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New Orcutt Sports Commission Plans for Recreation
In January of this year, the County
of Santa Barbara formed a seven
member Orcutt Sports Commission
comprised of Dan Blough, Terri Lee
Coleman, John Karamitsos, Chuck
Scheithauer, Drew Sugars, Rick
Velasco, and Joe Will.
The Orcutt Sports Commission will
be assisting in all sporting matters
related to our community. Since the
beginning of the year, the Commission has held meetings to get organized, assessed what is available to
the community, and set about making plans to meet any needs.
Supervisor Joni Gray says that the
schools in the Orcutt School District
have simply run out of room to accommodate all of the sporting activities that take place in Orcutt.
“They will be looking for properties and may assist with the Orcutt
Community Park by working on the
scheduling for the sports complex,”
she says.
Each member of the Commission
volunteered for the job out of genuine affection for both sports and the
community.
“We went to different groups to
see who could help,” Gray says
of the selection process, “and we
found people who find these issues
important.”
Planning Commissioner Daniel
Blough has lived in Santa Maria since
1974 and has been active in both
real estate and contracting. He has
served on the Board of Directors for
the Santa Maria Board of Realtors,
Santa Maria Country Club, Boys
and Girls Club, Gen-Span Foundation, and Santa Maria Valley Packers
semi pro baseball. Blough’s current
favorite sports are golf, fishing, and
RV road trips.
Terri Lee Coleman is the Direc-

tor of Development for the Orcutt
Aquacenter and has spent the last
year meeting with community

Photo by Jeremy Teitelbaum
groups, writing grants, and coordinating special events. She worked
for nearly twenty years at the Santa
Maria Fairpark and has served on
countless Boards and Committees
including the Committee to Improve
North County, Boys and Girls Club,
YMCA, and the Santa Maria Police
Council where she currently acts as
Executive Director.
Orcutt’s new rep John Karamitsos
has been a Santa Barbara County
planner for nineteen years and
describes himself as a “product of
Orcutt public schools”. He participated in a number of youth sports
including Orcutt Youth Basketball
and programs at both Orcutt Junior
High and Righetti High School and
spent several years officiating youth
basketball leagues.
“I look forward to the day when
each of my four young children is
involved in organized sports activity,” says Karamitsos, “and I’m
glad to have a role in providing for
recreational opportunities to all the
children (and grown-ups) in the
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unincorporated areas of the Santa
Maria Valley.”
Chuck Scheithauer served twenty
years in the US Air Force and spent
twenty-two more working for the
Vandenberg Air Force Range Contractors. He has been involved with
the Orcutt National Little League,
the Orcutt Babe Ruth League, and
Righetti High School Boosters and is
currently the President of the Santa
Maria Orchid Society, a seventeen
year member of Santa Maria Elks
Lodge #1538, and has been a part of
several other local organizations.
One half of everyone’s favorite
nightly news duo for nearly a decade,
Drew Sugars is currently working as
the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s
Department’s Public Information
Officer. He served as a past board
member of Leadership Santa Maria
Valley and the Boys and Girls Club
and volunteered to help raise funds
for Foodbank Santa Barbara County,
Friends of the Library, and the Luis
Oasis Senior Center, among others.
Sugars and his wife Nerissa have
spent countless hours watching their
three young children participate in
local sports and appreciate the need
for a place to play. He is honored
to be selected as a member of the
Orcutt Sports Commission and is
looking forward to “taking part in
a mission that will have an impact
on the young people of the area for

decades to come”.
Rick Velasco, co-owner of Ricky’s
House of Pizza, is the Founder and
President of Orcutt United Soccer
League, a member of the National
Soccer Coaches Association of America, a member of the National High
School Soccer Coaches Association,
and a member of the People to People
Sports Ambassadors Coaching Staff.
He has gained extensive knowledge
and experience in his many years
of coaching, refereeing, and administrating. Velasco is currently the
Chairman/Coach of the TOPSoccer
program for athletes with physical
and/or mental disabilities.
Santa Maria native Joseph Will was
one of the first babies born in the new
Marian Hospital and attended May
Grisham, Patterson Road, Ralph
Dunlap, Orcutt Junior High, St.
Louis DeMontfort, and Saint Joe’s.
After twenty years in the family
business, Coast Rock Products, he
is currently working as a consultant
for the John J. Will Family on their
mixed-use project in Old Orcutt.
“My desire to be involved with
this project is because athletics has
always been a big part of my life,”
says Will, “I believe that it teaches
the youth in our community commitment, respect, teamwork, and other
fundamentals that they will use for
the rest of their lives.”
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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OUSD: Teachers & Class Size Reduction at Risk

“I just want parents in the Orcutt
School District to know we are continuing to try and keep budget cuts
away from the classroom.”
Jan Yanagisako, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources,
has been working that objective for
the past six years as the district’s
incoming monies from the state have
dwindled by about a million dollars
a year.
District Superintendent Sharon
McHolland says budget balancing
is more complicated this winter because Sacramento hasn’t given the
district any numbers. Legislators and
the governor still are bickering over
dollars.
These days, coming up with a budget is hard enough when you have
some idea how much money is coming in. But when all you know is that
your income is going to be reduced
and you have no idea by how much,
it’s tough to come up with accurate
numbers.
“We have not replaced positions for
years; we are exploring the development of a senior housing complex
on district property without selling

