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Home of HUGE portions and GREAT service!!!

Ricky's House of Pizza

938-11264869 S. Bradley Rd. #106
Fresh & Easy Shopping Ctr.

Featured Special!
Mondays & Tuesdays Only

$10.25 1 topping large pizza, 
Eat in or take out! ($11.50 if delivered) 

No Coupon Needed!

Fifty years ago, the year was 1961.  Jack 
Kennedy was president, Alan Shepard was the 
first American in space, Roger Maris hit sixty-one 
home runs, and Orcutt held its first Christmas 
parade.  Over the years many things have 
changed, but on the second Saturday of December 
at noon, the Old Town Orcutt Christmas Parade 
remains a tradition.

Facilitated by the Orcutt Lions Club, this 
year’s fiftieth anniversary parade was a 
smashing success.  

“You may have heard the expression that it 
takes a village to raise a child,” said the Lions, 
“In Orcutt, it takes a town to have a parade.”

With sixty-eight entries, our town was out 
in full-force to support its annual celebration.  
Marching bands from Righetti High School, 
Pioneer Valley, and Orcutt Union School 
District always get the crowds excited with 
their upbeat renditions of Christmas classics, 
while classic cars proudly roll down Clark 
Avenue.  

Entries from Rocketeer Roller Derby and Cal 
State Roller Derby added a little flash and fun 
to the festivities, dozens of uniformed boys 
and girls in Santa hats and reindeer antlers 
from local Boy and Girl Scout troops tossed 

and hearings, discussions, and processes 
with the County,” she continues, “Eventually 
a Memorandum of Agreement between the 
County and the OAAG was signed addressing 
many of our concerns.”

The group continues to attend meetings, 
hearings, and discussions related to Orcutt 
issues and has always supported the 
preservation of the historical character of 
Old Town Orcutt.  They have maintained 
their dedication to following the Orcutt 
Community Plan and work to ensure that 
development in the area is done responsibly.

“One of our big achievements,” shares 
Weston Larson, “was to get the Orcutt 
Community Park built by the developer 
before the homes in the Rice Ranch 
development were even built.  It’s a great 
place not just for residents of Rice Ranch, but 
for the whole community.”

The group is currently involved in, among 

for citizens to get involved when the County 
decided to update its General Plan.

According to Weston Larson, a General Plan 
was to be created for each region, rather than 
the County as a whole (as was previously 
done), which led to a more specific plan that 
we know today as the Orcutt Community 
Plan.

“The original Orcutt Community Plan 
was defective,” says Weston Larson, “It 
allowed for tremendous residential growth 
without addressing the necessary resources 
and infrastructure.  The Laguna Sanitation 
District’s sewer capacity had reached its limit.  
The groundwater basin was overdrafted.  The 
County was financially unable to accept the 
maintenance of any new parks or open spaces 
and the standards for the protection of open 
spaces, riparian corridors, and native habitats 
were very loosely defined.”

“OAAG participated in public meetings 

The Orcutt Area Advisory Group formed 
in October of 1979 as a non-profit group 
dedicated to giving local residents a voice in 
the development of their community.  As an 
entirely volunteer organization, the OAAG 
supports orderly, well-planned development 
in the Orcutt area by providing information 
to its members and to the general public 
on Santa Barbara County land use area 
issues, planning, and development specific 
to Orcutt.

We encourage involvement in the planning 
process,” says OAAG president Jennifer 
Weston Larson, “Our main concerns are 
retaining Orcutt’s semi-rural character, 
protecting agricultural and natural resources, 
and including open space and recreation.”

Olga Howard, one of the founding members 
of the Orcutt Area Advisory Group, was 
concerned with the development of Orcutt 
in the late seventies and saw an opportunity 

Orcutt Christmas Parade Celebrates 50 Years of Tradition

Orcutt Area Advisory Group Serves to Monitor Development 

candy canes to the kids, and even the local 
government came out for a spin around town.

Local businesses Old Town Quilt Shop, 
Patricio’s Pizzeria, Orcutt Brewing Company, 
and Old Orcutt Barbers all had cars, trucks, 
and floats in this year’s parade along with 
dozens of other local favorites.

One of the biggest rounds of applause of 
the day went to Grand Marshal Bill Massa and 
his friends Jim Forester, Bob Clevenger, Bob 
Garrett, Bobby Hughes, and John Shuffield 
as they represented Orcutt’s rich oil heritage.

When Santa, atop a shining firetruck, made 
his way down the street, waving, smiling, 
and ho-ho-ho-ing, it signaled the end of the 
parade, but not the end of the fun.  This year 
parade goers were offered a few extra treats 
like cookies from Kay’s Country Kitchen, a 
free ice cream tasting from Doc Burnstein’s, 
a bounce house at Sisters Gift & Home, BBQ 
pork from Zoe’s Hawaiian BBQ, and an encore 
performance by the Basin Street Regulars.

Until next year, Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah and Seasons Greetings!

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
Note: See page 6 for official list of Winners! 

Ed.

other things, water issues that pertain to our 
area.  Member Don Ward has researched 
the issue and participated in several public 
hearings on the subject, which is not unusual 
as members often study Environmental 
Impact Reports and other County documents.

Weston Larson herself joined OAAG 
following her retirement from the City of 
Lompoc after twenty three years because 
she wanted to take a more active role in the 
community.

