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Loyal & Beloved Clients:
I’m retiring Dec 31; all of you will be 

missed! I extend my gratitude for 
allowing you to care for your 

precious pups these past 30 years. 
Love, Susan Wright at the Pup Stop.

Tricee Wright
Financial Planner

Investments/Retirement Planning

125 Union Ave #103 
Old Orcutt, CA  93455

Ninth Annual Orcutt Pioneer Fa La La Award Winners
The jolliest time of year is here! 

Santa’s elves are hard at work, the 
sleigh bells are jingling, and Orcutt 
has decked its homes in holiday cheer.  
This December it seems as though 
even more of our residents are sharing 
in the dazzling shimmer of the season, 
and we love it.

The Orcutt Pioneer would like to 
thank our readers who submitted 
addresses of neighbors, family 
members, and friends for the 9th 
Annual Orcutt Fa La La Awards. We had 
room for nine award winners, but we 
are thankful for each and every home 
that dons lights, decks halls, or puffs 
up inflatables. After much discussion 
and a few peppermint-fueled drives 
through Orcutt, our judges are pleased 
to share with you the 2021 Orcutt Fa 
La La Award Winners. 

To get a map, turn to page 7 or 
log onto our Google Map by using 
the URL:  https://tinyurl.com/
orcuttfalala2021 (powered by Google 
Maps). Then grab your loved ones and 
some Peppermint Joe-Joe’s, turn up 
some of Kelly Clarkson’s “Underneath 
the Tree”, and head out to see the 2021 
Orcutt Fa La La Award Winners!

Merry Christmas!
Michael Shaw Reporting Access the map via your mobile device at 

https://tinyurl.com/orcuttfalala2021

continued on page 4

#1- 5223 Arroyo Court—BEST IN SHOW—
“The Clark Griswold Award of Excellence”

Grand Prize Sponsored by Vivid Financial
This year marks the 30th year anniversary of this Orcutt classic 

bringing in the holiday cheer!  Every year we marvel at the golden 
lights that seem to transform this home into a magical gingerbread 
cottage. From the crisscrossed roof to the swagged red and green 
border (of which the owner meticulously hand strung), the house is 
truly a beauty. And while you are here, be sure to visit this dazzling 
cul de sac to see each and every house echoing the cheer ringing 
from this top winner!

#2- 466 Doverlee Drive— SHINING BRIGHT AWARD
Sponsored by Cottage Urgent Care
You may want to put on your sunglasses when checking out 

this home. The house is dripping with dazzling lights. From top 
to bottom, this house boasts thousands of LEDs. At the heart of 
the home is a sweet nativity with a tall star beaming down from a 
tree above. What a view!
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Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year!State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801132

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.  
Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”

Hello,
neighbor!

Donna Randolph Ins Agcy Inc
Donna Randolph, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 0K80844
1650 S. Broadway

Santa Maria, CA  93454
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2021 Winner! Best Insurance Agent

Lic. #937929

NO JOB TOO SMALL

LIABILITY & WORKMAN’S COMP INSURED

ALL Phases of Roofing Including HOT ASPHALT,
TPO, PVC, AND ALL METAL ROOFS!

Family Owned & Operated
email us at jcmelena@verizon.net

Life long parishioners of St Mary’s of the Assumption Church
Owners: Jimmy Melena, Billy Melena, & Victor Sedillios

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

805 937-6200 or 805 928-5299
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS PROUDLY SERVING THE SANTA MARIA VALLEY

FREE

ESTIMATES
R O O F I N G  P A R T N E R S H I P
M E L E N A

4850 S. Bradley Rd.
www.backporchflowers.net

805.938.1965

 Victorian
 Stained Glass

 125 W. Clark
 (805) 937-8234

 2nd Annual Glass 
 Challenge

 Come see and vote on your 
 favorites now thru Dec 31st!

 Artists need your votes!

Zoning Change Would Allow Housing at Drive-In Theater Site

After approval by the Santa Maria 
Planning Commission last month, the 
City Council will have the final say on a 
proposal for a housing development that 
will replace the Hi-Way Drive-In Theater on 
Santa Maria Way.  The Commissioners, on a 
3-1 vote, approved the change in land use 

and zoning designations from commercial 
to residential. 

Peoples Self Help Housing proposes 49 
single family homes at the almost nine-acre 
site.  Residents will help build the homes 
themselves and work to own their home 
through a sweat equity program.  

During the discussion, Commissioners 
struggled with the loss of the sentimental 
business that has served the community 
since the 1950s.  “I struggle with the project.  
I would love to be able to go to the drive-
in again, but times are changing.  I think 
the project is a good fit and good use of 
the property,” commented Commissioner 
Esau Blanco. 

Brothers Bob and Jarret Gran told 
the Commission that the popularity of 
streaming services, the loss of the swap 
meet and rising labor costs are some of 
the factors that have made the theater not 
economically viable.  

The Hi-Way Drive-In Theater has been 
in operation since the late fifties.   The 
nine-acre site has been listed for sale for 
3.3 million dollars. 

The vote was 3-1 with Commissioner 
Tim Seifert opposing.  Commissioner Tom 
Lopez was absent. 

 Steve Southwick reporting
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Has your Pest Company Changed? We have changed as well. 
Kevin Petty and Steve Adkins have joined the 

Story Termite & Pest Control Family. 
Mention this ad for our family discount! 

We don’t have customers, we have friends!