bonds to provide future income without adding a tax burden to Orcutt
residents. The school board is doing
all it can to keep the budget balanced
without affecting children’s education,” explains McHolland.
Both Yanagisako and McHolland
say there’s not much talking room
left. McHolland reluctantly says
the district’s ever-popular class size
reduction program for grades K-3,
which keeps the teacher-student ratio
throughout the district at 20-1, is in
jeopardy. “All four grade levels of
class size reduction are at risk,” she
says.
The district expenditure budget
is now about 35 million dollars.
McHolland says the loss of 100 children next fall due to declining enrollment and a state income reduction of
5.6%, “and with costs for personnel,

materials, utilities all going up,
we are quickly running out of options.”
Forty-three teachers may get layoff notices March 15—the cut-off
date to notify teachers they are on
that list.
Yanagisako say that when the
district has to reduce staff, seniority
prevails and those teachers hired as
far back as the year 2000 will be at
risk.
A recent report in EDUCATION
WEEK shows California ranks 47th
in the nation in per pupil funding,
trailing the national average by
nearly $2,400 dollars per student.
The latest numbers indicate an additional $10.8 billion dollars will be
cut from school budgets statewide
over the next 18 months.
Steve Southwick reporting
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John Karamitsos Becomes Orcutt Liaison for SB County
In December 2008, John Karamitsos took the assignment of “Orcutt
Representative”, a position formerly
held by John Torell. As Orcutt Rep,
Karamitsos will act as a liaison to the
community; a connection between
local residents and their local government.
Karamitsos was raised in Orcutt,
attended Orcutt schools, and played
Orcutt sports. To the offices of the
Fourth District, this familiarity with
our town is very important.
“He knows it all,” says Supervisor
Joni Gray, “and remembers it!”
Not only is Karamitsos personally connected to the area, but he
has spent many years in service as
well.
“I grew up here,” he says, “and
I’m a nineteen year County Planner, including five years working
on the Orcutt Community Plan. I
was excited about getting a chance
to implement that plan.”
This excitement has taken Karamitsos, along with Gray’s administrative assistant Alice Patino, to count-

less meetings since the beginning of
the year.
“So far we’ve met with a lot of key
people in the community,” says Patino, “and we always leave meetings
with homework.”
“It has been very promising,” adds
Karamitsos.
The pair have extended invitations
to various groups in Orcutt to sit
down and discuss what issues they
feel need to be addressed. The Oasis
Senior Center, the Orcutt Area Advisory Group, the Old Town Orcutt Revitalization Society, the Foxenwood
Men’s Club, Homebuilders Associations, as well as local sheriffs and
principals have met with, or will soon
meet with, Patino and Karamitsos.
“The big issues that seem to cut

across all of the meetings are the
Housing Element and the fee structure for Old Town Orcutt,” he explains.
Other issues include a new book
deposit for the Orcutt Library (which
has seen increased business since the
new public library opened in Santa
Maria), assisting the Oasis Senior
Center with relocation, reevaluating Stop and Yield signs throughout
Old Orcutt, discussing the impact of
affordable housing with the Homebuilders Association, and the getting
involved with the Orcutt Area Advisory Group’s plan to go to LAFCO to
have Orcutt removed from the sphere
of influence.
According to Patino, these meetings involve a lot of helping, getting

creative, and working with people
who are truly passionate about their
roles in the community. From there
it is simply a matter of rolling up
their sleeves and getting down to
some good old fashioned team work
to ensure that Orcutt is the best is
can be.
Karamitsos is encouraging members of the community to contact
him with questions or comments by
calling 934-6255.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Aquacenter
Fundraiser a Success

The Orcutt Aquacenter transformed
Hofschulte Gymnasium at St. Joseph
High School to hold the 13th Annual Benefit Dinner and auction on
January 24th. According to Terri Lee
Coleman, Director of Development,
the event was a tremendous success
with over 200 tickets sold, and raising
over $14,000 towards the project.
Once built, the family oriented
Orcutt Aquacenter will ultimately
include a 50 meter outdoor Olympic
competition pool, 25 yard indoor
recreation pool, therapy pool, outdoor water play area with a water
slides, picnic area, and a 16,500 sq. ft.
community building to be located in
the heart of Orcutt at the Southeast
corner of Union Valley Parkway and
Hummel Drive.
Guests of the event were treated to
a top sirloin barbecue dinner with all
the trimmings, and had an opportunity to participate in a silent auction,
a reverse drawing and a 50/50 raffle
drawing with KCOY TV’s meteorologist Jim Byrne acting as master of
ceremony. Maretti’s Tavern manned
the no-host bar, Board member Stan
Luis and his crew handled the dinner
and the Righetti High School boys
water polo team members served
the delicious dinner. Board President
Tami Rabska, Urban Planning Concepts Planner Laurie Tamura and
Wayne Lippold of Pacific Architec-

ture provided the project
overview and advised attendees of the future goals
for the project.
After receiving final
project approval from
Santa Barbara County
Board of Supervisors in
2007, the Orcutt Aquacenter has been actively
raising funds, applying
for grant funding and coordinating special events.
There are also naming opportunities for the building, interior rooms, and
pool areas.
In addition, the Rice
Ranch Development has
selected the Aquacenter
as their charity of choice
whereby the project will
receive a $150 contribution at each close of escrow. There are over 700
homes planned in the Rice
Ranch Community over
the course of the next few
years. In the Guadalupe
community, Far Western
Tavern donated 10% of
their Monday evening
dinners for the month of
August 2008.
Jeremy Teitelbaum
reporting
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Reviews Favorable
for Senior Housing Project
Before formally applying to the
County, the Orcutt School District
Board of Trustees figured they should
get an idea as to how Santa Barbara
County planners would view a several hundred unit senior housing
project next to district offices.
The planning commissioners took a
look at a conceptual plan proposing
about 260 units for seniors 55 and
over on almost ten acres north of
Rice Ranch Road and south of Soares
Avenue.
The plan achieved rave reviews
at a January Planning Commission
meeting.
“I think the Orcutt School District
Board of Trustees are pathfinders,”
said Fourth District Commissioner
Joe Valencia. “Can you imagine finding a way to generate income to the
district forever? They are looking
out for the community and the kids
at a time when Sacramento is doing a
poor job of handling our finances.”
According to Assistant Superintendent Marysia Ochej there were a
variety of people who spoke about
senior housing in Orcutt and most