“I wanted to get more involved in 
community things,” she shares, “I feel this 
is important work.”

OAAG meetings are held the fourth Friday 
of every month at 7pm in the Rabobank 
conference room.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e m a i l 
jenwestonlars@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Roller Derby team accompanies the Grinch in Orcutt's 50th Christmas parade. 

Need Extra Money?

Robert 928-9944
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 Thank You for Shopping Locally

 Extended Holiday Hours:
 Sunday, Dec. 18 11:00-5:00
 Monday, Dec. 19 10:00-6:00
 Tuesday, Dec. 20 10:00-6:00

 Wednesday, Dec. 21 10:00-6:00
 Thursday, Dec. 22 10:00-6:00

 Friday, Dec. 23 10:00-6:00
 Saturday Dec. 24 9:00-4:00

 Sunday  Merry Christmas  (closed)
 Monday Dec. 26  Holiday Sale  10-5:30

Dr. David Hensiek
Chiropractor

235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
(805) 937-2015 • Fax (805) 937-2016

Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured

937-7817937-7817

COASTAL TREE SERVICECOASTAL TREE SERVICE
“We go out on a limb for you.” ®SM

Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

Since 1986

(805) 598-0517
“M.E.K. IT NOT A PROBLEM
PLUMBING IS MY KRIER”

LIC#841548
REPAIR • REMODEL • NEW CONSTRUCTION

MATT E. KRIER 
PLUMBING

Hydro-Jetting
Sewer Camera

& Digital Pipe Locator
Hydro-Static Leak Detection 

& Stethoscope
Apex Water & Polyethylene

Gas Certified 
20 Years Experience

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL0901016

Fa, la, la, la, la, 
la, la, la, la.

‘Tis the season to be jolly.

Wishing you a safe and joyous  
holiday. Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.® 

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0634487

1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA  93455

Bus: 805-937-7275

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0634487

1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA  93455

Bus: 805-937-7275

427-A W. Betteravia Rd.
Lic.# 947843

Carpet • Vinyl • Custom Stair Work

928-0900

Hardwood

YOUR
AD

HERE
CALL

714-6584btbinsurance.com • License #0D35066
2560 Professional Parkway • Santa Maria

805-347-4700 Phone • 800-727-5918 Toll Free

50% Off The First 2 Months!*

See back for details.

3040 Skyway Drive • Santa Maria, CA 93455

805-922-2322

Doc Burnstein’s Comes to Orcutt

 VICTORIAN STAINED 
 GLASS WORKS

 Unique Gifts for the Holidays
 Gift Certificates • Holiday Decorations 
 Design/Build Stained Glass Windows

 www.stainedglassworks.biz
 125 W Clark Ste 105 ~ 937-8234

I scream, you scream, we all scream for Doc 
Burnstein’s ice cream!

Anyone who has ever been to the village 
of Arroyo Grande knows that you can’t pass 
through without stopping at Doc Burnstein’s 
Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor and Lab.  
Doc’s has been a landmark since 2003 and 
now Old Orcutt is lucky enough to be getting 
their own slice of the pie… or scoop of the 
ice cream.

“After an attempt to open a new location in 
the Santa Maria mall fell through, an Orcutt 
realtor familiar with us insisted I check out the 
Orcutt Union Plaza,” owner Greg Steinberger 
says of how he decided on Orcutt, “We were 
so impressed with the great feel of Old Town 
Orcutt as well as the OUP development, we 
immediatley felt it would be a great fit for 
our old-fashioned ice cream parlour and 
community-minded business model.  The 
more I get to know Orcutt, the more I am 
loving the spirit of this town.”

In keeping with the Doc Burnstein’s 
atmosphere that central coast residents have 
fallen for, the new location will have the 

same old-fashioned ice cream parlour feel as 
the original.

“Although the building won’t be over a 
hundred years old, as in Arroyo Grande,” says 
Steinberger, “the parlor will have tin ceilings, 
woodwork details, and the signature model 
train circling overhead.”

There will also be a room designated for 
birthday parties and group gatherings, as 
well as a high-end espresso and coffee service.

For those unfamiliar with Doc Burnstein’s, a 
glance at their menu might give you a clue to 
what you’re in for.  Alongside traditional ice 
cream flavors like vanilla and chocolate chip 
sit tubs of Motor Oil and Merlot Respberry 
Truffle.  You can order an Elvis Special, a Nutty 
Professor, or a Wabash Canonball.  Feeling 
seasonal?  How about a scoop of Pumpkin 
Pie, Eggnog, or Apple Caramel Swirl.

Doc’s hand-crafted, quality ice cream 
earned five gold medals at the Los Angeles 
International Dairy Competition and has 
been named Best Ice Cream in SLO County.

But Greg and his team aren’t about to let 
their many accolades go to their heads.  Doc 

Burnstein’s is a community business and 
proud of it.  They hold annual scholarship 
days, donate ten percent of their profits to 
local public schools and non-profits that 
focus on education, and support community 
events.

Of course, the kids might be more interested 
in the birthday parties, Ice Cream Lab Shows 
(where the audience creates their own unique 
flavor), and the Annual Ice Cream Olympic 
Games.