(805) 347-4707

 805.739.8838
 Hablamos Español

 Cont. Lic. #977029

 Of Santa Maria

detarepO dna denwO yllacoL detarepO dna denwO yllacoL 

We’re your local neighborhood experts and are 
proud to be backed by the #1 provider of custom 
window coverings in North America. And we do it 
all for you. We expertly measure your space, install 
beautiful window treatments, and back it up with 
the best warranty in the business so you can sit 
back and relax. 

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

High School District Dedicates Career Education Center

Jack Garvin, board president of the 
Santa Maria Joint Union High School 
District, recently said Superintendent 
Mark Richardson was the guiding force 
behind the $22 million dollar Career 
Technical Educational Center that opened 
last month.  

“His crowning gift to Santa Maria was the 
recently dedicated center,” commented 
Garvin following the untimely death 
of Richardson a few days following 
the dedication. “Without his personal 
commitment and vision, this center would 
not have been developed.”  

Tw o  p r o g r a m s ,  m a c h i n i n g  a n d 
construction, are currently offered to 
256 students.   Concurrent with Hancock 
College courses, machining students 
receive  col lege  credits  and lear n 
SOLIDWORKS plus Mastercam computer 
programs and a survey of machining.   
Students design projects, manually create 
them on mills and lathes then program and 
run the projects. They also receive OSHA 
certification.   

In the construction shop, students are 
exposed to all the 

major trades including plumbing, 
electrical, HVAC, framing and roofing.  
Heavy equipment operation studies 
include utilizing a backhoe, skid steer and 
mini excavator. 

Students are also busy with a variety of 
student projects involving animal pens, 
livestock corrals, a barn and farming land.  

According to District Public Information 
officer Kenny Klein, next year a culinary 

program will  be offered including 
introduction to the hospitality industry, 
sanitation, safety and equipment and 
principles of food.  

Also in 2022, there will be training in the 
diesel industry with local partners Santa 
Maria Truck Center, Quinn CAT and John 
Deere. 

The cost for the Career Technical Center 
and Agricultural farm was $26.2 million, 
paid through C-2004 bond funds, Measure 
H of 2016 and state funding.  

“The campus will have a tremendous 
impact on our students and the Santa 
Maria Valley for generations to come,” 
concludes Klein.

The 25-acre property is located north 
of the Elks Rodeo Grounds and east of 
Highway 101.        

 Steve Southwick reporting  
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OIL CHANGES
   ASK FOR DETAILS   

$3900
Regular Price $49.00

Appointments
805-937-5340

805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COM

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’95 & Older: $89.00 / ’96–’99: $79.00  
Vans & Motor Homes $84.00. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 1/31/22

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS
   PASS OR DON’T PAY   

Old & New Vehicles
   DRIVE-UPS WELCOME   

ORCUTT PIONEER COUPON

Lic. #738011
Heating•A/C•Sheet Metal • Inc.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

805-928-5486 • 155 South Broadway, Orcutt, CA  93455
www.jrbarto.com

2 FOR 1 TASTING
WHEN YOU BRING IN THIS AD

3940 Dominion Rd • Santa Maria CA 93455
(805) 937-8463

Open Thursday – Sunday 11am – 5pm

#4- 4346 Beverly Court- 
KIDS CHOICE AWARD

Award Sponsored by Orcutt 76
The kids voted, and they still say Beverly 

Court is the place to be! This year look 
for the addition of the Phineas and Ferb 
gang--even Perry the Platypus makes an 
appearance. This house has something 
for every Disney fan and Peanuts lover 
out there--Mickey, Oogie Boogie, Charlie 
Brown, and more!  Take a little extra time to 
read the Christmas story and snap a quick 
pic of your favorite characters.

#6-1173 Via Pinta—
CHOO CHOO EXPRESS AWARD

Sponsored by Cups & Crumbs and 
Homestead

The Reindeer Express is back--and 
watch out for the elves as they regularly 
cross to this beautifully illuminated home!  
Saturday evenings from 5:30 to 8:30 PM the 
homeowners set up a fun wagon ride for 
young passersby to enjoy. The lights, train 
detailing, and the meticulous attention to 
detail will be appreciated by all.

#3- 4603 Via Nina— 
CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR AWARD

Sponsored by Cups & Crumbs 
and  Homestead

This is a home where you’ll love to stop, 
jump on out of your car and take a selfie 
in the brilliantly bright, giant ornament. 
While you’re there, say hi to Cousin Eddie 
or Clark Griswold himself--but watch out 
because the you-know-what is full, and 
Clark looks like he took a note from Mr. 
Toad and is wildly driving with his tree on 
top of the family wagon. There is so much 
to see at this spectacular home!

#5- 4113 Mayfield—
THE CORNER ON CHRISTMAS AWARD

Sponsored by Old Town Market
Corner houses often seem to have that 

extra pizzazz at Christmas, and this house 
is no exception. This house’s detail is superb 
with some favorite characters from Frozen 
and Star Wars, and a delightful arched 
walkway for loved ones to enjoy together. 
Also, look for our personal favorite: Santa 
the Air Dancer--he really gets things shakin’ 
for the season.

continued from page 1
Fa La La

continued on page 5
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 COASTAL  TREE SERVICE COASTAL  TREE SERVICE
 “We go out on a limb for you.”  ®SM

 Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
 State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

 Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured  937-7817 937-7817

 Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial
 • Trimming • Chipping  • Stump Grinding

 • Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift  • Land Clearing
 • Homeowner Associations • Property Mgt. Companies

 FREE
 ESTIMATES

 Since 1986

Carpet Cleaning
2 Rooms & Hall

$120 25%OFF
Any Cleaning 

Service

Residential & Commercial Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
Carpet Repair/Stretching • Tile Cleaning