were supportive. “Overall comments were supportive, passionate
and heartfelt.”
Ochej said for some, “the prospect of senior housing brought up
emotional memories of searching
for housing for their parents while
others spoke happily of being able
to stay in Orcutt in their golden
years.”
Nineteen people spoke to the Commissioners regarding the project;
seventeen were supportive.
The District plans to lease the 9.5
acres with the generated funds to
supplement dwindling state income.
The site is on a portion of what was
designated key site 17 in the 1997 Orcutt Community Plan which allows
for consideration of senior housing
at the site.
If the plans are approved by the
County, the District would lease
the property to a ‘senior housing
developer’ who would apply for a
senior-housing project through state
and county channels. The developer
would structure the project based on
need; some units could be designed
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for independent
living, some for assisted living and
some for fulltimecare.
The next step for
the District is to file
formal application
with the County
and to request the
County to confirm
Community Plan
language regarding senior housing
on the property.
Agent for the
District in processing the application
through the County
is Oasis Associates,
Inc—Landscape,
Architecture and
Planning of San
Luis Obispo.
Steve Southwick
reporting
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Orcutt Schools Update

Class Sizes in K-3
Endangered by State
Budget Shortfall

By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent, Orcutt Union School District
For many parents and families, one
of the most appealing features of the
Orcutt Union School District has been
our participation in the state’s Class
Size Reduction program for kindergarten through third grade.
Thanks to this program, classes in
grades K-3 in Orcutt have enjoyed
sizes of 20 or fewer students. Classes
in fourth grade and higher in our
schools generally are loaded with 30
or more students.
Unfortunately, the state’s $40 billion
budget deficit threatens our school
district’s lower class sizes in grades
K-3. No one in our district wants to
tamper with a program that we know
makes a positive difference for children ... and yet, with the magnitude
of the budget cuts we currently face,
Class Size Reduction has to be one of
the items in play.
Let me provide some details about
Sacramento’s budget shortfall and its
implications for Orcutt.
To begin, our district has a $36.4
million budget. Approximately $7.7
million of the budget is “restricted”
– meaning it needs to be spent for
specific purposes and thus cannot be
subject to cuts. This leaves approximately $28.7 million in our general
fund. This amount, we use to pay our
employees and operate our schools
and school district.
As proposed, Sacramento’s budget
would cause our district to cut $1.3
million from this year’s budget and
an additional $1.8 million from our
budget for 2009-2010. This amounts
to over 10 percent of our general fund!
Moreover, this year’s cuts come in
the wake of several previous years of
budget cuts. Due to declining enrollment and reduced funding from the
state, our district already has slashed
approximately $4.3 million from its
budget since 2002!
In years past, we have taken every
measure possible to keep cuts away
from children and classrooms ... but
this year, we need to look at all possible
budget reductions, even those that directly impact students. Among these
potential cuts are our reduced-size
classes in one or more of grades K-3.
Since its implementation in 1996, the
state’s Class Size Reduction program
has earned rave reviews from students,
parents, and educators. The smaller
class sizes have enabled teachers to
provide more individualized instruction, more accountability, and more

attention to their students.
“(The state budget) would be a step
backward for education in California,”
says Abel DelValle, a Ralph Dunlap
School third-grade teacher who also
is president of the Orcutt Educators
Association. “When districts like ours
have to reconsider their participation
in Class Size Reduction, it’s devastating. Smaller class sizes in the early
grades are absolutely the best thing for
children’s development.”
Echoes Bob Bush, our assistant superintendent for educational services:
“There’s no question that Class Size
Reduction has been positive for kids.
When you have smaller classes, you
can do a lot more to address individual
needs. This has benefited thousands of
Orcutt kids over the years.”
Why is Class Size Reduction endangered? Simply put, the extra funding
the district receives from the state for
reduced-size classes is not enough to
fully pay for the teacher and a class of
20. For ending its participation in Class
Size Reduction, the district would realize approximately $320,000 in savings
... an amount that may be needed if the
state budget stands as is.
To be sure, our district currently is
weighing a range of other cuts, including closing school libraries; ending bus
transportation for junior high school
students; continuing to reduce maintenance, grounds, and custodial services;
dropping school counseling programs;
and making further cuts to district and
site administration. In this kind of fiscal environment, though, we need to
be looking at all possible cuts ... a sad
endeavor for everyone involved.
“It’s poor public policy to make these
kinds of cuts to school district,” says
Marysia Ochej, our assistant superintendent for business services. “You
can’t operate a school district when
you’re facing these kinds of cuts. If
education is important, then public
policy doesn’t tell us that it is.”
In future editions, I will keep readers
of the Pioneer updated on the state
budget and its impact on our school
district. In the meantime, I urge everyone to contact our legislators and ask
for a budget that makes public education the No. 1 priority it needs to be.
Dr. Sharon McHolland can be contacted by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail
at smcholland@orcut-schools.net, or by
mail c/o Orcutt Union School District,
500 Dyer Street, P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt,
CA 93457.
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MANAGEMENT SERVICES BY:

