
who would like to sing or would like to learn 
to participate with them.  Call 937-7960 for 
information.

Central Coast Corvette Club meets on the first 
Thursday of the month at Merrill Garden, 1350 
N. Suey Road, in the first floor Wellness Center 
at 7:00 pm.  Corvette owners and enthusiasts 
are welcome.  Call Mike for information at 
934-3948.

Calendar of Events

 Steve &  M elissa W isz
 Rea ltor®

 Cell: 7 20-06 04
 Office: 9 3 8-7 4 7 4

 200 E. Clark Ave. • Orcutt

 W isz Real Esta te
 of Era Polly
 Rea l Estate

 L ic. 0 14 5730 7
 L ic. 0 14 6 56 24

 Representin
g

 Buyers and 

 Sellers

 Veteran
 Owned

 Ken and Deborah Pili
   Owners

Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured

937-7817937-7817

COASTAL TREE SERVICECOASTAL TREE SERVICE
“We go out on a limb for you.” ®SM

Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

Since 1986

and gracious. Tony, a junior at Orcutt 
Academy and the electrical lead of the 
robotics team decided on OA because 
of the robotics program. “I could finally 
do something practical, like a build a 
robot, and it’s beautiful. Once I finally 
see that robot doing well, that’s my 
favorite part.” 

Both Tony and Briseida spend 
upwards of thirty hours outside of 
school working to make this robot a 
reality. Briseida, however, never touches 
the robot. She said that prior to joining 
robotics, she was hesitant because 
she didn’t think she’d be much help 
with the building aspect. But when 
she found out that there were other 
responsibilities, such as business, she 
had to join.  Briseida, who joined 
last year, is now the business lead of 
the robotics team. She oversees all 
fundraisers, registration prices, and 
merchandise, which seems like a whole 
lot for a high school junior, but Briseida 
has it under control. 

Last year, the robotics team won first 
place in their FRC competition with 
robot, Leo in the fall classic. Tony 
Roehl reminisces, “In the fall classic 
you use the previous year’s robot, and 

our robot, Leo, was competing in the 
championship, with two beach bots on 
either side. Leo competed and he won! 
It was beautiful. When Leo won, it was 
the first time I really felt school spirit. 
When they score a game pass, that’s 
cool, but Leo - that was satisfying. The 
work I put in paid off.” 

When the team isn’t getting their 
robot ready for competitions, they are 
hosting First Lego League (FLL) teams, 
which are made up of elementary to 
junior high kids looking to get into 
robotics. Community outreach is very 
important to the robotics members, 
and that’s why they decided to get 
involved with FLL. 

The first robotics competition of 
the year is in a few weeks, so all 
forty members, eight mentors, and 
one supervisor are hard at work to 
make sure that this is the best robot 
yet. Orcutt Academy robotics team 
encourages community involvement.  
If you are interested in volunteering 
or if you or your company would like 
to financially sponsor OAHS robotics, 
contact Orcutt Academy science teacher, 
Ty Fredriks at 938-8550.

Kari Degraffenreed reporting                                                     

OA Robotics Program
continued from page 1

St. Louis de Montfort Church
Clark Ave at Harp Road

Live Music PrizesVendors

Food

Allen’s Quality Plumbing • KSNI FM • 99.1 FM
Local Copies Etc. • Toyota & Honda of Santa Maria

CenCal Web Design • George Majoue, KofC Field Agent
SM Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram • Community Bank of SM

Andrews & Galloway • Dr. Mike Young OD • Dr. Richard Healy DDS 
One Way Board Shop • Pacific Petroleum 

Waste Management • Knight Broadcasting • Emerald Wave Media

4TH ANNUAL
FUNDRAISER

Skate
Demo

Sat. March 14 10:00-3:00

Vehicles, Sponsors & Vendors Wanted
James • 805-878-1739 • james@jamesjepsen.com info: kofc11137.org

Cars, Trucks
Hot Rods • Motorcycles

Bicycles • Race Cars
Customs and More

See the Back to the Future 
DELOREAN TIME MACHINE

2 • 0 • 1 • 5

Time Machine Sponsors:
Allen’s Quality Plumbing • CenCal Web Design

One Way Board Shop • Apex Auto Glass • Hitching Post
Community Bank of Santa Maria • Radisson of Santa Maria

FREEAdmission

 The San Luis Obispo Country Reading Association invites you to:

 An Evening with the Authors
 Friday, March 27, 2015, 6 to 9 PM at 

 the Spyglass Restaurant in Shell Beach
 Meet children’s authors Caroline Arnold, Joe Cepeda,

 Allison Crotzer Kimmel, Sharon Lovejoy and Lee Wardlaw

 $30 for members / $35 for non-members
 Price includes a three-course meal and an autographed book

 For more information or to reserve your seat 
 please e-mail mailto:slocra@yahoo.com 
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204 Patterson Rd
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 Gopher Gone

 805-266-2112

 No Poison • No Explosives
 People, Pet & Plant Safe

Shea Hutchinson

 
REALTOR© of the Year 2008

 
Cell (805) 260-6322 
Shea@SheaHutchinson.com

CalBRE#01189054
 

2648 Industrial Parkway #100, Santa Maria CA 93455 

WHILE OTHERS ARE JUMPING FROM TREND TO TREND

There’s still a church that feels like a church.

still preaching
Dynamic, passionate preaching straight 
from the Bible still brings more lasting 
change than comedy routines, drama, or 
motivational talks. Come discover the 
benefit of real preaching.

still hymns
Most church music amounts to dumbing 
down the lyrics and cranking up the 
volume to build interest. The hymns we 
sing still generate an attitude toward God 
that is anything but lifeless and boring.

still reverent
Casual is all the rage in American 
institutions, but God deserves better. 
While you won’t find a judgmental 
spirit here, you will find a place that still 
believes that reverence is right for the 
presence of God.

still men
The rumor that masculine men hate 
church isn’t entirely true. Come discover 
an environment where plenty of real men 
still believe God expects them to step up 
and provide strong, loving leadership in 
the church and in their families.

still family
Our culture’s experiment with the family 
has left the American home in a mess. We 
still teach the biblical roles for the family 
as the best answer and as our only hope 
for stable, fulfilled homes.

still exciting
God doesn’t need the Top 40 or the latest 
fads to be exciting. We still enjoy several 
timeless practices that stir the soul in a 
way that strobe lights and dancing in the 
aisles can never manufacture.

our pastor
Bud & Sandy Silva

Call or connect today: (805) 937-7291 • www.CoastHillsBaptist.org | 

Scan barcode with your 
smartphone to learn more 
about Coast Hills
• • •
Nursery & Spanish translation 
provided during services

service times
SUNDAY
• 9:45am   Bible Classes for All Ages
• 10:45am Morning Service
• 6:00pm   Evening Service

WEDNESDAY
• 7:00pm   Mid-week Service

our location
650 West Rice Ranch Road
Santa Maria, CA 93455

I say often to our church family, ‘It’s not about me. It’s not about 
you. It’s about Jesus Christ.’ We invite you to come join us as we 
open God’s Word and learn and grow in Him.