24 Hour Emergency Services

John Gerarden
Owner/Operator

(805) 406-0740
dbest805.com

NOW offering 24 Hour Fast & Friendly  
Service, Heating & AC Service  
& Installation, plus Electrical  
Services for Residential & 
Commercial needs. CALLTODAY

#7- 4609 Royal Oak—
ROCKIN’ AROUND THE CHRISTMAS 
TREE AWARD

Sponsored by Company’s Coming
This is a new take on the rockin’ 

Christmas display. There are two ways 
to enjoy this jingling home: tune your 
radios and watch the lights blink to the 
sounds of your car, or jump out of your 
car and push the button on the front tree 
and watch as the lights flash and move 
to a beat of their own. Be sure to look for 
an electric Santa who mouths the words 
with his bouncing bushy mustache. 

#8-3740 Corta Bella Way—
SANTA CELEBRATION AWARD

Sponsored by Donna Randolph State 
Farm

The residents of this home created the 
jolliest of jigs for Old St. Nick himself! From 
the delightful mural covering the garage, 
the digital Santa dancing on the second 
floor, and the oodles of inflatables filling 
every part of the yard--we felt the Santa 
spirit! You may want to enjoy some milk 
and cookies when checking up on this one, 
and say hi to Clark Griswold who makes a 
cameo here as well!

#9-4718 Tiffany Park Circle—
CHRISTMAS MOVIE AWARD

Sponsored by  Kate Furgeson Loan 
Depot and Hitching Post

This is one you will want to spend some 
time playing a game of “I spy”. Can you find 
“The Nightmare Before Christmas” Gang? 
How about the narwhal from “Elf”? Or 

can you spot the Gremlin from the movie 
of the same name? If you can’t, we’ll air 
our grievances about you at the Festivus 
pole. The more we looked at it, the more 
we loved it!

HONORABLE MENTIONS-
500 Highland—one of the tidiest homes 

of good tidings, featuring a Christmas-
themed lending library!

1555 Heatherwood—Time to jump out 
of the car and take a Santa Selfie down the 
candy cane lane.

817 Patterson Road—a dazzling Nativity 
to remind us of the reason for the season.

634 Mi Tierra Lane—so many custom 
Christmas movie cutouts fill this lawn!

4622 Harmony—The Christmas animals 
abound in this fun display.

4634 Harmony—Lights, lights, and more 
lights! This one really packs them in.

998 Donald Way—All the Whos should 
look out for the Grinch in this themed yard.

1132 Weymouth Court—these dazzling 
trees will make you think about the 
splendor of the season.

948 Countrywood Court—snuggle up by 
this actual working fireplace in this golden 
Christmas classic!

A Complete List of Award Winners and 
Honorees can be found by accessing the 
map on 
https://tinyurl.com/orcuttfalala2021 

Click on each location to read a festive 
comment!

See pages 6 and 7 for Complete List 
of Winners and Honorees organized by 
neighborhood.

continued from page 4  
Fa La La

continued on page 6
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COMPLETE LIST OF WINNERS AND HONOREES ORGANIZED BY NEIGHBORHOOD
387 Drake Drive- A candy cane cottage
560 Fair Oaks Drive- Come aboard the choo-choo express
3684 Les Maisons Drive- A mega-merry snowman--he’s a big boy!
3732 Corta Bella Way- A Very Merry Sith-mas to you and your droids
3740 Corta Bella Way- Santa Celebration Award
3898 Crestmont Drive- Dazzlingly delightful digs
261 Harsin Lane- A sparkling, cozy house for the holidays
126 Shirley Lane- Wee woo! Wee woo! The fire truck announces Christmas!
4113 Mayfield Street- The Corner on Christ mas Award
4198 Woodland Street- A gorgeous roof and display
950 Woodmere Road- A forest of sparkling Christmas trees
1129 Woodmere Road- Santa’s coming in a whirlybird!
1141 Village Drive- Christmas movie fans unite!
4522 Boardwalk Lane- A candy cane pole and Santa--what joy!
1278 Barnette Road- A cute Grinch and Max display
1280 Talmadge Road- A cute set of inflatables
4622 Harmony Lane- A roaring good display at “Santa’s Animal Kingdom”
4634 Harmony Lane- Lots of love for the season here!
4718 Tiffany Park Circle- Christmas Movie Award
4673 Tiffany Park Circle- A slightly spooky reindeer that you’ve gotta see
1555 Heatherwood Lane- A tunnel down the candy cane lane of Christmas
1535 Heatherwood Lane- A 20-foot tall tree of lights? Let’s go!
1578 Solomon View Road- A wintry wiener dog for the win
1173 Via Pinta- Choo Choo Express Award
4600 Via Nina- Warm tidings of Christmas cheer
4603 Via Nina- Christmas Spectacular Award
4909 Royal Oak Road- Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree Award