Nishimori
landscape & design, inc.
Serving the local community for over 15 years.
Nishimori Landscape & Design, Inc. also offers full service landscape
maintenance for both commercial and residential properties.
* Weekly, monthly & quarterly services available
* Lawn care (mowing, edging, trimming)
* Tree and shrub care (pruning, thinning, shaping)
* Insect, disease & weed control
* Gopher control
* Specialty pruning (Roses, fruit trees, perennials, ornamental grasses)
* Mulch application (bark, rock, compost)
* Irrigation services (trouble-shooting, repair, replacement)
* Lawn renovations (dethatching, aeration, overseeding)
* Hydroseeding
* Spring/Fall clean-ups
* Landscape design & installation

928-5756

807 South Blosser Road, Santa Maria, CA 93458

Contractor’s License #610659 Pest Control Business License #3980
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Earl Jennings: True Orcutt Pioneer
Earl John
Jennings
1381-2009
“He never met a
stranger.” Those
are the first words
that came to mind
when Mike Jennings was asked about
his late father, Mr. Earl Jennings.
Earl’s ties to Orcutt began before
he was even born. His grandmother,
Ellison Louisa Burtron, was born in
a covered wagon crossing the Santa
Maria River. His grandfather, John
Henry Mahurin, was Santa Maria’s
Chief of Police. Although his biological father, Earl Sr., was a barnstormer
out of Oklahoma, marrying the Police
Chief’s daughter has a way of making
you one of the local family.
Earl never really got to know his father – a tragic aviation accident sadly
took his life when young Earl was only
three years old. Proud holder of one
of the first A & P Licenses issued after
the formation of the FAA, pilot Earl Sr.
had the opportunity to work on The
Spirit of St. Louis down in San Diego.
His signed photograph from Charles
Lindbergh became one of Earls most
prized possessions.
When Earl was seven, his mother,
Pearl, remarried and Dresden D. Norris became his beloved stepfather. As
a member of Orcutt’s influential Norris
family, Dresden brought Earl yet another tie to the community that would

Mike says his Dad was an accomplished carpenter and engineer, though
be his lifelong home. He became a he never held any official degrees to
part of the family and they became a prove it. He was also a whiz with the
big part of his life.
scissors. In 1955 he opened the Orcutt
“I think it’s interesting that the first Barber Shop on Clark Avenue, a place
street you come to in Old Orcutt is many remember fondly.
Norris,” says Earl’s son Mike, “I re“When I was in junior high I would
member Grandma Norris living right come in and sweep up the shop,” says
there on the corner. We liked to play Mike, “and I remember military guys
in the tree in her front yard.”
waiting for haircuts. My Dad’s spe“I can’t say enough about Dresden cialty, and his most expensive haircut,
and Pearl,” he says, who credits them was a flat top. Officers would come
with raising the whole family of Jen- from Vandenberg because they said
nings’, including Mike’s little brother they could get a better flat top from my
Mark and sister Linnie.
Dad than on base. The old man gave a
“Dresden was a carpenter and built pretty good flat top!”
houses all over Old Orcutt,” he says,
“It was great being a kid and listening
“He was a pioneer of Orcutt and a to all the talk going on. If I could go
quiet man. My Dad learned a lot from back in time,” Mike admits, “A week’s
him and took on a lot of his character- worth of recordings of the banter from
istics. When he passed away [in 1981] that barber shop would be priceless.”
it was the first time I ever saw my Dad
In addition to snipping away at the
break down.”
locals, Earl had several other interests
A true Orcutt native, Earl attended that he shared with the community.
Orcutt grade schools and graduated
“He had a passion for antique firefrom Santa Maria High in the class of arms,” says Mike, “and he opened up
1948. Following high school he en- a repair shop. He had a great time
rolled in the United States Navy and meeting with all of the old timers and
attended Pasadena Barber College. ended up making a hobby into a verifiHe was also set up on a fortuitous able business.”
blind date where he would meet and
Earl organized the first gun show in
��������������������������������������������
fall in love
with Alice “Bobbie” Jen- Santa Maria and was one of the foundnings. They married in 1951.
ing members of The Santa Maria Valley

Gun Collector’s Club. He was also a
charter member of the Orcutt Lions
Club, both President and Vice President of the Santa Maria Historical Society, and a member of Pacific Memories
Car Club and the Santa Maria Pioneer
Association where he worked tirelessly
on the Pioneer Park picnic grounds.
He was always involved in something Orcutt-related and took pride
in the things that he created, whether
it was with an organization or in his
own workshop.
“He built things that would boggle
the mind,” says Mike, “He really had
a genius for engineering.”
In the 1950’s Earl acquired the property between the Bradley Dip and
Jensen’s Crossing called Olive Hill
Ranch, a familiar haunt for many of
Earl’s friends.
“He had a workshop at the ranch
where he created all kinds of things,”
says Mike, “He would fix stuff for
people. He and Dresden even built
the house. He was always building.
He would call people up at all hours
trying to figure things out, make them
better.”
Living on the ranch was a blissful
time for Mike. He recalls horseback
riding, raising livestock, people always
stopping by to say hello, and being
continued on page 8
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New Construction
and Repair
Tankless Water Heaters
&
Water Line Repiping
All Your
Plumbing
and Gas Needs

938-7775

Frank Hamlin, Owner
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Lic #704690

PO Box 2368
Orcutt, CA 93457-2368
email:hamlinplbg@yahoo.com

“We go out on a limb for you.”