“I have the best job in the world,” says 
Steinberger, “I bring happiness to people.  
I am delighted at the response people have 
to my business in general.  I feel like Willy 
Wonka at times.”

So how much longer do we have to wait to 
experience the magic of Doc Burnstein’s in 
Old Town Orcutt?  A tentative opening date 
has been set for early January, with a grand 
opening celebration to follow, and a very 
special record-breaking event this spring.

Visit www.docburnsteins.com to find out 
more.

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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The Lions are an “international 
network of 1.3 million men and women 
in 205 countries and geographic areas 
who work together to answer the needs 
that challenge communities around the 
world.”

The Orcutt Lions Club answers many 
needs in our community including 
hosting a student speaker scholarship 
contest, organizing the Orcutt Christmas 
Parade, and supporting Kids Day in 
the Park, the Orcutt Academy Choir, 
Tsunami and Tornado Relief Funds, and 
Meals on Wheels.

Four year ago the Orcutt Lions were 
visited by Meichelle Arntz, founder of 
Angels Foster Care of Santa Barbara, 
which sparked an instant relationship 
between the two and added one more 
worthy organization to their list.

“If you listen to Meichelle’s story,” 
said Lion Lydia Magdaleno at a special 
presentation dinner for Angels Foster 
Care on December 7th, “you’ll know 
why we are so passionate about her 
program.”

Meichelle’s story starts long before 
Angels, when she worked as a CASA 
volunteer.  During that time she was 
assigned to brothers who were moved 
seven times within one year.  When the 

It’s All For the Babies at Lions Club Angels Foster Care Dinner

 CUSTOM  SHUTTERS

 Brockelhurst Installation Service  CA Lic. #623644

 Solid Wood / Polyclad Wood

 (805) 937-8007

 BIS
 Your Local Discount Shutter Source

 From

Auto
Professionals

Call Today! (805) 937-8181
3415 Orcutt Road, Santa Maria CA 93455

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC FULL SERVICE REPAIR SHOP
Specializing in Smog Inspections & Complete Computer Diagnostics

Show Your Card & Save

FREESHUTTLESERVICE

Valuable Coupons • Clip & $ave
SMOG CHECK

BRAKE 
INSPECTION

(plus $8.25 certificate)
Most Cars & Lt. Trucks

Vehicles 1995 and 
Older $10 Extra

Call for Appointment

$2500*

Includes Inspections Of 
Hydraulic Systems, 

Linings, Rotors, Drums, 
And A Road Test. 

Most Cars 
And Light Trucks.

By Appointment Only 
Between 8am & 11:30am.

* Offers Expire Jan. 31, 2012 • Not Valid With Any Other Discounts Or Offers

or FREE

boys weren’t in foster homes they were 
in a shelter, where she would visit them 
and get them ready for bed whenever 
she could.

“They weren’t getting the holding that 
they needed,” she shared, “By the end 
of the year they were showing signs of 
attachment disorder.  It’s an important 
skill to be able to bond and attach and 
we have a huge problem with this here 
in Santa Barbara County.”

Meichelle decided that something had 
to be done and went to visit the Angels 
Foster Family Network of San Diego.  She 
thought their business model was just 

(805) 937-4556

Securities and advisory services offered through National Planning Corporation (NPC), Member FINRA/SIPC, 
A Registered Investment Advisor. Woodland Leishman & Associates and NPC are separate and unrelated companies. 

Ready to make a difference in your quality of life.

 Aloha Family Chiropractic

 Fred Carbone, DC

 4850 S. Bradley Road, Suite A-1, Orcutt, CA 93455
 934-5757  Call today for 

 an appointment.

 GET HEALTHY FOR THE NEW YEAR

 $27.00
 Includes New Patient Exam, Computerized 

 Spinal Analysis, Full Spine X-rays, 
 And Doctor’s Report Of Findings.

 Expires 1-20-2012

 $217 
 Value!

Dr. Pinhkeo Southaphanh, OD

415 East Ocean Ave., Ste. B, Lompoc (805) 819-0742

Holiday Sale…Limited Time Only
EYEGLASSES FOR $39.00*
*Exclusions apply. Please call our office

or visit our website at www.clearvisionlompoc.com

what was needed here and 
founded Angels Foster Care 
of Santa Barbara in 2006.

“We ’ re  a l l  p r iva te ly 
funded,” said Meichelle, 
“We get no federal or state 
funding.  We basically 
started with no money and 
no resources.”

She came to the Orcutt 
Lions to ask them if they 
would spread the word 
because they were always 
in need of foster families.

“They said,  ‘We can 
spread the word for you, 
but we’re also concerned 
your families might not 
have what they need and we 
want to help you with that.”

And that marked the birth 
of the Lets Get Me Home 
kit.  Meichelle explained 
that families often have very 
little notice that they will be 

receiving a baby and never know if it will 
be a boy or girl or what age it will be.

The kits, which include car seats, 
bottles, blankets, clothes, diapers, and 
formula allow families to enjoy the 
first few days with their new baby 
and focus on bonding and adjusting 
without having to worry about gathering 
necessities.

During this months’ special dinner, the 
Orcutt Lion’s Clubhouse was filled with 
tables that were piled high with supplies 
for Angels Foster Care.

“It seems to simple to just say thank 

you,” Meichelle told the Lions, “But 
thank you.”