998 Donald Way- Grinchy garland and walkways for winter
510 Daly Way- A pie tin Christmas tree? Yes, sir!
817 Patterson Road- A classic, impressive nativity
4755 Cherry Avenue- Hey, SOUS (Santa of Unusual Size)!
4745 Crestwood Drive- A darling display of delightful decor
634 Mi Tierra Lane- Beware of this house if you are HOME ALONE!
282 Hobbs Lane- A sparkling sea of sward
4493 Sunview Drive- Merry tidings from this trimmed up spot
4630 Orcutt Road- A Bethlehem skyline rises above a charming nativity
500 Highland Drive- A lending library to spread the Christmas cheer
568 Highland Drive- A beautiful roof and lovely design--we’re here for this!
5223 Arroyo Court- BEST IN SHOW—“The Clark Griswold Award of Excellence”
5405 Del Norte Way- A nighttime nativity of true Christmas joy
350 First Street- Santa IS a hot air balloon? Yes, please!
417 Penelope Lane- Santa is going places in this propeller plane!
760 Doverlee Drive- A Christmas sight to behold!
466 Doverlee Drive- Shining Bright Award
330 Foxenwood Drive- Merry Force-mas to all, and to all a good flight!
1068 Clubhouse Drive- That tree! That Baby Yoda! Divine.
948 Countrywood Court- Golden glimmer of fireplace fun
1251 Foxenwood Drive- Inflatapalooza 2021
4346 Beverly Court- Kids Choice Award
1167 Hastings Court- A cute gingerbread looking house
1132 Weymouth Court- HUGE trees dripping with lights
4447 Nottingham Drive- Inflatables times 50
945 Old Mill Lane- Beam me up, Space Santa!

continued from page 1

2021 Orcutt Fa La La Awards: The Complete List of Awards

Orcutt Remains in 4th District After Census-Required Redistricting 
After six months of community input and 

three years since the passage of Measure G, the 
Santa Barbara County Citizens Independent 
Redistricting Commission met for nine hours 
Saturday, December 4 to finalize the huge task 
of choosing the map of the five voting districts 
in Santa Barbara County. Commission Chair 
Glenn Morris commented on the “above and 
beyond” efforts of the 11 commissioners and 
the public while adding clarity and emphasis 
by saying, “the task of the commission is to 
ultimately decide the redistricting of Santa 
Barbara County’s five districts over the next 
ten years.” 

The redistricting maps submitted by the 
public were considered and debated with 
the final preferred map designated as #822 
being identified as the expected final version. 
All maps had to be developed following 
current federal voting rights legislation and 
the 14th amendment guaranteeing “equal 
protection under the laws,” to all citizens.  

Additionally, they had to consider many 
layers of criteria to balance the electoral 
boundaries. One important criterion was 
ensuring the population of each district was 
as close to the same as possible, with the 
total deviation of the largest and smallest 
districts combined staying within 10 percent.   
The preferred map had a total deviation 
of 7.7 percent. Another critical criterion 
the Commission focused on was to create 
at least one district where minority voters 
had a strong chance to elect their preferred 
candidate.   The key measure for this is known 
as the Citizen Voting Age Population (CVAP); 
the preferred map showed a Latino CVAP of 
67% in district 5 which includes Santa Maria 
and Guadalupe. Other balancing factors were 
age, income, language, educational levels, 
integrity of neighborhoods, easily identifiable 
boundaries, and compactness, to avoid 
gerrymandering, racial or otherwise. 

Fast forward to the final meeting on 

Wednesday night, December 8, when 
Commissioners introduced a couple of last-
minute changes to address areas they felt 
could still be improved.   Some members 
of the public disapproved of the effort, 
with the word “disingenuous” being used 
multiple times to describe a last-minute 
proposal to adjust the map in downtown 
Santa Maria. The anticipated final plan as 
of last Saturday excluded many traditional 
downtown buildings such as the courthouse 
complex and the Abel Maldonado Center. 
Many speakers wanted ratification on 
Wednesday to close the process which they 
didn’t want to be drawn out stating “Please 
ratify the map tonight.” Still, the support to 
keep the downtown “whole” and an integral 
part of district 5 was strong, and many vocal 
proponents talked about honoring the 
historical neighborhoods in Santa Maria.  As a 
result of the change to the map, final approval 
was delayed to December 13, two days away 

from the mandatory deadline for approving 
a new map of Dec. 15, 2021. 

Orcutt remains in District 4 and is now 
joined by southern and eastern sections of 
Santa Maria, Vandenberg Space Force Base, 
and communities in the Lompoc valley.  
Guadalupe was changed from district 3 to 
district 5 to join with Santa Maria increasing 
the CVAP percentage and making district 5 a 
predominately Latino district which respects 
the mandate to honor ethnicity and have 
one district in the county a predominately 
minority voting district. 

There are now just a few days to bring the 
Final Map to a full closure. In the meantime, 
we can all look forward to this process being 
completed and be thankful for the efforts of 
the independent commission and the public. 

John Chamberlain reporting



December 2021 • Like us on Facebook for updates throughout the month @orcuttpioneer  • Orcutt Pioneer • 7

Access the map 
via your mobile 

device at 
https://

tinyurl.com/
orcuttfalala2021

Click on each 
location to read a 
festive comment!
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Classified Ads
Sell items for free.  Free ads can only be accepted via email to 
info@orcuttpioneer.com with “classified” in the subject line. 25 
word limit. All ads must be received by the second Thursday of 
the month and will appear on the fourth Thursday of the month. 
Business ads only $25/25 words. Mail payments for business 
ads to Orcutt Pioneer, PO Box 2545, Orcutt CA 93457.  
Lawn Care. Liability insured, bi-monthly residential & 
commercial, one time cleanup, miscellaneous jobs, weed 
clearing, free estimates. Jim Reid 805-938-1402 Lic #36524 
Wanted: Model A Ford Cars, Parts, Projects. Let me help clean 
out your garage. Jay McCord 805-598-8133
 Shadowsfund,Senior and Pit Bull Rescue in Lompoc is looking 
for volunteers and dog walkers. Shadowsfund@gmail.com 
WEDDING CAKE display! Five plexiglass cake stands, each 
different height for stunning display. $70 Plus added lifts and 
mirrors for cupcakes. 805-720-1533
Sculptors wax; red, yellow, and brown.  Make offer.  (805) 
937-3582; Leave message.
World Book encyclopedia set, new condition, 1985, plus 
Research Guide, and 1986, 1987, and 1988 Year Books. $60. 
Leave message 937-5982