ST PADDY’S D
S
! AY
PECIAL
50%
Off
with coupon • expires 3-31-09

Prints & Posters

®SM

COASTAL TREE SERVICE

Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial
• Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding
• Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift • Land Clearing
• Homeowner Associations • Property Mgt. Companies

FREE
ESTIMATES
Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee

State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235
Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured

937-7817
Since 1986
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OASIS Celebrates Our World Jennings
continued from page 7
to come home, drop his books and
through Food, Entertainment able
go out hunting jackrabbits with a dog

Celebrate food. Celebrate music.
Celebrate culture. Celebrate diversity. Celebrate our world!
In December of 2008, non-profit
organization The Fund for Santa
Barbara generously donated $6,000
to the Orcutt Area Seniors In Service
to start a program called Celebrate
our World.
“Celebrate our World is designed to
lessen prejudice and discrimination,”
says OASIS Senior Center Executive
Director Moani Goonetilleke. In an
effort to educate senior citizens and
other members of the community
on the multitudes of cultures represented within our own neighborhoods, the program will hold twelve
monthly celebrations from various
parts of the world.
“We are focusing our efforts on seniors,” says Goonetilleke, “because
they may not have been exposed
to cultural differences the way that
younger generations have.”
Today, multiculturalism is a common concept in most communities.
Yet, just a few decades ago prejudices and discrimination were just
as prevalent. The hope is that this
new program will open minds and
have a trickle down effect throughout
Orcutt.
And what better way to share than
to celebrate! Celebrate our World
will use artifacts, entertainment, and
cuisine to present each of its twelve
upcoming cultures. By showing

them in a fun, non-confrontational
light, they hope to demonstrate that
we are all the same “in our basic humanity, our loves and our fears, our
failures and successes.”
The first celebration will feature
Mexico. Local restaurant Cielito
Lindo will provide the authentic
cuisine for the event, including tacos, taquitos, and quesadillas. The
entertainment will be presented by
Ricardo Gabaldon and the Righetti
High School Ballet Folkloric and Guadalupe Baro who will be singing.
In addition, several guest speakers have volunteered to give what
Goonetilleke calls “in-depth personal
talks” about what it is like living in
the United States. Rick Velasco and
Frank Barajas will be speaking and
Guadalupe Baro’s daughter will give
a presentation about her mother’s life
after her performance.
In the coming months the program
will celebrate the British Isles, China,
and many others.
“We would like to keep doing this as
long as possible,” says Goonetilleke,
“We could probably go ten years and
not run out of countries!”
To attend the maiden voyage of
Celebrate our World, stop by the Luis
Oasis Senior Center on February 28th
between 2pm and 5pm to enjoy free
food, entertainment, and information
given in a spirit of celebration and
enlightenment.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

and a rifle.
“My sister Linnie and I remember
that the only things between us and
Old Orcutt was the trailer park at 1600
Clark and Toppie Reese’s house,” says
Mike, “There was nothing else. It was
the Garden of Eden for us. We could
saddle up a horse and ride forever. It
was a Norman Rockwell world.”
After retirement, Earl and Bobbie
hit the road in their converted Greyhound 4104 Silverside. They enjoyed
a number of years touring the United
States and Mexico and Earl even won a
few awards for the work he did on his
unique motor home.
But no matter where they went, Orcutt was always home.
“My Dad loved Orcutt,” says Mike,
“He was one of Orcutt’s own. All of
the people he grew up with – it’s really
the end of a generation. A lot of people
are coming in now to see what Orcutt
could be, not what it was. But the fabric
of Orcutt is still there.”
“He would do a lot for people,” he
continues, “He would give you the shirt
off his back even if he didn’t know you.
If Earl started to tell you a story, you
were captive. He had the gift of gab
and you always wanted more.”
“His passion in life was his family and
his friends,” says Mike, “And working with his hands. I bet he’s up there
building something or fixing something
right now.”
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Classified

Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for up to 25 words. FREE
ADS CAN ONLY BE ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL sent to info@orcuttpioneer.com
with CLASSIFIED in the subject line. 25 word limit.

PLANT RECYCLER: we Buy-Dig-Sell exotic Plants,
Palms & Succulents, By Appointment 937-5803, Best
Gardens & Design, corner of Clark & Telephone x5
Model Home Furnishings Warehouse of furniture
20% to 50% off retail. Sofas, chairs, ent.ctrs,
beds, dining, office. Too much to list. Must sell.
489-4277 or 440-9085 mhfurnishings.net
Elite housekeeping. 25 yrs experience in Orcutt.
Detailed, meticulous, call and ask about your free
housecleaning. 598-2453
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” sells doors,
windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and lighting
fixtures (some are new or nearly new) at 50% or less
of retail. 2053 Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria.
Tuesdays, 10-1; Fridays from 10-4 and the 2nd and
4th Saturdays of each month from 10-1.
Former Marines interested in forming a Marine Corp
league detachment, please call Archie Miller for
details. 478-8841.
Country Club entrance & Waller Park just steps away
... $1800/mo rent for 3 bedroom with all new flooring,
kitchen, bath & paint. 937-5803 evenings. Tropical
garden. No dogs.
Wanted, mature helper for elderly couple. Few hours in
morning and evening to cook dinner. 937-5357
2003 Chevy Suburban. 4WD, DVD player, Bose sound
system, 6 CD player. Centerline rims, wide tires.
Leather captains chairs 2nd row. Clean, one owner.
81K miles, oil changed every 3K. 937-6619.
King Pillow-top Firm Mattress and 6-drawer oak base,
mattress recently cleaned. In Orcutt. $200, barter?
253-279-9538
Gates, two 6 ft wood Free, you haul 937-9841
Wanted: Tubers of the Jerusalem artichoke (sun
choke). 937-3582
WAGNER 770 Paint Sprayer - used once $100 9377416
COMPUTER Athlon XP 2.1ghz,1.5gb RAM, 300gb HDD,
Burner, ATI X1650 Pro 256mb AGP(retail box), Win XP
Pro. $260 264-1053.
Empty Lot for rent for your single-wide mobile home.
Trailerancho MHP (805) 925-8518