In addition to receiving mountains of 
colorful baby supplies, Angels Foster Care 
also had another reason to celebrate.

“We just placed our one hundredth 
baby,” Meichelle proudly shared.

And, in fact, one hundred and two 
babies have now been placed in loving 
homes throughout Santa Barbara County.

“Our babies don’t get moved,” she 
explained, “They are placed in one, stable 
family.  And families can only have one 
baby or sibling set at a time.”

Parents go through extensive training 
and education before they are able to 
welcome a little one into their home.  
Sixty-five percent of the infants and 
toddlers placed by Angels Foster care end 
up being adopted by their foster parents 
and another twenty percent are able to 
be placed back with their families.  For 
Meichelle and her team of dedicated 
individuals that spells success because 
they have been able to give an otherwise 
neglected child a chance to live a happy 
and healthy life where they are loved 
and cared for.

To find out more about Angels Foster 
Care, visit www.angelssb.com

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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 Think it’s time 
we talk?? 

On behalf of our school district, I 
would like to wish everyone in the 
Orcutt community a happy holiday 
season!  Continuing our look at schools 
around the district, we profile Alice 
Shaw School this month.

On any given day, well over 700 
children are busily learning at Alice 
Shaw School.  The campus on the 
corner of Hillview Road and Dahlia 
Place not only has 21 general education 
classes in grades K-6, it also houses the 
district’s Independent Study program, 
a district Special Education class, and 
two county Special Education classes.  

“This is an active school, with people 
coming and going all the time,” says 
Office Manager Natalie Ortega, a 
district veteran who is in her first year at 
Alice Shaw.  “But there’s a lot of warmth 
here.  There’s a lot of spirit and a lot of 
support for the kids.”

This year, educators at Alice Shaw are 
focusing on their academic intervention 

program.  Under the leadership of new 
Principal Dr. J.J. Francoisse and with 
assistance from the district, the school 
has put in place interventions that 
support students at all learning levels.

“The idea is to identify what each 
student needs, and provide what will 
fill in the gaps,” says Francoisse.  “We’re 
trying to be very targeted.  One size does 
not fit all.”

In grades K-3, the school has continued 
an intervention program that provides 
additional instruction on a pull-out 
basis for students in need of help in 
reading and math.

In  g rades  4 -6 ,  the  s chool  i s 
implementing Compass Learning, 
an online program that provides 
individualized instruction and practice 
in reading, language arts, and math.  
Students participate in Compass 
Learning in the computer lab before, 
during, and after school.

“The kids are really excited about 

Compass Learning,” Anne Rigali, Alice 
Shaw’s resource specialist, says of the 
self-paced program being implemented 
at several sites in the district.  “It’s 
personalized, so you’re going in at 
your baseline.  The only person you’re 
competing with is the kid in the mirror.”

As of this writing, 124 students of 
varying levels of performance are 
participating in Alice Shaw’s intervention 
offerings.  In February, Francoisse and 
the teachers will assess the students’ 
progress and discuss adding and 
removing students from the list.

“It’s a strong staff, and student learning 
has been a rallying point for everyone,” 
says Francoisse.

Alice Shaw has been full of activity in 
many other respects.  

In the arts, students have enjoyed 
theater lessons provided by the Orcutt 
Children’s Arts Foundation, and a 
number of students have been part of 
Band and Strings lessons.  The school 

Student Learning the Focus at 
Busy Alice Shaw School
Bob Bush, Superintendent
Orcutt Union School District

Orcutt Schools Update fielded a flag football team in the after-
school league organized by the Boys 
& Girls Club.  The PTA also has been 
busy, its annual Halloween Carnival 
exceeding all goals for turnout and 
fund-raising.

All the while, Francoisse has been 
getting to know his school and 
students.  A memorable moment 
occurred in mid-November, during his 
sixth graders’ trip to Outdoor School 
at Rancho Alegre near Lake Cachuma.  
Francoisse accompanied students on 
the camp’s Waterfall Hike.

“After that hike, I now can say I’m 
one of the few principals to be part of 
the Polar Bear Club,” he boasts.  “To 
get in the club, you have to stand with 
your head under the waterfall for 10 
seconds.  I did it along with 11 sixth 
graders.  Now we share a common 
bond.”

Superintendent Bob Bush can be 
contacted by e-mail at rbush@orcutt-
schools.net or by phone at 938-8900.

 Amanda Clark

 Costume Designer, Stitcher 
 and Wardrobe
 Seamstress

 563-343-0294
 amanda.ann.clark@gmail.com
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 805-937-6767
 Corner of  Pacific and Union in Old Orcutt 

 Open Daily Noon - 5:00 PM

 BELLA’S CONSIGNMENTS
 Your Hometown Consignment Store!
 Furniture • Jewelry • Gifts • Contemporary to Antique

 Choose the Central Coast’s 
 Oldest & Largest  Liquidation Company!