Blackstone 4-Burner Griddle Cooking Station with cover. Only 
used twice. Paid over $350. Sell $200. Call (805) 775-3162. 
I will text you pictures.
HONDA MINI TRAIL RESCUE wanted for restoration & 
preservation. any condition CT70 Z50 XR75 SL70 805  249-
0370.
Miter Saw compound, $150.  Komado BBQ, $125. (805) 
934-0786. Leave message.
1987 Jaguar,XJ6, smog cert. very clean,$7,500. (805 934-
0786). Leave message.
Harley Davidson 2008 Road King Classic, 105th Anniversary 
Limited Edition, copper pearl & black, 10k original miles, 6 
speed, 1584 engine, $12,500 no trades. 805-354-9687
Ready for adventure with young adults with autism? Mountain 
climbing, kayaking, horseback riding in post-card beautiful 
Santa Ynez Valley. SOLVANG non-profit Hidden Wings seeks 
strong and caring staff member! $18 an hour. $200 sign bonus 
and another $200 after 6 months. 30 hours a week. College 
not required but genuine love of awesome young adults.Contact 
Director Jim Billington. Jim@Hiddenwings.org
Wedding Officiant/DeeJay/Emcee 35+ years exp. Weddings, 
car shows, parties, dances, corporate events. James Jepsen’s 
Borrowed Time Entertainment 805-878-1739

REGISTER FOR SPRING
Spring classes begin January 24.

Rain ShineOR

WWW.HANCOCKCOLLEGE.EDU/SPRING

At times in the past you may have 
created your own paper chain. With 
strips of construction paper, you formed 
interconnected loops that, when finished, 
resembled a metal chain.

Orcutt Junior High School developed its 
own version of a paper chain earlier this 
month. On strips of paper, students wrote 
down people and things they felt thankful to 
have in their lives. When all of the gratitude 
statements were looped together, they made 
a long link that school staff dubbed a “cheer 
chain.”

“We wanted to encourage students to look 
for the positive in their lives,” says Principal 
Kelly Osborne. “The kids reacted well to it, 
and the chain they made symbolized the 
gratitude we all feel.”

In the spirit of OJHS, I would like to 

devote this column to my own “cheer 
chain.” Following are people who merit 
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for their 
contributions to our schools and school 
district this year. 

Thank you, teachers! Our teachers have met 
the challenge of a pandemic with dedication, 
innovation, and – as always – caring. They 
are about students first and foremost. Our 
teachers inspire me daily.

Thank you, classified employees! Our 
classified employees – office staff, custodians, 
media specialists, instructional assistants, 
health assistants, child nutrition staff, 
childcare staff, lunchtime supervisors, 
bus drivers, maintenance and grounds 
workers, and so many more – have done 
everything asked of them and more during 
an unprecedented time. Our district would 

not be what it is without them.
T h a n k  y o u ,  s c h o o l  a n d  d i s t r i c t 

administrators! Our principals, vice-
principals, and directors work exceptionally 
hard to support students and teachers in 
classrooms and confront every issue that has 
arisen. Our district is blessed with leaders 
who walk the talk.

Thank you, counselors and psychologists! 
They have been at the front lines in addressing 
the social and emotional dimensions of 
COVID-19. They are there for students each 
and every day.

Thank you, PTA and PTSA units! These 
groups continue to plan activities and 
programs that support students and families. 
Their concern for children and schools is 
striking.

Thank you,  Orcutt  Children’s  Arts 
Foundation! This nonprofit foundation 
continues to fund arts programming for 
OUSD students. Music, visual arts, dance, 
and theatre have continued to flourish in our 
schools this year.

Thank you, parents! This past year our 
parents and guardians helped their children 
negotiate a transition from distance learning 
to blended learning to full-time in-person 
learning. Parents have been responsive 
and helpful to their children’s schools and 
teachers throughout.

Thank you, community members! Orcutt, 
Santa Maria, Los Alamos, and Casmalia are 
places where people selflessly serve each 
other. When students and schools have a 
need, our neighbors come through. 

Thank you, school board! Our five trustees 
– Melanie Waffle (who was board president 
this year), Shaun Henderson, Lisa Morinini, 
Liz Phillips, and Mark Steller – work through 
every issue, every decision, with the best 
interests of students in mind. We are fortunate 
to have these men and women at the helm of 
our district.

Thank you, students!  Our nearly 5,000 
students have shown grit and grace during 
a year unlike any other. They are the core of 
everything that happens in the Orcutt Union 
School District.

As superintendent of this district, I am 
profoundly grateful for all of the links in 
this “cheer chain.” Orcutt is a special place 
for students, families, and staff, and I am so 
humbled and honored to work here.

Here’s wishing all of you a happy and 
blessed holiday season and a wonderful New 
Year! See you in 2022!

Superintendent Dr. Holly Edds can be 
contacted by phone at 938-8900 or by e-mail at 
hedds@orcutt-schools.net. She can be followed 
on Twitter at @hce101.