READING • STUDY SKILLS • S.A.T. PREP
MATH • ALGEBRA • SPANISH
WRITING • GEOMETRY • AND MORE

1130 E. Clark Ave #130, Orcutt
(805) 938-5160
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3040 SKYWAY DRIVE ~ SANTA MARIA
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Located Next to the American Red Cross
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Visit Our Website: americanselfstorage.biz
Ofﬁce Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8AM - 5PM
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Orcutt Barber Turns TV Star
Don Tinsley has been a barber for
over 40 years. He owns the Old Orcutt
Barber Shop, won the 1988 Texas State
Flattop Championship, and shows
Arabian horses with his wife Kaye.
And last year he started hosting his
very own community access television
program, “Be Informed.”
“I started the show because I wanted
to contribute to my community and
make a difference,” says Tinsley, “I
never dreamed that it would lead to
anything more.”
But it certainly did lead to something
more. Tinsley was approached about
submitting taped episodes of “Be

Informed” to a national competition.
He took this advice and won the 2008
Alliance for Community Media Western States Region’s WAVE (Western
Alliance for Video Excellence) Award
for Programming by/for Seniors/
Community Producers. It is the first
time anyone on the central coast has
received this award.
Keeping it all in the family, Tinsley
once accepted assistance from high
school students, but now has his wife
behind the camera. After a bit of
editing, viewers are treated to a full
thirty minutes of Don, who is well
known in these parts for his ease of
conversation.
Don says that the theme song for
“Be Informed” was written especially
for the program by Orcutt resident
Randy Musumeci, formerly with the
Band Huey Lewis & the News. Don
and Kaye both edit, direct, write and
produce much of their material. He
now has 13 episodes in the can with
plan for more. “My customers give me
leads,” says Tinsley, buzzing away at
one sitting comfortably in his barber
chair, “And I pick whoever piques my
interest.”
“The show is about all of us,” he
continues, “We don’t do programs in
the city of Santa Barbara or San Luis

Obispo County.. There are plenty of
things to talk about and people to interview right here in Orcutt, Santa Maria,
Lompoc and the Santa Ynez Valley.”
Over the last year Tinsley has covered
the 13th Annual Intertribal Powwow at
Live Oaks and the 30th Annual ParksJaneway event as well as interviewed
local ag-man Toppy Reese, 97 year old
Hattie Feargella (who still rides her
horse in parades!), and Jean Rath, “The
Purple Lady and many more.”
“We cleared up a lot of myths when
she was on,” says Tinsley of Rath, “She
doesn’t drive a purple car anymore and
she never died her poodle purple.”

Don enjoys interviewing seniors – actually, he enjoys interviewing, period.
The list of community members (from
reverends to historians to mobile wine
bottlers) who have sat across from this
friendly, spirited barber is long. If his
shop, which is always full of local men,
is any indication, the list will continue
to grow. He even has another show in
the works called “The Sporting Program.”
“People have been very receptive and
we have a tremendous viewing audience,” says Tinsley, adding “And it’s
nice to get recognized on the street and
nice to hear from my customers that
they’ve watched the program.”
He hangs up his clippers and smiles,
“This is the best community in the
world.”
Mr. Don Tinsley would like to thank
Alan Sutterfield, Dale Pena, Gregg
Ratcliff, Bill Smith, SMC-TV, TAP-TV
Lompoc and all of the volunteers who
have assisted with the program.
“Be Informed” airs on SMCTV Ch.
25 in Santa Maria and TAPTV Ch. 25
in Lompoc and runs Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 7pm and Fridays at 4pm
each week. Programs change monthly,
and you never know who will appear
on the program next!
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Garden Projects

paid advertisement

by Tom Lanier, owner Sprinkler Pros

February stands at the threshold of
spring—gazing with wonderment
beyond the arbor of this passing
season. The mist of the day whets
our appetite for dazzling colors and
whisps of wind; for aromas that
compete for our attention as we
stroll their way. Their significance
is not, though, in gaining recognition, but rather in who they are . . .
in our garden.
With spring on our doorstep are
you planning what you’ll do outside?
Do you enjoy perennials or annuals? Vegetables or herbs? Neither
or both?
How about fruit trees? Do you
like to sit and read amidst your
garden?
Consider enhancing your yard
with some simple architecture.
How about that arbor mentioned
above? You could have one with a
sitting bench built-in so that when
the flowers around you are in bloom
you can drink it in while sipping
your favorite infusion. Do you enjoy

getting dirt under your fingernails or
would you rather someone do that
for you so you can relax and enjoy?
A raised garden bed would be the
answer. A place for flowers or veggies or herbs of many kinds without
the need for kneeling.
As you rest in your hammock or
lounge, a water feature can bring
beautiful music to your field of
dreams. The water feature can be
wrought with half wine barrels, a
fountain, or a pondless waterfall
and stream.
Have you considered landscape
lighting to extend the hours of enjoyment? Couple this with a fire pit
and some comfy seating and your
evenings become magic.
Whatever your druthers, be sure
to do it with all that is within you
this spring.
I can build or install these items for
you if you would like. If I may be of
assistance my cell phone is 878.5449.
http://sprinklerpros.net State contractor license: C-27 917918. Member
Irrigation Assocation.