 BBB Rated • Insured 
 Bonded • Appraisers on Staff

 Free, No Obligation Assessment

 HERITAGE HOUSE SALES
 Your Hometown Estate Sale Specialist

 805-937-3855  heritagehousesales.com

Local Author Follows Path in The Indian’s Daughter
KC Garrett, an attorney in the US Department 

of Justice, is the daughter of Sam Blackhawk, a 
full blood American Indian about to become head 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  KC witnesses 
the Secretary of the Interior – and leading 
presidential candidate – Valerie Beckman 
nominate Sam, a glorious moment that caps 
his four-decade career at BIA.  But forty-eight 
hours later, Sam Blackhawk’s Camaro is fished 
out of the Potomac River.  The DC Park Police 
are calling it an accident, but KC is certain it is 
murder.  She turns for help to her former fiance, 
FBI Special Agent Tony DeMarco.  Their efforts 
to find her father’s killer catapult KC and Tony 
into a vortex of politics and murder that reaches 
into the highest echelons of government.  The 

chase is on, from DC to Florida, to Bermuda, 
to France, to the Lake Ponsiteau Reservation in 
the Idaho Panhandle, and finally to Montreal.  
The closer they get to the truth, the more people 
die, and KC Garrett finds herself in the killer’s 
crosshairs.

Local author Patti Dickinson is no stranger 
to a good story.  In 1999 she brought us 
the real life adventure of Jerry VanMeter, a 
cowboy on a cross-coutry ride to help his 
grandfather win a bet with a movie star, in 
Hollywood the Hard Way.  In 2009 she shared 
with readers the astonishing life of Tommy 
Thompson, a Cherokee Indian football coach 
who changed the lives of countless young 

men by giving them a mentor, in Coach 
Tommy Thompson and the Boys of Sequoyah.

In her latest work she has moved 
from faithful retellings of true stories, 
to a fictionalized 
account of real life 
events  currently 
a f f e c t i n g  t h e 
Native American 
community.  She 
has traded in her 
dusty trai ls  and 
male heroes for a 
leading lady of her 
own creation in The 
Indian’s Daughter.

“I always write 
a b o u t  s t r o n g 
w o m e n , ”  s a y s 
Dickinson, “KC is 
half Indian, but was 
born in Washington 
DC so she’s Indian 
more in the abstract.  
The underlying story 
is that she never 
understood what it 
meant to be Indian.  But in her quest [to find 
out who murdered her father], she discovers 
that and reconciles that.”

After painstakingly detailing the account 
of Jerry VanMeter and Tommy Thompson, 
bringing KC to life was an interesting change 
of pace.

“This book was inspired by actual events, 
but fictionalized,” she explains, “I got to 
make up my own story of what happened to 
money that went missing from Individual 
Indian Accounts.”

“It was more fun, but just as hard to 
write,” she continues, “You can make things 
happen however you want, you can make up 
your own wow moments.  The prospect is 
definitely a lot more fun because characters 
develop personalities.  You can accuse me 
of being a little bit crazy because I live in a 
make believe world and I think they’re real!”

In addition to her interest in the case of 
the missing money, Dickinson also harbors 
a lifelong interest in American Indian culture.

“It has never waned,” she shares, “My life 
has trule been enriched by men and women 
from various tribes and I call them all friends.  

In fact I’m still friends with all of the boys 
from Coach Tommy.”

“My grandfather was half Cherokee,” she 
says, “When I heard the story [about the 

Individual Indian 
Accounts] I was so 
incensed that they 
could lose all that 
money especially 
after the history 
o f  g ove r n m e n t 
treatment.”

Dickinson may 
have set KC Garrett 
hot on the trail 
o f  d i s c o v e r i n g 
where these funds 
disappeared to, but 
in real life a federal 
judge  approved 
a  $ 3 . 4  b i l l i o n 
settlement last June 
to replace money 
that had vanished 
from tribes trusts 
after a fifteen year 

battle.
The fact that this issue was resolved as 

The Indian’s Daughter was being released 
was serendipity.  The idea came to her years 
ago, before either of her previous books.  
As she told OP in 2009, she set out on a 
mission to learn to write and after one year 
she decided that it was time to start her story 
and so signed up for a writer’s conference 
in Montana.

But as fate would have it, the story of Jerry 
Van Meter sent her down a different path, 
followed by the story of Coach Tommy.  
With two touching tales safely on her 
bookshelf, she sat down to read a book by 
another author.

“I read Absolute Power by David Balducci,” 
she shares, “And I said ‘Hot dog, I’ve got 
it!  Now I’m ready to write The Indian’s 
Daughter’.”

And write it she did.  Not only did she 
concoct thrilling twists and turns and 
exciting adventures for KC, Tony, and the 
rest of her characters, but she was able to 
use her own life for inspiration.

continued on page 6
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937-5340
937-6641

ORCUTT

With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

Plus $8.25 for Certificate

$3400100 E. Clark Ave
Orcutt, CA 93455

OIL CHANGES 
AS LOW AS

76 Oil • ask for details

$2400
+tax

Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!
r?r?s? TM?

“The story jumps all over the world,” she 
says, “Well I’ve been all over the world so I 
got to write about places I’ve been.”

Not only has Dickinson traveled the world, 
she has shaken many a world-traveling hand 
as well.

“I held receptions for the distinguished 
lecturers at Cal State University of Fresno 
for about nine years.  I would plan these 
receptions, but I would also entertain them 
socially.”

A wall in her office is covered in black and 
white photographs of her encounters with 
the likes of Bob Woodword, Carl Sagan, and 
Gerald Ford.  She happily tells stories of Ray 
Bradbury showing up to his reception in a 
wrinkled searsucker suit and former Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, Benazir Bhutto, asking 
if she could drive Patti’s Jeep because she 
missed her pink one back home!