Dr. Holly Edds, Superintendent, OUSD

Giving Back Serves 
OAHS Students Well

Orcutt Schools Update
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Orcutt Soccer League Thriving And Needs More Coaches

For 27 years, Orcutt has been home to 
a thriving soccer league for ages 4-17. 
This fall the Orcutt United Soccer League 
(OUSL) included almost 600 girls and boys 
and 62 coaches. President Tim Trenkle 
says the league has a huge need for more 
coaches. Ten years ago  he recounts, “There 
were 1500 children and enough coaches. 
This fall the league was forced to drop the 
14-17 group...and teams had to be enlarged 
to include five or six substitute players 
because we didn’t have enough coaches.” 

Trenkle, who lives in Orcutt, coached his 
three kids through the league. He joined 
in 2003 and has been on the board since 
2005. “We have a great group of parents, 
very supportive. Everyone agrees that it’s 
best for the kids to have an athletic activity, 
go out and have a lot of fun being part of 
a team with their friends and have the 
opportunity to make new friends.” 

The league, he explains, is non-profit and 
is grateful for the loan of local fields like 
Rice Ranch, Pine Grove Elementary and 

Lakeview Junior High, as the league must 
share playing space with other sports. 

Trenkle is pleased that his league feeds 
players into the next levels, like the more 
challenging traveling team, the Crusaders, 
and competitive soccer in high school. 
“Right now there are three former OUSL 
players on the Hancock teams” he says 
proudly. 

Orcutt resident and former OUSL mom, 
Peggy Stepanion, is the mother of Tony 
Andoyan who played soccer at the college 
level, and he hopes to go pro soon. She says 
the league helped instill in Tony a love of 
soccer at a young age, and that love was 
integral for his success in college. “It gave 
him the opportunity to develop his skills 
and gave him the confidence to pursue a 
career in soccer.” 

Andoyan, who will try out for professional 
teams this spring, says, “The league is 
where I found my love for soccer, with my 
dad as my coach and I learned a lot from 
him. Some of my best memories are from 

those early years of soccer.” 
Orcutt resident Christopher Garcia is in 

his second year as a coach. “I love teaching 
young kids the game that I enjoyed when 
I was their age, teaching them skills in 
agility, stamina and teamwork, skills they 
can use for the rest of their lives and teach 
others. It’s an added plus to get to coach 
my 9-year-old boy and to see the joy he 
gets from calling me Coach in front of 
his teammates.” Garcia is hopeful that 
others will volunteer to coach. “Come out 
and help coach Orcutt! We would love the 
assistance with the kids of our community.” 

Sign-ups for the spring teams will be 
open until January 1 at www.ouslsoccer.
org. To ask questions about being a coach, 
call Tim Trenckle at 805-878-0967. No 
coaching experience is required. You can 
learn the sport by starting as an assistant. 

Katy Jacobsen reporting
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Foster a child,
Foster a future.

www.angelsfostercare .org
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Dr. Mark Richardson, Former SMJUHSD Superintendent 
Passes Unexpectedly

Former Santa Maria Joint Union High 
School District Superintendent Dr. Mark 
Richardson passed away on Monday, 
Nov. 15.

Dr. Richardson began his career at the 
SMJUHSD in September of 2012 and 
retired in June of 2019. He was the driving 
force behind creating the Career Technical 
Education Center & Agricultural Farm, 
passage Measure H 2016 and countless 
other programs and infrastructure that 
benefitted youth and the community.

“As a friend and colleague of Mark for 
over 30 years, his unexpected passing hits 
very hard,’’ said John Davis, SMJUHSD 
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum 
and Instruction. “Mark brought passion, 
humor and professionalism to everything 
he did, and he shared those gifts generously 

with all that worked with him. His impact 
on this district and community were 
profound and we were indeed fortunate to 
have benefited from his leadership during 
the seven years he served the SMJUHSD.”

He served 31 years in education including 
seven years as Superintendent of the 
SMJUHSD and prior to that, four years 
as Superintendent of the Taft Union High 
School District. In addition, he held a 
variety of administrative, teaching and 
coaching positions in the Kern High School 
District.

He had the idea of a career in public 
service instilled at an early age by his 
father, Steve, an industrial arts teacher, 
and his mother, Pat, a nurse.

Dr. Richardson has worked in education 
since 1988 and as a public education 

administrator since 1995. He earned his 
Doctorate in Organizational Leadership 
from University of La Verne in 2007, 
his master’s degree in Educational 
Administration from California Lutheran 
University in 1992 and received a bachelor’s 
degree in History at UC Berkeley in 1985. 

Before Dr. Richardson retired, he 
stated, “The district is on the right path. 
We have an effective board, excellent 
leadership and a committed staff. We are 
in a great position moving forward. I want 
to thank everyone for making my time here 
worthwhile.’’

Dr. Richardson is survived by his wife, 
Kelly, and two sons, Vaughn and Val, and 
a daughter, Sherah. 
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Community Events
To submit your community event, email 50 

words or less to info@orcuttpioneer.com by 
the second Wednesday of the month.  Be sure 
to include, in this order, the name of the event, 
location, time, a short description and contact 
information.

All events are subject to change during COVID 
19.  Please contact the event or club sponsor to 
find out details about the organization/event 
and meeting times.

SPECIAL EVENTS
4 th ANNUAL LIVING NATIVITY, December 

19th, from 4-6PM followed by “Las Posadas” at 
6PM, Star of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 4465 
S. Blosser Road in Orcutt.  Also Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service, December 24th at 7PM. 
and Christmas Day Celebration, December 
25th at 10AM.