THE COTTAGES AT HUMMEL VILLAGE
GR AND OPENING DECOR ATED MODELS!
THE COTTAGES AT
HUMMEL VILLAGE in
Orcutt offer an attractive country
setting, great amenities and
abundant activities. And now with
two distinct communities, you
have the FREEDOM to choose a
lifestyle that works for YOU.
Let us do the work while you have
fun. Live the life you have earned at
Hummel Village.

A E N C  S
L  A +
��������������
Maintenance-Free
Rental Apartments
���������������
������ �������
Low-Maintenance
Condominium Homes

�������������������������
��������������
���������������������

OP Orcutt Pioneer ~ February 25, 2009
Calendar

Special Events
Santa Maria Coin Club Coin and Collectibles
Show on Sat., April 18, 9am to 4pm. Heritage
Church Meeting Hall, 4799 S. Bradley Rd. Free
Admission. 937-1250
2nd Annual Orcutt National Little League
Golf Tournament on April 27th. All proceeds go
towards uniforms, equipment and field repairs
for the kids in league. For information on participating, call 310-8900.
Monthly or Weekly Events
American Legion Post 534 Breakfast 8-11am on
the first Sunday of each month. Public invited.
145 W. Clark Ave.
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior
Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second
Saturday of each month
8 – 10 am:. Adults
$5.00, Children under 10: $3.00
ARK Tennis Lessons for third through eighth
graders. Info: Coach Patrick Ortiz 934-9911.
BOOK SALE Orcutt Library, Clark & Bradley,
on first Saturday of each month. Everything
$1 each. Sponsored by Friends of the Orcutt
Library.
Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daughters
Of The American Revolution meeting on the
second Saturday of each month, 10:30am. Info:
934-4438
Central City Chordsmen practice from 7:00pm
to 9:30pm every Tuesday at the Lutheran Church
of Our Savior, corner of Bradley and Patterson.
Everyone is invited to come and listen and male
singers to participate. Info: 934-0399.
Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs Knollwood
Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley. Systems
“SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG”
at 6 PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third
Tuesday of each month. Visitors are welcome.
Info: 937-2374

Compassionate Friends is a self-help group
for bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings.
Meets on the third Tuesday of each month,
7-8:30pm. Church of Christ 795 E. Foster Rd.
Info: 922-5222
Four-Part Barbershop Harmony for Women
who love to sing. For additional information,
call 805-736-7572. We love to sing for special
occasions. Rehearsals on Thursday nights,
6:45PM, Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 4725
S. Bradley Rd..
Healing Grief Class, an 8 week support class
for the newly bereaved held 5 times a year (Tues
10:00 to 12:00 at Marian Residence) and a Grief
Recovery Support Group every Tues. 3:00 to
4:30 at Marian West, 505 E. Plaza Drive in Santa
Maria. Info on either group: Marian Hospice at
739-3830
Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt Camping, hiking, lots of outdoor activities. Family
oriented pack. Siblings are invited! Join the fun
of the most exciting Cub Scout pack around.
Contact Cubmaster Darrel Parker at 934-7931or
Fred Carbone for more information e-mail:
drfredcarbone@cs.com Check out Pack 93’s Website http://lospadrespack93.tripod.com/
50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. Louis
de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, Second
Thursday of each month 11:30am for community
news and potluck lunch. Info: 937-3119.
Live Music at The Loading Dock every Friday
night, 315 S. Broadway, Old Orcutt. Info: 9343471
Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny
Hills Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E.
Clark, Orcutt on the second Thursday of each
month 4:30pm. Info: 934-1142.
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” is open to
the public and sells recycled building materials
from construction sites and business donations.
Doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and
lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) are

����
���������
���������
�������������
������������������������
��������������������
�����������
��������������������������������
������������

���������������������������
������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������

25% OFF
with this ad!

���������������
�������������������������
������������������������������������������

10
sold at 50% or less of retail. Habitat for Humanity also accept donations. Located at 2053 Preisker
Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Hours are Tuesdays 10
AM to 1 PM, Fridays, 10AM to 4PM (Sue-hope I
got it right!:)) and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of
each month from 10 AM to 1 PM.
Hearthstone Educators is an independent
Christian support group that offers enrichment
activities for homeschooling families in the Santa
Maria area. Contact group leader Cheryl Kliewer
at 937-7099 for information.
Heritage Church 4799 S. Bradley Rd. 934-2635
CONNECTIONS-every Wednesday except 5th
Wednesday of the month: Delicious Dinner at
6pm (first time free...then $3 pp) followed by
Bible Study for all ages. All are welcome. Out
by 8pm.
Job’s Daughters is an organization for young
women ages 10 - 20 that teaches leadership,
self-confidence, fundraising and philanthropic
activities, friendship and respect for people and
cultures and has over 20,000 members in the USA;
Canada; Australia; the Philippines and Brazil.
For a girl to qualify, she must have a Masonic
relationship. Assistance is offered to identify
the Masonic relationship. Info: Pat Cuthbertson,
Bethel Guardian, at 937-0838.
Ladies of American Legion Auxiliary meeting,
Post 534 on the third Wednesday of each month
in Old Orcutt at the Post.
LA LECHE LEAGUE SANTA MARIA offers
pregnant and nursing moms free breastfeeding support and information. For meeting
information please call: 734-9895(Shannon) or
938-0789(Jennifer).
Los Padres Artist Guild Meeting, OASIS Senior
Center, 420 E. Soares, Old Orcutt on the second
Friday of each month at 7:30 pm. Info: 937-9750.
Everyone welcome.
MOPS (Mothers Of Preschoolers) meets every
2nd and 4th Monday @ 6:30pm at Pacific Christian
Center, 3435 Santa Maria Way. If you have a child
from infancy-kindergarten, join us for fun, food,