With a life like that, it’s no wonder she 
would want to put pen to paper.

“I love writing,” she says, “I write every day.  
It’s about putting what’s in your head and 
in your heart onto paper.  I’m not patient 
in anything else except when it comes to 
writing.  You have to have dedication and 
interest and passion.”

To find out more about Patti Dickinson, 
including where to get a copy of the exciting 
political thriller The Indian’s Daughter, visit 
www.pattianndickinson.org

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Indian’s Daughter

www.anytimefitness.com | 153 E. Clark Ave. (next to Kay’s) | 938-1300

24 Hour Secure Access
1700 Locations throughout the US

Friendly Staff with Outstanding Service
Try Before You Buy

14 Day Free Trial

continued from page 5

The Eagles Central Coast Girls 
G99-U12 team took first place in their 
Coast Soccer League Bracket.  The 
team had an outstanding record of 
10 wins and 2 losses scoring 43 goals 
while only allowing only 7 against. 
They will promote up to the Silver 
Bracket next Fall Season. Coached by 
Rob Cantrell, assisted by Herminio 
Plata, the Eagles G99’s are made up of 
17 players: Kayla Flores, Taylor Maa, 
Julia Pritchard, Clara Lum, Lilly Lopez, 
Karina “KP” Plata, Corby Burresst, 
Alex Palangi, Chelsea Singh, Delaney 
Nolan, Madison Gann, Kimi White, 
Hayley Sadecki, Ryane Cash-Colon, 
Kenze Nguyen, Ashley Von Tillow, 
and Macey Cochran. The team will 
participate in several tournaments over 
the next several months, including the 
OUSL Crusaders Cup.  For info on this 
team please contact Rob Cantrell via 
email at rcantrell70@gmail.com     

Orcutt Cub Scouts Pack 93 ......................................................1st Place Float
Orcutt Union School "No One Left Behind" ....................... 2nd Place Float
Santa Maria Model A Ford Club ....................................1st Place Classic Car
Paradise British Car Club ............................................. 2nd Place Classic Car
Zoe's Hawaiian BBQ .........................................2nd Place Misc. Entertainers
Cub Scout Pack 95 ..............................................1st Place Misc. Entertainers
Girl Scouts Central Coast- Orcutt Troops .... 1st Place Club/Group Walking
Dog Gone Gorgeous Pet Salon ................... 2nd Place Club/Group Walking
Fitness on Horseback ....................................1st Place Mounted Equestrians
4-H Horse Project ........................................2nd Place Mounted Equestrians
Santa Maria Elks Lodge Officers Wagon ...... 1st Place Horse Drawn Vehicle
Righetti High School Warrior Band ................................2nd Place HS Band
Pioneer Valley High School Marching Panther Band ......1st Place HS Band, 
Pioneer Valley High School Marching Panther Band ....... Grand Champion
Righetti High School Thunder Drum line ............. 1ST Place HS Drill Team
 
Our Grand Champions The Pioneer Valley High School Marching Panther 
Band is a first time entrant in the parade.  The award winning Pioneer Valley 
High School Marching Panther Band is comprised of 80 members and is the 
largest band in the school’s history.  The band recently returned from a three 
day tour of southern California.  Their director is Jeff Helms.  
 
Trophies and ribbons will be awarded on January 18th at the Orcutt Lions 
Den.  There will be a BBQ chicken dinner with all the fixings for $8.  Doors 
open at 6:30, Dinner at 7:00, presentations to follow.  Call Kathryn Scott at 
938-9954 for more details. 

Eagles Central 
Coast Soccer 
Girls Take 1st 
Place

Orcutt Lions Announce 50th 
Anniversary Parade Winners



7Orcutt Pioneer ~ December 21, 2011

Calendar
SPECIAL EvEnTS
Orcutt National Little League 2012 Registration 

for the upcoming ONLL season is under way 
next date is January 7 at 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Late 
Registration) in the OJHS Multipurpose room.  
Questions? www.onll.org or ONLLInformation@
gmail.com

MOnThLY Or WEEkLY EvEnTS
Bible Study: Gospel of Matthew followed by 

the Acts of the Apostles. Every Monday, 7:30-
9:00pm. St. Louis de Montfort downstairs Room 
2, Community Center. Contact Trent 937-9625 
for more info.

All-America City Quilters' Guild meets at 165 
W. Clark Ave, on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. Info: 937-3477

American Legion Post 534 Breakfast 8-11am on 
the first Sunday of each month.  Public invited.  
145 W. Clark Ave.

All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior 
Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the 
second Saturday of each month  8 – 10 
am:.  Adults $5.00, Children under 10: $3.00

ARK Tennis Lessons for third through eighth 
graders.  Info: Coach Patrick Ortiz 934-9911.

Art Classes for Kids and Adults weekly at 
the Town Center Gallery, 321 Town Center 
West, near Big 5 in the old Mervyn's Shopping 
Center.349-7303 or 937-2075 .

BIBLE STUDY: Getting to know the Hebrew 
Roots of Christianity. We meet every Saturday at 
Orcutt Presbyterian Church, 10:00 am. to 12:00. 
(933 Patterson Rd.) 