SANTA MARIA PHILHARMONIC’S 9th 
annual Youth Showcase is a recital by audition 
for classical musicians ages 8 to 18. It takes 
place Sunday, January 16th, 2022 at 4pm at 
Shepard Hall in the Santa Maria Public Library. 
Auditions are Saturday January 8th between 
2-5pm. This event is FREE to the public. 
For more information please go to https://
smphilharm

SAVE THE DATE!!  9TH ANNUAL  ST PATRICKS 
DAY CAR SHOW AT ST LOUIS DE MONTFORT 
CHURCH IN ORCUTT Saturday, March 12, 
2022. We're looking for exhibitors, non-food 
vendors, and sponsors for this amazing family 
event. Enjoy live music with Unfinished 
Business, a vendor faire, and of course cars, cars 
and more cars! For more information call James 
at 805-878-1739 or visit kofccarshow.com.

MONTHLY OR WEEKLY EVENTS
50+ CLUB LUNCHEON, at St Louis De 

Montfort Church Hall at 11:30AM on the second 
Thursday of the month. Event is catered with 
nominal charge.  For reservations call Irene at 
934-2511.

AA (or Alcoholics Anonymous).  If you want 
to drink, that’s your business. If you want to 
stop, that’s ours. Meetings Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, 6:30PM Orcutt Presbyterian Church.
General information and other meeting times 
and places, 925-3782.

ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS 
AND DISFUNCTIONAL FAMILIES (www.
adultchildren.org) meets on Thur, Fri, Sat, and 
Sun.  Contact Kim at (805) 714-6908.

AGAPE  School of Christion Education now 
enrolling K-12 sliding scale (805) 614-9292.

ALL AMERICA CITY QUILT GUILD meets at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 4380 Orcutt Rd. on 
the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 
pm except March and July. Info: aacquilters@
gmail.com or 805-937-4024.

ALTRUSA OF THE CENTRAL COAST meets 
at 6PM on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the 
month. Altrusa is an international non-profit 

organization of men and women that strives 
to make our local communities better through 
leadership, partnership and service.  For more 
information and meeting location call our 
president at 805 478-9243 or go to our website: 
www.altrusaofthecentralcoast.org.

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST at The OASIS 
Center, 420 Soares Ave, Old Orcutt on the 
second Saturday of each month, 7:45-10am.  
Adult members: $7.00, Non-members: $8.00, 
Children under 10: $5.00.

AMERICAN LEGION POST 534 is now open 
to all members Mondays 4:00-8:00PM Darts at 
7PM Fridays 3:00-10:00PM Saturdays 12:00PM 
– 8:00PM Sundays 10:00AM-6:00PM

ANGELS FOSTER CARE is looking for families 
in Santa Maria and Orcutt who want to make 
a difference in the life of a local foster baby or 
toddler. There are approximately 350 children 
in foster care in Santa Barbara County. About 
40% of those children are under the age of 
six and roughly 75% live in and around Santa 
Maria.  We want to ensure there is a stable 
family ready for every infant and toddler who 
needs a home.To learn more about becoming 
an Angels Foster Care parent, please visit www.
angelsfostercare.org or call 805-884-0012.

BEADING at The OASIS Center, 420 Soares 
Ave, Old Orcutt on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
each month, 9:00-12:00pm.

BENT AXLE CAR CLUB is welcoming new 
members! Do you have a pre-1973 American-
made car and would like to socialize with us 
(cruising, eating and having fun)? We also put 
on a car show the 3rd weekend of July. Ann 
McKindley 805-714-6111

BSA Troop 87 in Orcutt.  Enjoy outdoors 
camping, hiking, fishing, snow & water 
sports, etc.  Scouting provides an opportunity 
to try new things, build self-confidence, 
provide service to others, and reinforce ethical 
standards that improve relationships, family 
lives, and values. ronterry4543@gmail.com 

BILINGUAL WORSHIP SERVICES at Christian 
Life Church every Sunday at 1PM, Oasis Senior 
Center located at 420 Soares Ave., Old Town 
Orcutt, CA. 93455. Pastor Sam & Sylvia Orozco, 
719-660-9789. Looking forward to meeting you!

CAMPING LOVE OF ADVENTURE is a 
nonprofit single adult camping club.  We meet 
the second week of each month on Wednesday. 
Information: Elaine 805-937-5357

CENTRAL COAST BEACH BOARDWALKERS 
WALKING CLUB. Call Club President Ty 
Fredriks at 805-714-1552 for information. 

CENTRAL COAST CHORDSMEN invite those 
who would like to sing or would like to learn 
to participate with them.  Call 937-7960 for 
information.

CENTRAL COAST CORVETTE CLUB open to 
Corvette Owners and Enthusiasts. meetings 
at 7PM on the first Thursday of the month 

@ Home Motors, showroom lobby at 1313 E. 
Main St., Santa Maria. Info: call Mike @ 805-
934-3948 or Tawnya @805-260-6090.

CENTRAL COAST COMPUTER CLUB 
Knollwood Vil lage Clubhouse 4012 S. 
Bradley Meets on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 5:45PM. with Q&A session, coffee 
and cookies, 7PM. computer presentation. 
Information: Don at 805-862-9124 or https://
sites.google.com/site/smcacccc

CENTRAL COAST CRUISE NIGHTS invites 
all car collectors to join us on the 4th Saturday 
of the month. We meet at the Golden Donut 
in Orcutt, depart at 6pm, and drive into Old 
Orcutt. Afterwards, grab a bite to eat and 
support our local businesses.