crafts, speakers and more. Childcare is provided.
Info: 934-3491 or www.pacificchristian.net.
The Natural History Museum of Santa Maria
presents LIVE! At the Museum on the first
Saturday of every month. Live family oriented
program which feature animals and plants of
interest to our community. NatureBabies story
time is held on the last Friday of each month,
a Museum docent presents an preschool story
time which includes a free book to each attending child.
Natural History Museum Santa Maria 412
South McClelland, Santa Maria. 614-0806 Hours:
Wed and Friday Noon-3PM Saturday 11-4PM
Free Admission. Donations gratefully accepted.
The Museum offers free school tours.
NEWCOMER’S CLUB OF SANTA MARIA
VALLEY: Lunch second Wednesday at various
locations, coffee fourth Wednesday 10am, lots
more activities JOYCE 349-8976
MOMS Club of Orcutt is dedicated to supporting stay-at-home and part-time working moms
who are looking for exciting and fun things to do
with their small children. Info: 925-0867
Oasis General Grievers Support Group meets
Wednesdays from 2pm to 3:30pm, starting Sept.
3rd, 2008, at 420 Soares Ave. All grievers are welcome and encouraged to join, there is no charge.
There will be qualified and knowledgeable grief
counselors leading the group. Info: 937-9750.
Good Grief, is still meeting at Luis Oasis Senior
Center , at 420 Soares Ave. , Old Orcutt, CA.
“Good Grief” meets on Thursday, from 1:30pm
to 3pm. This group is more suitable for people
who are not newly bereaved. Through sharing
stories and laughter, and sometimes tears, we try
to help you put your life back together after the
loss of your spouse.
Orcutt Area Advisory Group. Mid-State Bank
and Trust, 1110 East Clark Avenue on the fourth
Monday of each month at 7:30 pm Guests are
always welcome. Info: 937-1861
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Comcast Digital
Voice coming
soon to Orcutt!
Two Plans to choose from:
Comcast Unlimited®

Local with More

TM

Per month

• Unlimited, nationwide calling to
US, Canada, and Puerto Rico

Per month

• Unlimited, local calling in a bigger
coverage area than Verizon

Plus, both plans include 12 popular calling features like Caller ID, Call Waiting,
3-way Calling, Call Forwarding, and more! Call now to set up your installation
appointment.

1-800-521-3035

|

www.comcast.com

Only available in wired and serviceable areas in participating Comcast systems. Service subject to Comcast standard terms and conditions. Equipment and installation charges, taxes, the Regulatory Recovery Fee, or other applicable charges (e.g., international calling or per-call charges) extra.
$29.95 activation fee applies to Comcast Digital Voice. Unlimited package pricing applies only to direct-dialed calls from home to locations in the U.S., Canada and certain U.S. territories. No separate long distance carrier connection available. Comcast Digital Voice service (including 911/emergency services) may not function during an extended power outage. Certain customer premises equipment may not be compatible with Comcast Digital Voice services. EMTA required ($3.00/month from Comcast). Call for restrictions and complete details. ©2009 Comcast. All rights reserved.
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MARY ANN WRIGHT
“Bringing People Home Since 1977”

805-331-0995 | www.maryannwright.com | maryann@93455.com
“Let My 30 Years Experience Work For You”
Impressive Quality Custom Home!
Built By Fred Krueger. Elegant Entry. Three Bedrooms & 3 1/2 Baths. Gourmet Kitchen Has
Granite Counters, Breakfast Nook, Walk-In Pantry And Adler Wood Cabinets. Media Room Has
Wet Bar, Beverage Chiller, Balcony w/ Speakers.
Master Is On Ground Level And Offers Lighted
Tray Ceiling, Coffee Bar And Two Walk-In Closets. Price Reduced To $997,900. $895,000
#151238 $140,000

#150720 $207,900

#150491
$180,655
Orcutt Condo

#150440
$259,900
5 Beds
2 Masters
Move in
Ready

#151298
$170,001
Short Sale
R-2 Lot

Century 21 Advantage

336 E. Betteravia Rd.

Santa Maria, CA. 93454

Orcutt Pioneer
Charlene Miller
Broker
805.478.8842

Sunday Services
Bible School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:15 AM

204 Patterson Rd.
Orcutt, CA 93455
805.937.1641
www.OrcuttChristian.Org
w6alm@Verizon.Net
Pastor: Dr. Archie Miller

Archie Miller
Realtor®
805.478.8841

For the Best in

Property
Management
“There’s No Place Like Home”
555 East Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt
Office 805.934.3515
Fax: 805.938.5885
Cell: 805.478.8870
eMail: Home_pm@Verizon.net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com

Direct Mailed to all 15,000 Orcutt
Households & Businesses Monthly!
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