Rooms may vary, please call for location or for 
more information. Marvin 805-878-2431.

BOOK SALE  Orcutt Library, Clark & Bradley, 
on first Saturday of each month. Everything $1 
each. Sponsored by Friends of the Orcutt Library.

Central City Chordsmen invites those who 
would like to sing or would like to learn to 
participate with them.  Call 937-7960 for 
information.

 Crestwood Christian Fellowship welcomes 
all to attend our Sunday service at 9:30 AM. 
We are a non-denominational church with an 
all volunteer staff. We seek to save the lost by 
spreading the Good News of Jesus  AND  take 
care of those in need in our community. 1265 W 
McCoy, 925-7500  

Church of Our Savior, corner of Bradley and 
Patterson.  Everyone is invited to come and listen 
and male singers to participate.   Info:  934-0399. 

Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs Knollwood 
Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley.  Systems 
“SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG” 
at 6 PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Visitors are welcome. 

Compassionate Friends is a self-help group 
for bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings.  
Meets on the third Tuesday of each month, 
7-8:30pm.  Church of Christ 795 E. Foster Rd.  
Info: 922-5222

Cub Scout Pack 91 is always looking for new 
boys between 1st and 5th grade.  Scouting teaches 
young boys about their community, citizenship, 
service to others, and outdoor adventure.  To learn 
more about us visit www.pack91orcutt.org or call 
us at 253-CUBS.

Four-Part Barbershop Harmony for Women 
who love to sing. For additional information, 
call 805-736-7572. We love to sing for special 
occasions. Rehearsals on Thursday nights, 
6:45PM, Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 4725 
S. Bradley Rd..

Friendship Club of Santa Maria Valley meets at 
noon on the second Wednesday of the month at 
local restaurants.  The Club offers opportunities 
for women to participate in varied activities.  
937-6320

Far Western Tavern
899 Guadalupe Street
Guadalupe, CA 93434

(805) 343-2211

Now Featuring 
Banquets and 

Catering 
by Chef Rick!

Book Your Holiday 
Parties Today!

CallTheGriffin_Pioneer.indd   1 11/4/11   11:35:23 AM

Wood sale for Friends of Waller Park. ½ cord $75; full cord 
$125.  934-6148
Needed Roommate. Live-in-aid for nights, can be gone dur-
ing day.  Buy own food.  Furnished bed and bath. No D-No 
S-female, car, cel. Very nice condo in Orcutt.  934-1553.
Magnifier with stand,  Adjustable power with color screen. 
Perfect for vision impaired individuals. Good for reading 
books, newspapers, and mail.  Sell for $500. New was 
over $3000.  805/937-7640.
’05 Harley Sportster stock parts exc cond. Make offer. 
Exhaust & Guards handgrips Belt guard Taillight mirrors 
Trans cover Stays Jump seat David 937-6585
Mens Suede Leather Vest.Roomy large.Tan color.Suede 
front and back with inner lining.Flawless.$40.00 805 
720-2127 cell. 
TUTOR WANTED for 3rd/4th grade math.References. 
934-3862
Childs 6 drawer Captain bed with mattress (70x40). Great 
condition. Light color & heavy pine wood.Asking $75 for bed.
Call 805-938-9144 to leave your information.
Rattan Couch w/ 2 chairs $800.00, Oak Dressers $30/45 
Bookshelves $50, Desk $40, 36/21 inch TV $40/20.00 
OBO (805)570-3828
BAUER DISHES I have 24 different pieces all made in Los 
Angeles and all colors. Make Offer for 1 or all. 9349454
For sale 1 pr Tona Lama boots sz 5 and half price $25.00 
937 9666 
1 pr ladies boots sz five and half Tona Lama Prive $25.00 
937 9666 
2, 1000 Watt Yamaha Speaker $375 + PA,DJ Sound Equip-
ment starting from $20 & Up 805-260-3046
COMPUTER CABINET, 41"Wx5'Hx20"D, locks,with filing 
drawer and more, maple color, great shape, $225.00. 
934-1535
Country and Rock&Roll cassettes.Different Bands and Solo 
Artist.Great shape.$1.00 each.Many to choose from.805 
720-2127 cell. 
Cobra driver, senior shaft; model S9-1. Cost $280. Two 
years old but like new. $100. 937-3582.
Sony wireless head phones. Paid $125, used one time. 
Great buy at $75. 937-3582.
Digital Kodak (DX6490) Easy Share camera with printing 
dock that prints photos. Rarely used, $50. 937-3582.
Navigation system w/all wires $150 obo, jungle baby theme 
set with extras $70 obo. (805)714-1125
GOT MAC? Need help?  Education, troubleshooting, up-
grades. Evening and weekends available. Email james@
jamesjepsen.com or call 805-878-1739.
Changing table/cabinet and convertible crib set. $200. 
Tammy 805 720 4751
36" tube TV. Works great.  $150 OBO. James 805 878 
1739.
Seamstress and alteration services available, can also do 
household crafts.  Amanda 563-343-0294.
Shoelaces tied and untied. Reasonable rates (will work 
for hugs). Grandchildren only. Inquire in grandpa's office. 