CENTRAL COAST SAMS RV GROUP meets 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month for a 3 day 
“campout”. We enjoy planned tours, good food 
and fellowship at local campgrounds within 100 
miles of the Central Coast.  We welcome new 
members. Contact Faye Cardoza 805-481-1047.

COASTAL VALLEYS MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
1340 monthly meeting on the fourth Tuesday of 
the month held at Veteran’s Memorial Bldg at 
313 W Tunnell in Santa Maria at 7PM. 

COASTAL VOICES is looking for singers to 
join us! Rehearsals are held Mondays, 6:30PM, 
at St. Andrew United Methodist Church, 3945 
S. Bradley Rd., Santa Maria. All participants 
must be fully vaccinated against COVID. A love 
of singing and the willingness to work hard and 
learn beautiful music is the only requirement. 
Check our website at http://www.coastalvoices.
info/. Singers can contact us at coastalvoices@
gmail.com or call 937-5827 for additional 
information.

CRESTWOOD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
(Non-Denominational) 1265 W. McCoy Lane, 
Ste A, Santa Maria, CA  93455, 925-7500. An All 
Volunteer Church concentrating on teaching 
the word of God and using our resources to 
help the poor in love thru service. Come find 
out what it is like to “Do Church Differently.”

CUB SCOUT PACK 91 welcomes boys and 
girls, grades K-5 to join us.  Scouting teaches 
children about their community, citizenship, 
service to others, and outdoor adventure.  To 
learn more about us visit www.pack91orcutt.
org or call us at 253-CUBS. 

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SM VALLEY meets 
every 3rd Thursday at IHOP, 202 Nicholson 
Ave, Santa Maria. Social at 6:00 PM, guest 
speakers at 7:00. Business meeting for 
members follows. Call 805-349-2708 or visit 
www.santamariademocrats.info for more 
information.

EVANGELISTIC SERVICE 105 S. Broadway, 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 (Old Orcutt), Sundays at 
6:30PM, Worship with us.Pastor Jesse Pinheiro 
(805)937-6536.

 

EXCITING BIBLE STUDY at Revival Tabernacle, 
105 S. Broadway, Santa Maria, CA 93455 (Old 
Orcutt) Wednesdays at 7PM Join us as we 
explore God’s word. Pastor Jesse Pinheiro

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 6-8PM. Last Friday of 
the month @ Unity Church, 1165 Stubblefield, 
Orcutt.Bring games and food to share.  (805) 
937-3025.  

FOUR-PARK BARBERSHOP HARMONY 
FOR WOMEN who love to sing. For additional 
information, call 805-736-7572. We love to sing 
for special occasions. Rehearsals on Thursday 
nights, 6:45PM, Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 
4725 S. Bradley Rd.

GROWING GROUNDS FARM STAND open 
Thursdays from 12-6PM.  Come and enjoy fresh 
vegetables, flowers and plants.  Located on the 
corner of Foster Rd and California.  For more 
information call 934-2182.

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND PUPPER 
RAISERS. Raise a puppy and change someone’s 
life. Meets one Monday a month.  For location 
and more information contact Jack Brey at 805-
937-7773 or Jack brey @verizon.net

HEARTHSTONE EDUCATORS Christian 
support group for home educators. Meeting 
for those considering homeschooling on the 
second Thursday of each month at 7PM.  Call 
Cheryl Kliewer for more information (937-7099)

HEALING GRIEF CLASS an 8 week support 
class for the newly bereaved held 5 times a year 
(Tues 10AM-Noon at Marian Residence) and 
a Grief Recovery Support Group every Tues. 
3-4:30PM at Marian West, 505 E. Plaza Drive 
in Santa Maria. Info on either group: Marian 
Hospice at 739-3830

INTERESTED in attending in-depth healing 
groups? Led by Pastor and Holy Spirit. 
Celebrated in members’ homes. Info: Pastor 
Victor at (805) 878-1033 or Carl Buck at (805) 
478-6198

INVESTMENT GROUP at The OASIS Center, 
420 Soares Ave, Old Orcutt on the 1st and 
3rd Mondays each month, 9:30-10:30pm.  
Educational group, no fees.

JOIN THE CLUB SCOUTS.  Pack 93 of Orcutt 
Camping, hiking, lots of outdoor activities. 
Family oriented pack. Siblings are invited! Join 
the fun of the most exciting Cub Scout pack 
around. Contact Cubmaster Paul Rodarte at 
478-3538 or for more information check out 
Pack 93’s website: www.lospadrespack93.com 

JOIN US FOR THE EPIC: A JOURNEY 
THROUGH CHURCH HISTORY in Room 
2-Parish Community Center, Monday evening, 
7:30-9PM.  For more information contact Trent 
Benedetti, 922-4881, trentb@benedetticpa.
com or Steve Stanley, 937 1353, ssvs@verizon.
net.
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Orcutt Christian Church
Worship  Services

Bible School  9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Communion every Sunday
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Wedding Chapel
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REALTOR© of the Year 2008
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Sean’s 
Hoof Care Services

Trims, Metal Shoes, 
Epona Shoes & More

(860) 993-2183

Sean Perreault
Farrier

wolves366@gmail.com
4237 Fernview St. 
Orcutt, CA 93455

americangaragedooropeners@gmail.com
www.americangaragedoorandopeners.com

805 937-3385

Parts ~ Sales ~ Service
We Handle It All!

Broken Springs, Openers & Maintenance
Replacement Doors 

Improve the Look & Value of your Home

Call Today for Your FREE 
Inspection and Estimate

Lic. #1015626

GARAGE DOOR & OPENERS, INC.