Classified
Sell items for free. Free ads can only be accepted 
via email to info@orcuttpioneer.com with "classi-
fied" in the subject line. 25 word limit. Business 
ads only $25/25 words. Mail payments to Orcutt 
Pioneer, PO Box 2545, Orcutt CA 93457.

Growing Grounds Farm Stand open Thursdays 
from 12 pm to 6 pm.  Come and enjoy fresh 
vegetables, flowers and plants.  We are located 
on the corner of Foster Rd and California.  For 
more information call 934-2182.

Healing Grief Class, an 8 week support class 
for the newly bereaved held 5 times a year (Tues 
10:00 to 12:00 at Marian Residence) and a Grief 
Recovery Support Group every Tues. 3:00 to 
4:30 at Marian West, 505 E. Plaza Drive in Santa 
Maria. Info on either group: Marian Hospice at 
739-3830

Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt 
Camping, hiking, lots of outdoor activities. 
Family oriented pack. Siblings are invited! Join 
the fun of the most exciting Cub Scout pack 
around. Contact Cubmaster Darrel Parker at 
934-7931or Fred Carbone for more information 
e-mail: drfredcarbone@cs.com Check out Pack 
93’s Website  http://lospadrespack93.tripod.
com/

50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. 
Louis de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, 
Second Thursday of each month 11:30am for 
community news and potluck lunch.  Info:  
937-3119.

Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny 
Hills Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. 
Clark, Orcutt on the second Wednesday of each 
month 4:00pm.  Info: 934-1142.

Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” is open to 
the public and sells recycled building materials 
from construction sites and business donations.  
Doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, 
and lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly 
new) are sold at 50% or less of retail.    Habitat 
for Humanity also accept donations. Located at 
2053 Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Hours 
are Tuesdays 10 AM to 1 PM, Fridays, 10AM to 
4PM and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each 
month from 10 AM to 1 PM.
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805 938-5577 • 1145 E Clark Ave #D • Orcutt

Thank You For Patiently Waiting For Chung’s Acupuncture Clinic. Our Friendly 
Staff Will Assist You Through Every Step Of Your Recovery.

OUR SPECIALITIES:  Low Back Pain, Neck Pain, Shoulder Pain, Headaches, 
Ankle / Foot Pain, Gastrointestinal Problems, Gynecological Problems, Diabetes, 

Weight Control, Parkinsons, Anxiety/depression,Allergies, Atopy, Sciatica, Scoliosis, 
Smoking & Alcohol Addiction, Hypertension, Bell’s Palsy, Sports Injuries. 

Daham Chung’s
Acupuncture & Herb Clinic

MARY JUN
• California Licensed Acupuncturist

• Licensed Physical Therapist
• Participated 24th Seoul Olympic 

As An Athletic Trainer 
• Over 10 Years Practicing at 
Chung’s Acupuncture Clinic

DR. JULIA SEO
• Doctor Of Oriental Medicine
• California Licensed Acupuncturist 
• Master from The Beijing University 
   Of TCM Which Is Acknowledged 
   As The Leading Oriental Medical 
   University In The World
• Over 10 Years Of Practicing At 
   Daham Acupuncture Clinic

Over 10 Years Of Experience
Loving Care • Personalized Natural Remedies

Good Results • Friendly Staff

Foot and Ankle Center of the Central Coast
Peter C. Fillerup D.P.M.

1145 E. Clark Ave., Ste. A • Santa Maria, CA 93455 • (805) 934-0570

Introducing the Genesis Plus™ Laser,
FDA cleared for treatment of nail fungus.

Dr. Fillerup is the Exclusive Provider on the Central Coast.
A safe, effective treatment for clearing fungus. 

• FDA Cleared
• No Side Effects

• Painless • Exceptional Results
• No Downtime from Your Regular Activities

Call Dr. Fillerup today for a Complimentary Consultation

TREAT YOUR TOES TO A
YEAR ENDING MAKEOVER.

DISCOVER TOENAIL FUNGUS LASER THERAPY

 ANAYA CHIROPRACTIC
 & Sports Injury Center

 Dr. Aaron J. Anaya
 805 925-9299

 338 E. Betteravia Ste. D
 Call for an appointment

 ANAYA DRYWALL

 Ernie Anaya 
 office 805 937-7168 
 cell 805 448-5260

 Call for a free estimate today

 Remodel • Repair 
 New Construction
 Locally licensed 
 for over 30 years
 Honest, Efficient 

 and Clean

 Natural Pain Relief
 Back Pain

 Headaches
 Stress Relief

 Wellness Care
 Corrective Care

805.937.2244 221 S. Broadway Ste. E
Tue-Sat 10-5; Sun 10-3; Closed Mondays

15% OFF
Home Decor

With Ad • Expires 1-31-12

 Orcutt Christian Church

 Dr. Archie Miller, Pastor • 937-1641
 204 Patterson Rd., Orcutt

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Bible School 9:00 AM

 Morning Worship 10:15 AM
 Holy Communion Every Sunday

 BIBLE STUDIES:
 Monday Evening 7:00 PM
 Tuesday Evening 6:00 PM

 Wednesday Afternoon 2:00 PM

DISTRESS SALES
FREE LIST WITH PICTURES

of Bank Foreclosures and Short Sale Properties. 
Visit  www.OrcuttBankDistressSale.com

Keller Williams Realty Coastal Valley


